HALESOWEN 

CHRONICLE 



Thursday, January 24,2013 _Read by more than 41,000 people_Price when sold 50p mna media 


Elsie tributes 

Community champion 
dies at the age of 78 

Page 4 



Focus on 

New restaurant cooks 
up hot night for charity 

Page 14 



Boxing bout 

Championship dreams 
are ended for Welborn 

Page 40 



Dragons' 
Den for 
college 
students 

BUSINESS students will be 
thrown straight into the 
“Dragons’ Den” - with the 
launch of a new enterprise 
academy bearing the name 
of the programme’s star 
Peter Jones. 

Dudley College is celebrat¬ 
ing after becoming host to 
one of only 36 Peter Jones 
Enterprise Academies in the 
UK. 

The idea is the brainchild 
of the Dragons’ Den star, 
who launched the first 
accredited course dedicated 
to teaching enterprise and 
entrepreneurship to stu¬ 
dents. 

The course, due to start in 
September, will focus on 
supporting young people to 
set up and run their own 
business while gaining a 
qualification. 

Mr Jones’ vision came 
about because he wished 
there had been a similar 
opportunity around when he 
was younger. 

He said: “In the current 
economic climate it is essen¬ 
tial that the UK workforce is 
equipped with the right 
skills to drive forward eco¬ 
nomic growth.” 

The college’s business 
enterprise manager, Victoria 
Greave, said: “We are 
extremely pleased to have 
secured the prestigious 
status of being the only 
Peter Jones Enterprise 
Academy in the region.” 

Pizza firm in 
hygiene case 

A PIZZA firm has been 
handed a £7,334 court bill 
after admitting hygiene 
offences. 

Mohammed Hassani, 
owner of Godfather Pizze¬ 
ria, Stourbridge Road, 
pleaded guilty to 11 offences 
at Dudley Magistrates’ 
Court. The company was 
fined £3,200 and ordered it 
to pay £4,134 costs at the 
hearing on January 10. 

Councillor Tracy Wood, 
cabinet member for environ¬ 
ment and culture, said: 
“People have a right to 
expect the highest standards 
of cleanliness when they eat 
out.” 


SOFTWARE HELPS 
TO BEAT THIEVES 


SOFTWARE designers from Cradley 
Heath have unveiled touchscreen 
computer software designed to crack 
down on metal theft. 

It will help scrap metal dealers after new rules were 
introduced by the government banning cash transac¬ 


tions. 

Now Iceblue Marketing 
and Design, based in 
Cradley Health has created 
the computer programme, 
called Metal Track. 

It records personal details 
of dealers including photo 
identification and vehicle 
registration. 

They received requests for 
the software from firms up 
and down the country. 

They have been working 
with bosses at Brierley Hill 
firm Mason Metals and 
showcased the software to 
the Mayor of Dudley, Coun¬ 
cillor Melvyn Mottram, 
during a tour of the site. 

He was given a copper 
cylinder and taken through 
the process of weighing, 
recording/storing of per¬ 
sonal details and finally 
payment. 

Paul Long, director of 
MetalTrack, said: “Mason 
Metals showed real vision to 
plan ahead for the new laws 
and to use the latest technol¬ 
ogy. 

“We’ve had requests for 
the MetalTrack software 
from all over the country, 
from Yorkshire to the south 
coast and everywhere in 


by Andrew Turton 


between. It was a great 
pleasure to meet the mayor 
and show him what local 
experts can do.” 

Mason Metals managing 
director, Andrew Jones, 
said: “We are obviously 
proud of our reputation and 
it was of benefit to be able to 
show the mayor how that 
reputation has been built 
and also of how our innova¬ 
tion will keep us at the fore¬ 
front of our industry; and 
technology.” 

“We keep our business 
local whenever we can - sup¬ 
plying copper, aluminium 
and many other metals to 
West Midland based 
foundries for recycling. 

“A continuation of this 
thinking was to team up 
with a fellow local business 
regarding our software solu¬ 
tion - and credit to Metal- 
track they saw an 
opportunity to solve an 
industry issue; not only our 
own”. 

The mayor saw the recy¬ 
cling expertise that has seen 
the business serve the local 
economy and environment 
for more than 50 years. 


Alcohol sold to girl, 15 

A WOMAN caught selling alcohol to a 15-year-old girl in the 
Quarry Bank later told trading standards officers ‘my eyes 
aren’t too good’, a licensing hearing was told. Janice 
Williams was on her first day back following a five-month 
break working at Select and Save, in Woods Lane, when she 
served the girl in October. 

Ms Williams, who no longer works for the shop, was fined 
£80 by Dudley Council after failing to ask for identification. 

Dudley Council’s licence committee placed extra condi¬ 
tions on the shop licence. Staff must be trained in alcohol 
sales policy and a register of refused sales must be kept. 



Surendra and Kala Patel with their daughters Divya, left, and Dilusha Ghoshdastidar with her husband Joydeep 


A HALESOWEN couple have sold 
their final newspaper after closing the 
doors on the shop they have run for 
more than 30 years for the final time. 

Surendra and Kala Patel started 
running Dilsur News, in Alexandra 
Road, in July 1980. 

But after decades of early-morning 
starts, the couple, both 61, have now 
decided to enjoy their retirement. 

They were joined by daughters 
Divya, 27, and Dilusha, 35, for their 
last day on Saturday and laid on cakes 
and drinks as a farewell to customers. 

No-one is taking over the the shop 
but the family plan to continue living 
above the store in the short-term. Over 
the course of 33 years, the couple have 
only had three week-long holidays due 
to the demands of running the shop. 

Mr Patel said: “That is one week a 
decade. We have had a wonderful time 
and a wonderful life here at the shop. 

“It has been excellent being a part of 
this community and we have a lot of 


great memories which we will take into 
our retirement. We have seen children 
who once worked for us as paper boys 
and girls grow up to become parents of 
their own. 

“There have been a lot of changes 
over the years in this area but the com¬ 
munity has always been welcoming 
and supportive.” 

Mrs Patel said when they first 
started they used to open at 5.30am so 
the factory workers on shifts could 
come in and get their papers. “In the 
time we have been here the factories 
have mainly closed,” she said. 

Teaching 

Divya, who was born at flat above 
the shop and grew up at the store, said: 
“I remember mum and dad teaching 
me and my sister to give people their 
change when we were very young. ” 

Mr Patel said it had been hard work 
over the years and he and his wife now 
planned to take it easy. 



Surendra Patel in his shop in 1987 


Woman is 
taken to 
hospital 
after fire 

AN elderly woman was 
found collapsed at her home 
in Cradley Heath after a 
blaze broke out in the 
kitchen. 

Firefighters discovered 
the unconscious pensioner. 

She is believed to have 
suffered severe smoke 
inhalation during the fire, 
which happened on Sunday. 

Crews were called to the 
terraced house in Bearmore 
Road, Cradley Heath, at 
4.45pm. 

The woman was taken to 
Sandwell Hospital in a “very 
poorly” condition. 

West Midlands Fire 
spokesman Dave Burns said: 
“The fire itself was not 
serious but the elderly lady 
living there has taken in a 
fair amount of smoke.” 

It is believed a neighbour 
or passer-by raised the 
alarm after seeing smoke 
billowing from the rear of 
the house. Crews from 
Smethwick and Cradley 
Heath were called to the 
scene. 

Fire investigators have 
visited the property to iden¬ 
tify the cause of the blaze. 

In Birmingham, a woman 
died on Sunday after inhal¬ 
ing smoke at a fire in her 
home in the Aston area of 
the city. 

The fire service was with¬ 
holding further details until 
her relatives could be tol d. 

welcome for 
health centre 

A £6 MILLION plan for a 
health centre in Lye will 
bring a welcome boost to the 
town, a senior councillor 
says. 

Proposals for the develop¬ 
ment on land between 
Jackson Street and Clinic 
Drive have been recom¬ 
mended for approval by 
council planners. 

More than 30 jobs could be 
created atthe centre which 
will house GP surgeries and 
provide specialist treat¬ 
ments. Ward councillor Pete 
Lowe said it would help to 
regenerate the area. 

He said: “This is welcome 
news. The scheme has been 
in the planning stage for 
some time.” 
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• Landlord Checks • Air to Air Heat 

• Full Central Heating Systems • Gas Appliance 

• Boiler Swaps and Conversions Installations 

• Bathroom Installations • All Domestic 

• Power Flushing Plumbing Work 


FREE Magna Filter 
with all Heating Systeir 


• Competitive prices from £69 

• Parts and labour inclusive 

• A boiler diagnostic and safety check 

• 12 month guarantee on workmanship including parts 

• Expertise from Gas Safe registered gastek engineers 

• 24/7 Free emergency helpline 

• Even if the job takes longer than estimated, 

you won't pay a penny more than the amount quoted 


All work is carried out by fully qualified engineers 

SPECIAL OFFERS 

FEBRUARY OFFERS ON CENTRAL HEATING BEALS 

Office Open 8am-6pm Monday-Friday 8am-4pm Saturday 

Tel: Ol 384 560856 • 07737 261976 

www.gasteksolutions.co.uk info@Gasteksolutions.co.uk 
... ... „ Halesowen, West Midlands (A „ pricesareplusVA t) 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT & 

DEBIT CARDS ACCEPTED 
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Snow helps police to 
track down suspects 


THE snow that brought 
chaos across Dudley 
borough also gave joy to 
some and a bit of help to 
police. 

A dog’s snowy paw prints led 
police on a mile-long journey to the 
home of two suspected metal thieves 
after a gas meter was snatched from 
the front of a Coseley house. 

A resident heard a noise and 
opened the curtains to see two men 
and a dog running from the front of 
his house in Langley Avenue on 
Friday. 

He realised the gas meter had 
been ripped clear of the mains and 
the pipework had been stolen. 

Police followed footprints in the 
snow, which ran parallel with a dog’s 
paw prints, along residential streets 
and playing fields for over a mile. 

After following the tracks right up 
to the front door of a house, police 
entered the property and found two 
men and a dog inside. 

Both men, aged 21 and 33, 
arrested on suspicion of theft were 
released on police bail pending 
further inquires. 

Sgt James Jones from Brierley 
Hill police, said: “The fact that we 
knew we were looking for the spe¬ 
cific tracks of two people and a dog 
meant officers were able to establish 
exactly which prints to follow.” 

Smashed 

After cars were pelted with bricks 
inSedgley police were able to catch 
one teenage suspect by following 
footprints in the snow. 

Windows were smashed and one 
vehicle was overturned by a gang of 
youths in Bilston Street, Sedgley. 
Police arrested a 17-year-old after 
officers followed tracks in the snow 
at around 11.10pm on Thursday. 

Police said bricks were thrown at 
a small number of cars, including a 
private hire taxi smashing windows. 

The driver was uninjured during 
the incident, near to the Beacon 
Hotel. A car was also turned onto its 
side in nearby Dormston Drive. 

Sgt Rob Simpson, who covers the 
Sedgley neighbourhood, said: “The 
quick response of officers in the area 
meant we were able to arrest a lad 
nearby for the damage.” 

One resident had his van kicked 
and dented. The 58-year-old, who 
did want to be named for fear of 
reprisals, said: “The little hooligans 
were causing havoc all the way down 
the road.” 

The teenager was released on 
police bail pending further inquires. 
Witnesses should call 101. 

A number of schools in the 
borough were closed and operations 
at Russells Hall Hospital were can- 
cancelled. Buses services were hit. 

Bosses at the Black Country 
Living Museum, Tipton RoadDud- 
ley, opted to keep it closed. 

Assistant visitor services 
manager John Rvan said: “It would 



Snowed in ... a view of Kniver from St Peter’s Church looking down at The Cross Inn Picture: Alan Evans 



Two year old tigers Daseep and Tschuna play in Enjoying the snow at Himey Lucas Drummond, aged six 
the snow at Dudley Zoological Gardens being pulled by grandfather Stephen lies 


have been too hazardous for both to take place at the Station Hotel, Group chairman Simon Brothwood 
visitors and staff to open the site. We opposite the threatened venue. said responders had been sent as far 

just could not take the risk.” Since Friday, volunteers from the afield as North Staffs, Burton, Hed- 

But Dudley Zoo remained open West Midlands 4x4 Response Group nesford, as well as the Women’s Hos- 
and its tigers Dasseep and Tschuna have been called out to help on more pital in Birmingham, 
enjoyed their first taste of Black than 130 occasions. He said: “We have had in excess of 

Country snow. The team use their 4x4 off road 400 phone calls. I would like to think 

A meeting due to be to outline a vehicles to help out the emergency that we have made a bit of a differ- 
campaign group’s plans to save services to rescue those who are in ence, not just getting staff to and 
Dudley Hippodrome from demoli- trouble, and to transport medical from work, but with the critical care 
tion was postponed. It had been due and support staff around the region, services.” 


Recyling 
firm gives 
pledge to 
residents 

BOSSES at a firm hoping to 
open a waste recycling plant 
in Brierley Hill have made a 
vow to concerned people 
living near the site. 

They have said there 
would be no night-time 
deliveries to the site off 
Moor Street, if the plans 
were approved. 

The plant, which would be 
operated by Clean Power, 
would turn waste into gas to 
generate electricity for up to 
8,000 homes. It would 
employ up to 30 people. 

There has been strong 
opposition from people 
living nearby. More than 200 
letters were sent to Dudley 
Council opposing the plan¬ 
ning application. More 
traffic and noise are feared. 

In response, bosses said 
there would be no night¬ 
time deliveries to the site, if 
the plans were approved. 

Clean Power made the 
pledge before a second pub¬ 
lic consultation at William 
Street Church and Commu¬ 
nity Centre this week. 

The firm delivered 4,000 
leaflets advertising the 
event. Spokesman Gavin 
Miller said: “There have 
been some misconceptions 
about noise and odour from 
the site and we want to 
answer people’s concerns. 

“We made a condition for 
no night-time deliveries 
after listening to what 
people told us.” 

Road victim 
improving 

THE condition of a Dudley 
man who was knocked out in 
an alleged road rage attack 
was continuing to improve 
this week. 

Paul Currie, aged 40, of 
Holly Hall, was due to be 
moved from the critical care 
unit at Queen Elizabeth 
Hospital, Birmingham, 
where he had surgery after 
being injured in Newland 
Grove, Holly Hall. 

Samuel Pagett, aged 25, of 
Cot Lane, Kingswinford, has 
been charged with inflicting 
grievous bodily harm and is 
due to appear at crown court 
on April 9. 

Leaver taken on 

A HALESOWEN College 
leaver has won an appoint¬ 
ment as a trainee with a firm 
of city accountants. 
Sukhdeep Siotha has joined 
the Edgbaston-based JW 
Hinks chartered account¬ 
ants in Birmingham. He is 
now taking his AAT course. 


BROMLEY & ABLE c 


nviLki - CARPETS/BEDS 

FURNITURE/RUGS/VINYLS & LAMINATES 

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL DISCOUNT WAREHOUSE 


DISABLED? OAP? CANT GET OUT? OR ANYONE WHO JUST NEEDS EXTRA HELP! 



Can't come to us, we'll come to you. Free Estimates 
We will bring 100s of carpet samples and bed brochures to your door 
WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WON T 
Remove and take away old carpets/beds Move heavy furniture 
and shave doors PLUS FREE FITTING ON ALL CARPETS when purchasing our underlay. 


NEED A MATTRESS? We will come to you! 
Try Before You Buy 
Mattress Service 

We will bring a selection of 
mattresses and bed brochures to your home 



Double Faux 
Leather bedstead 

only £95 


Special Offer only 6 left. 
Double memory beds plus 
free matching headboard 

RRP £799 Now only £250 



Luxury 
Supreme 
Double bed 
RRP £899 

#£360 


■Bfe 


Warehouse Unit 0 Dormston Trading Est. Burton Road, Gornal DY1 2UF 

Open: Mon-Sat 9.30-5.00 Call anytime between 

Freephone Dudley, Halesowen, Stourbridge, Kingswinford, 
AOftft ia Pedmore, Kinver, Wordsley, Pensnett, Gornal, Hagley 

UtlUU Uo5o747 Adrian Bromley 01902 880541 


ffiOFF 

We will beat your BIG Superstores 


Homeclad 



► FASCIAS 

> GLITTERING 
0 • SOFFITS 

1 • CLADDING 
TILE EDGING 

BEST VALUE IN 
THE MIDLANDS 

PREMIUM 

PRODUCTS EXPERTLY 
FITTED BY A LOCAL 
FAMILY COMPANY 


SPECIAL OFFER 

FREE guttering and downpipes 


0800 73 13 946 

CALL FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTE 

6 MONUMENT AVENUE STOURBRIDGE DY9 8XS 



(Bridal 

2013 Design Prom Dresses now in stock 

Choose from our fabulous design range or if you cannot 
quite find what you are looking for, design your own and 
choose from a stunning range of fabrics and colours 

# Prom Dresses from £180 - £400 

Open from January 2nd 
Open Tues, Wed, Thurs 
86 Saturday 10-5 
Mon, Fri 86 Evenings 
by appointment 

DESIGNING GOWNS 
FOR OVER 30 YEARS 
Payment terms available 
Dress alteration service 



Tel 0121 561 4411 
7 Birmingham Road 
Rowley Regis 
B659BL 
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School in 
mourning 
as teacher 
dies at 55 

PUPILS and staff at a 
Kingswinford special 
school are mourning after a 
well-loved teacher died at 
the age of 55. 

Mark Skelding taught at 
the Briar School, Bromley 
Lane, for 18 years. 

Mr Skelding, of Meddins 
Lane, Kinver, leaves his 
wife, Catherine, sons James 
and Joshua, two grandchil¬ 
dren, and his mother, Mar¬ 
garet. 

He had been a teacher for 
a total of 34 years and pre¬ 
viously worked at Holly 
Lodge School in Smeth¬ 
wick. 

Russell Hinton, head¬ 
teacher at Briar School, 
said: “All of the children, 
staff and governors are 
deeply saddened at the 
death of Mr Skelding. 

“He has been an 
extremely popular teacher 
with both staff and pupils 
for the past 18 years and 
our thoughts and sympa¬ 
thies are with his family.” 

Mr Skelding died on 
January 8 at Birmingham’s 
Queen Elizabeth Hospital. 
An inquest will be held. 

The funeral will be held 
on Friday at Stourbridge 
Crematorium at 11am. 

35 Big Mac 
jobs on way 

MCDONALD’S announced 
it is to create 35 jobs in the 
Black Country, as part of a 
commitment to recruit 
2,500 staff in the UK by the 
end of the year. 

McDonald’s franchisee, 
Paul Ramsey who owns 
three restaurants in 
Oldbury and West 
Bromwich, said: “In 2012 we 
added some fantastic crew 
from the local community to 
our team. I believe it’s 
important to continue 
giving young people the 
chance to get experience.” 

Support given 
for pizza plan 

PLANS for a pizza shop in 
Halesowen has received 
support from the commu¬ 
nity. A petition with more 
than 100 signatures has 
backed the planning applica¬ 
tion for the empty shop in 
Hurst Green Shopping 
Centre, Woodbury Road. 

Hawne Farm Shops had 
operated from the store. 
Dudley Council will make a 
decision next month. 


Tributes paid after death of choir founder 


NEWS 

in brief 



TRIBUTES have been paid to a 
former teacher and choir founder 
member who has died at the age of 
81. 

Brian Porter sang with Cradley 
Heath’s Voices in Harmony. 

He had been with them since they 
were founded in 1997 and was today 
described as “caring, loving and 
loyal” by relatives and friends. 

Mr Porter, of Halesowen, had 
taken part in the choir’s first public 
event. This was a performance of 
Handel’s Messiah in West 


Bromwich Town Hall with the 
Sandwell Youth Orchestra during 
the same year. 

He had vowed to continue per¬ 
forming with the choir for as long as 
he could but the rehearsal following 
the Festival of Remembrance in 
November was his final one as he 
was taken ill shortly afterwards. 

During his working life Mr Porter 
was a teacher and held posts at 
Woodgate Primary and Woodcock 
Hill Primary Schools, both in 
Bartley Green, Birmingham. 


Among his hobbies was ballroom, 
country and line dancing and he 
attended sessions every week with 
his wife of 58 years, Lorna. 

He was also a keen rambler and 
would go for a three to five-mile 
walk every Monday with a group of 
walkers. 

Mr Porter leaves a wife, Lorna, 
son Kevin and three grandchildren. 

Paying tribute to her husband, 
Mrs Porter said: “He was a caring 
and loving husband, father and 
grandfather.” Choir musical direc¬ 


tor Stephen Bradley said “Brian 
loved to sing and he had been a loyal 
member for all the choir’s 16 years 
and will be sorely missed.” 

Members of Voices in Harmony 
choir, which has around 70 
members, sang ‘Abide with Me’ at 
his funeral, which was held at Stour¬ 
bridge Crematorium. 

Family and friends attending the 
funeral made donations to The 
Heart Foundation, Cancer Research 
UK and The Foundation for Sudden 
Infant Deaths. 


Court bans prolific thief 
from stores in borough 


Centre is 
looking 
for more 
helpers 

A RECRUITMENT drive 
for volunteers to help 
raise funds for an adven¬ 
ture centre in Dudley has 
been launched. 

The Friends of 
Sycamore Adventure are 
appealing for extra 
members. 

The group is made up of 
parents and professionals 
who have an interest in 
the future development 
of the site, which is on 
Old Park Farm Estate. 

The group raises funds 
on behalf of the centre 
and can be involved in 
decision making. 

People who can con¬ 
tribute a few hours per 
month are invited to 
attend a coffee morning 
which will be held at 
9.30am on January 30. 

Councillor Tim Crum¬ 
pton, cabinet member for 
children’s services, said: 
“Sycamore Adventure is 
an amazing place for chil¬ 
dren of all ages and abili¬ 
ties and thousands of 
Dudley children enjoy 
playing there.” 

Drop into Sycamore 
Adventure, call 01384 
813755, or text 07827 
858577. 



Will Ganniclifft senior player ranger and Keith Rogers play service manager 


A PROLIFIC shoplifter has been banned from 
entering any Spar, Boots or Co-op store 
across the Dudley borough for the next two 
years. Leaflets featuring Richard Lawley’s 
image are to be distributed in the area. 

Anyone who spots him 
acting suspiciously is asked 
to call police. 

Dudley magistrates were 
told Lawley, aged 33, was 
arrested outside Boots at the 
Merry Hill centre on 
January 3 as he tried to walk 
out with aftershave worth 
£86.50. 

Lawley, of no fixed 
address, went on to be 
charged with two thefts 
from Spar on High Street, 

Lye. 

On September 30 he stole 
£42.68 worth of cheese and 
bacon and on October 5 he 
took chicken and sausages 
worth £15, the court heard. 

On December 12, he also 
took power tools worth 
£19.99 from Home Bargains 
in Brierley Hill, the court 
was told. 

Punishment 

He admitted all the 
offences and magistrates 
sentenced him to 40 weeks 
in jail. 

They also handed him a 
Criminal Anti-Social Behav¬ 
iour Order (Crasbo) which 
prohibits him from entering 
any Spar, Boots and Co¬ 
operative store in Dudley 
borough. 

Pc Lydia Howard of 
Dudley’s Offender Manage¬ 
ment team, said: “Lawley is 


House plan at shop site 

AN EMPTY shop in Halesowen will be turned into a house, 
under plans submitted to Dudley Council. The owner of the 
shop in Long Lane lives next door and wants to combine the 
two properties into one house. He says the property would 
provide a suitable home for his large extended family. The 
shop has been empty for the past two years. 



Richard Lawley - banned 


now in prison serving his 
sentence, but as soon as he is 
released his Crasbo will be in 
place and the restrictions 
prohibiting him entering the 
stores will be implemented. 

“Should he try ignoring 
the bans, he’ll be arrested 
and put before the court and 
face further punishment.” 

She added: “Leaflets fea¬ 
turing his image will also be 
distributed locally making 
everyone aware of his 
Crasbo and I’d encourage 
anyone who spots Lawley 
doing anything he shouldn’t 
be to contact Dudley Police 
by calling 101.” 


Trust looking for 
new governors 

DUDLEY’S hospital trust 
is on the look out for new 
governors. 

There are vacancies in 
the public constituencies 
of Central Dudley and the 
Rest of the West Midlands. 
Those elected will sit on 
the Dudley Group NHS 
Foundation Trust’s coun¬ 
cil of governors, which 
oversees health care. 

People can find out more 
about being a governor by 
contacting Helen Board on 
01384 321124 or email 
foundationmembers@dgh 
.nhs.uk 

Patient panel is 
being launched 

A NEW patient panel is 
being launched in Wyre 
Forest to give people the 
chance to have their say on 
the district’s health serv¬ 
ices. 

Members are being 
recruited for the Patient & 
Public Involvement 
scheme. It is being set up 
by the Wyre Forest Clinical 
Commissioning Group, 
which is holding a public 
meeting on February 5 
between 9am and noon at 
Wyre Forest House, Fine- 
point Way, Kidderminster. 
Contact Harpreet Gill on 
01562 513559. 

College campus 
to hold open day 

HALESOWEN College 
will be holding and open 
day on January 26 when it 
will be promoting its new 
free bus routes and £3 
million block 10. 

The block was commis¬ 
sioned to house travel and 
tourism, veterinary 
nursing, an active learning 
zone and facilities for stu¬ 
dents with learning diffi¬ 
culties. The open day is at 
the Whittingham Road site 
runs from 10am to 4pm. 

Two watches are 
stolen in burglary 

BURGLARS have stolen 
two watches from a house 
in Blakedown, near Kid¬ 
derminster. 

The garage door was 
forced to gain entry and 
jewellery stolen included a 
£250 ladies Gucci watch , 
and a £100 Guess watch. 

Witnesses or anyone 
with information should 
call police on 101 quoting 
incident 616-S-140113. 

Rotary raise cash 

STOURBRIDGE Rotary 
Club is celebrating after 
raising £2,850 for charity 
during a collection over the 
Christmas at Morrisons 
supermarket in Stallings 
Lane, Kingswinford. 


MEGA 7 DAYS! 

28th Jan - 3rd Feb 

£6.99 CARRY OUT 

£8.99 DELIVERY 
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Meet Adrian, the manager of Professional 
Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning 
He has over 20 years experience of 
cleaning, repairs and fitting carpets 
He also cleans upholstery as well as 
leather, home and office. 

No job too big or small 
Technician Woolsafe Accredited 


Telephone anytime for a 
free quotation 

Covering all 
Stourbridge, Dudley & 
Halesowen areas 
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OPEN 5 DAYS. CLOSED WEDNESDAY & SUNDAY 


Visit our showroom at: 

Forge Lane, Cradley Heath, Halesowen, B64 5AL 

(Opposite Cradley Bus and Train Station) 

Telephone: 01384 343400 
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THE BEST 

OF PETER 
RHODES 



I WANTED a DVD of a classic drama series. Even a 
dinosaur like me knows there are two ways to do this. 
The first is to get up, get the car started, drive into 
town, find a parking place, buy a parking ticket, make 
your way to the DVD shop, avoiding the Big Issue 
sellers and charity muggers, find the DVD is out of 
stock and ask the shop staff if they can get you a 
copy. If they can, then you repeat the entire proce¬ 
dure a few days later and pay way over the odds for 
the DVD, plus £4 or so for the parking. The other way 
is to go online, buy the DVD at eBay for half the high- 
street price and get it delivered to your door by an 
obliging Portuguese courier who calls you Mr Road- 
ez. The wonder is not that HMV have gone bust but 
that their chain of town-centre shops lasted so long. 
The high street as we know it is doomed and the 
sooner we start turning department stores into apart¬ 
ments and houses, the better. 

□□□□□□□□ 


MEANWHILE, a reader who enjoys the old-fash¬ 
ioned shopping experience tells me in one store 
he was invited to “pre-order” a book. He muses, 
what is the difference between pre-ordering and 
simply ordering? 

□□□□□□□□ 

HERE we go again. Yet another reader joins the 
growing ranks of people who, soon after encounter¬ 
ing the NHS, get unsolicited contacts from private 
companies. She’s a middle-aged lady who discov¬ 
ered at a routine blood test just before Christmas that 
her cholesterol was alarmingly high. Sure enough, 
three weeks later she was contacted by a health 
screening company which had already fixed a local 
appointment for her. She says it’s either “a massive 
coincidence or something very fishy.” Having had 
dozens of similar reports from readers, I think we can 
dismiss the coincidence line. My suspicion is that 
some employees of the NHS routinely sell private 
information. 


Don't miss Peter Rhodes 
every Monday to Friday in 
your Express & Star 


Community champion 
Elsie dies at age of 78 


Sadie receives police honour 


A GIRL from Cradley Heath 
has been honoured for her 
community spirit after she 
looked after a three-year-old 
found wandering alone in a 
park. 

Sadie Coates, aged 15, 
received her award from the 
West Midlands Police 
Authority. 

She got a young persons 
award after finding the child 
in Haden Hill Park in April 
and telephoning police with 
exact details, including loca¬ 
tion and a description, and 
staying with the child until 
police arrived. 

Pc Andrew Cleaver said: 
“We have spoken to Sadie’s 
parents and headteacher 
who are very proud of her 
actions. 

“She acted in a most 
mature manner and fully 
deserves recognition. 

“She prevented the child 
from any serious harm as 
the park has two ponds and 
several exits onto main busy 
roads. 

“She looked after the child 
until we arrived and located 
the parents.” 

Sadie was one of a number 
of members of the public and 
police officers to received 
awards for community spirit 
and bravery. 



Sadie Coates, of Cradley Heath, receives her award 
from the Chief Constable, Christopher Sims 


A COMMUNITY champion who helped run a 
senior citizens club in Halesowen for 25 years 
has died aged 78. 

Tributes have been paid to Elsie Maybury by her family 
and members of the Senior Citizens Drop In Centre, 
Andrew Road. Mrs Maybury was central to the success of 
the centre during her 15 years as co-ordinator. 


She was also a long stand¬ 
ing member of St John the 
Baptist Church and was 
active in numerous commu¬ 
nity activities. 

Friends from the centre 
nominated her for the 
Mayor of Dudley’s Civic 
Awards in 2011. 

Belle Vale councillor Jill 
Nicholls said: “We want to 
keep the centre going in 
Elsie’s memory, as she has 
given so much of her life to 
looking after people here.” 

Mrs Maybury was raised 
in Quinton by parents Jessie 
and Tom Weston, who ran 
his own butchers shop in the 
high street. 

The family, including Mrs 
Maybury’s four brothers, 
moved to Peckingham 
Street, Halesowen, when Mr 
Weston worked at Hollies 
Butchers. 

After leaving school, she 
worked as a nurse for nine 
years at Hayley Green Hos¬ 
pital in Halesowen, and 
Dudley Guest Hospital. 

Mrs Maybury met her 
future husband Jeff through 
her brother Tom, known by 
everyone as Lewis, who were 
both in the Royal Navy. 

The couple were married 



Elsie Maybury - tributes 


at St John the Baptist 
Church in November 1956 
but were forced to spend the 
first nine months of married 
life apart after Mr Maybury 
was stationed abroad as a 
seaman with the Navy. 

They eventually set up 
home in Hagley Road, Hale¬ 
sowen, and had three chil¬ 
dren - Ian, Mary and 
Catherine. 

They also have five grand¬ 
children and two great¬ 
grandchildren. 

“She touched so many 
people’s lives,” said Mr 
Maybury, 79. 

Mrs Maybury died last 
month, and more than 170 
people attended a service in 
her memory at St John the 
Baptist Church. 


Rubbish 
dumpers 
handed 
out fines 

THREE people have landed 
court bills totalling £2,120 
for waste offences in the 
Dudley borough. 

All three were prosecuted 
by Dudley Council at Dudley 
Magistrates’ Court. 

Lana Cherrington, 24, of 
Occupation Street, Dudley, 
failed to remove a skip full of 
rubbish from outside her 
home last May, following 
complaints it had been there 
for several months. 

She was served with a 
notice ordering her to move 
it but failed to act. Magis¬ 
trates fined her £500 and she 
was also told to pay £290 
costs, £180 compensation 
and £15 victim surcharge. 

Failed 

In a separate case, Lind¬ 
sey Forsyth, aged 26, of Hill 
Street, Netherton, was 
taken to court because of the 
amount of rubbish in her 
back garden. 

She failed to move it in 
July last year despite a legal 
notice. She was fined £500 
and ordered to pay £290 
costs, £180 compensation 
and £15 victim surcharge. 

In a third case, 38-year- 
old Edward Stewart, of Vic¬ 
arage Prospect, Dudley, 
admitted dumping waste on 
the car park of the former 
White Lion pub, Netherton. 

He was caught by council 
officers last July last. 

He was given a 12-month 
conditional discharge and 
ordered to pay £150 costs. 

All three appeared in 
court on January 10. 



Starkey Electrical Ltd 

Manor House, Manor Lane, Halesowen Domestic, Commercial & Industrial Electricians 

email: stuart@starkeyelectrical.co.uk 

Office: 0121 602 8088 • 07967 650 567 

www.starkeyelectrical.co.uk 


LIKE US ON FACEBOOK 
AND ENJOY 10% OFF 
THE LABOUR ON YOUR 
FIRST JOB 


• For all your electrical needs 
in your home, garden, 
driveway or 
office/retail premises 

• Emergency call outs - 
7-days a week 

• Experienced electricians 
NICEIC regulated 

• Competitive prices/ 

FREE quotations 

• Energy saving LED Lighting 

• Fuse board replacements 

• Rewiring • Landlord 
Certification 

• General electrical 
maintenance 





SALE NOW ON 
UP TO 50% OFF 


on selected suites only 


QUALITY & COMFORT 

• Wide Selection of Fabrics 

• Tailor Made Suites and Chairs 

• Home Demonstrations Available 

• Mobility Furniture 

• 10 Year Guarantee on Frames 

• We do full re-covers 

Handmade suites to suit all Budgets 



Broadcott I 

nd Est., Unit 4, Station Road, Old Hill B64 6NT 


< 

3121 559 3057 
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Planning 
warning to 
bar bosses 

COUNCIL bosses have 
issued a warning to bar 
owners to ensure they have 
the appropriate planning 
permission for their busi¬ 
nesses. 

Dudley Council’s plan¬ 
ning enforcement team, 
which works to ensure 
premises comply with plan¬ 
ning regulations, has sent 
out the warning following a 
recent prosecution. 

A Kingswinford bar owner 
who flouted enforcement 
notices on three occasions 
was landed with a court bill 
in excess of £6,000 when he 
appeared before Wolver¬ 
hampton Crown Court last 
month. 

Following a three-day 
trial, Jimmy Lee was fined 
£2,000 and £4,000 costs 
after being found guilty of 
failing to comply with an 
enforcement notice on three 
occasions. 

At the time Lee was 
running the Alter Ego bar in 
Kingswinford High Street. 
He had consent to run a 
restaurant or cafe but the 
enforcement team were 
informed that the premises 
was being run as a wine bar. 


Have your say 

RESIDENTS are being 
asked to have their say on 
housing services in the 
Dudley borough to help 
shape future developments. 
The council wants views on a 
draft housing strategy pub¬ 
lished as part of consulta¬ 
tions. A summary of the 
strategy and a questionnaire 
are available on the council’s 
database at www.dudley. 
gov.uk/community/ 


Health bosses apologise for 
failure over baby tragedy 

DUDLEY health chiefs have apologised to the parents of a baby girl 
who died after care “fell below the high standard” expected at 
Dudley’s Russells Hall Hospital. Gemma Peters and Liam Greenfield, 
from Netherton, had criticised staff following complications during 
the birth of their daughter Brook. 



The newborn had suffered brain 
damage and died three days after she 
was born on July 14, 2011. 

Her parents have now taken out a medical 
negligence case against the hospital, whch 
claims there were “failings in care which led 
to death.” 

Chief executive Paula Clark said a thor¬ 
ough investigation had taken place and 
“lessons have been learned” following the 
death of the newborn. 

She added: “First and foremost we would 
like to offer our most sincere condolences to 
Gemma Peters on the sad loss of her baby, 

Brook. 

“Safety is always our top priority and we 
offer our heartfelt apologies that the care 
provided in this case fell below the high 
standard we provide each day for our 
patients. 

Mid wives 

“A thorough investigation was carried out 
and lessons have been learned and appropri¬ 
ate actions taken to help ensure a tragic inci¬ 
dent such as this does not happen again.” 

Miss Peters, aged 26, claimed she was left 
in agony as her baby’s head became stuck 
for more than an hour-and-a-half during the believe what had happened as the preg- 
birth and by the time midwives delivered nancy had gone so well up until then,” said 



Gemma Peters and Liam Greenfield with pictures of their tragic baby Brook 


Brook, she was floppy and unresponsive. 

She said the umbilical cord was knotted 
around her neck. 

Brook was transferred to the neonatal 
unit where, despite the best efforts of 
doctors, it was found she had suffered irre¬ 
versible brain damage. 

“I was distraught and upset and couldn’t 


Miss Peters, of Lodge Crescent. 

The couple said they were advised that 
nothing more could be done and the devas¬ 
tating decision was taken to switch off life 
support. 

The couple have lodged a formal com¬ 
plaint with the Dudley Group NHS Founda¬ 
tion Trust. 


NEWS 

in brief 


Leisure centre is 
upgrading lockers 

NEW lockers are being 
installed at Stour¬ 
bridge’s Crystal Leisure 
Centre as part of a 
£33,000 project. 

Dudley Council is 
investing in new token 
operated lockers at the 
Bell Street centre. 

The leisure pool and 
locker area will be closed 
from January 21 to 24 
and will reopen on 
January 25 once the 
installation of the 
lockers has been com¬ 
pleted. Other facilities at 
the centre, including the 
25-metre pool, will be 
open as usual. 

City visited by 
travel students 

HALESOWEN College 
travel and tourism stu¬ 
dents visited Dublin to 
find out more about the 
holiday and short break 
industry. 

It was part of their 
studies to plan and take 
part in a successful visit. It 
will also help them 
prepare for their next 
piece of work exploring 
airlines and airports. 

Travel and tourism lec¬ 
turer, Laura Lee, said: “All 
the students really 
enjoyed the visit and 
learnt a lot.” 

Panto to shine 

TICKETS are available for 
a theatre group’s panto¬ 
mime starting next week. 
Startime Variety will be 
performing Aladdin and 
his Wonderful Lamp at the 
Cornbow Centre in Hale¬ 
sowen from January 30 to 
February 2. Tickets £10. 



ggSS* 


Window, Conservatory, Porch, Fascia & Soffit News 
How has Rydale built up an excellent reputation? 


It’s simple, customers’ satisfaction and quality. The quality of Rydale’s product, the quality of all Rydale personnel and the unbeatable 
service given to the public is second to none. No wonder Rydale has so many satisfied customers, just look at the facts. Every window 
and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the industry. 

No other company in the area has more experience and know how than Rydale, that's why we have been in business for more than 
27 years. Rydale Windows security features make our windows super safe. We have a wide range of products on display at our 
purpose built 40,000 sq. ft showrooms and factories situated in Long Lane, Halesowen. 

Our window and conservatory advisors are available in our showrooms weekdays from 9.00 am to 5.30 pm and Saturday 9.00 am 
to 4.00 pm. At Rydale we feel that is very important to see products on display before you make your final decision to purchase. 
We invite you to come into our showrooms to view all our products available, the showrooms are here for you the customer. 

At Rydale we do not take any deposits or stage payments, You only pay when the installation has been completed. Rydale 
has been a trusted brand in our area for over 27 years. If we give you a guarantee we will always be here to honour it. Can 
that be said of any other company in the area? Rydale also offer a Supply Only service on all products including free delivery. 

AT RYDALE WE CARE ABOUT THE CUSTOMER, SPEND YOUR MONEY WISELY. 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOMS, WE ARE HERE FOR YOU THE CUSTOMER 


You are invited to visit one of 
the largest Conservatory and 
Window Showrooms in the UK 
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NEWS 


Mayor's awards ready to 
mark 10th anniversary 


THE Mayor Dudley’s Civic 
Awards, which recognises those 
who have contributed most to 
their communities, will celebrate 
its 10th anniversary. 

The awards give people the chance to 
highlight those working tirelessly in their 
communities. 

To mark the milestone a new category has 
been added - the William Shenstone award 
for environment, in honour of the famous 
landscape gardener, who created The Lea- 
sowes park in Halesowen. 

It will join the four other categories which 
are also named after the borough’s greats, 
including Duncan Edwards award for sport, 
the Cedric Hardwicke award for arts, the 
Frank Foley award for community spirit and 
the Thomas Attwood award for education. 

There will also be a sixth trophy up for 
grabs, the Mayor’s Award, which will be 
decided by a public vote next month. Mayor, 
Councillor Melvyn Mottram will nominate 
four people for this award. 

Last year’s winner was Ros Bratt-Wyton, 
who helped set up the Georgina Unit at 
Dudley’s Russells Hall Hospital in 1998. She 
has since helped raise millions of pounds 
through the appeal fund. 

A judging panel will decide the other four 
categories. Nominations for this year’s 
awards are now open and people will be able 
to put names forward until February 18. 

Councillor Mottram said: “As Mayor of 
Dudley I’ve been fortunate to meet people 
who do amazing things.” 

People can nominate online at 
www.dudley.gov.uk or pick up a form from 
libraries this week. 


Folklore and traditions 

DR COLIN Harris will speak about folklore, 
customs and traditions at the next meeting 
of Wordsley History Society on February 14. 

It will be held at 7.30pm in the Commu¬ 
nity Centre, Wordsley Green. The society 
welcomes new members and visitors, at a 
cost of £2, including refreshments. 



Neep into enjoy night 


Halesowen College students Sarah Fullwood, Nicole Wassell and Victo¬ 
ria Park prepare for the Burns’ Night hosted by the hospitality depart- 


HAGGIS, tatties and neeps will be 
on the menu when students at Hale¬ 
sowen College’s training restaurant 
host traditional Burns’ Night festiv¬ 
ities. 

There will be two evenings of 
Scottish food and live entertain¬ 
ment on January 23 and 24. It will 
include bagpipes piping in the 
haggis, followed by the reading of 
The Ode to a Haggis and a toast. 

A sumptuous Scottish menu will 
be prepared by the catering voca¬ 
tional students, which will include 
the traditional cullen skink, haggis 
with neeps and champit tatties 


served with a glass of whisky. Victo¬ 
ria Pask, aged 16, a BTEC Hospital¬ 
ity student at the College, said: “Our 
event nights are always very suc¬ 
cessful and well attended and 
Burns’ night is no exception. 

“We are offering a great night out 
at a very reasonable price, please 
come along and join us for a tradi¬ 
tional taste of Scotland.” 

People should arrive at 6.45pm. 

Call 0121 602 7851 or 0121 602 
7777 ext 211 or email 
restaurant@halesowen.ac.uk for 
tickets. 
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, FREE Upgrade ora Underlay U 
with -this Advert Jv 



FREE HOME VISITS 
0121 544 4788 


Please contact: 

Rob, Adam or Angela at 

High Tree's House, 1 -9 Pool Lane, Oldbury, Warley, West Midlands B69 4QX 



ACHTUNG - PARTS 
FOR EVEN MORE 
GERMANS! 

NOT ONLY VW-AUDI, BUT ALSO 
SEAT, SKODA & MERCEDES 

CHECK OUR UNBEATABLE PRICES 

UPTO 70% DISCOUNT 

Quality, Service & Value Since 1975 

P.W. EURO PARTS LTD. 

TWO GATES LANE 
HALESOWEN WEST MIDLANDS 

TEL: 01384 567752 & 565300 

www.pweuroparts.com 


S Great value 

coach holidays 


Coaches depart from your 


local West Midlands pick up point 




Eastbourne 

Excellent Value Half Board 
Supersaver Breaks 



5 days £119.95 1 

Fri 22 Feb 

Mon 18, 25 Feb 

^ 15, 22, 29 Mar 

11,18, 25 Mar J 


Babbacombe 

Ashley Rise / Norcliffe Hotel 

4 DAYS Fri 29 Mar, 3, 24 May 

5 DAYS Mon 11,18, 25 Mar, 1,15, 22, 29 Apr 



Chester b 
Liverpool 


Sat 16 Mar, 27 Apr 
18 May 



Seaside Specials! 


• Blackpool • Bournemouth • Eastbourne 

• Folkestone • Isle of Wight • Llandudno 

• Newquay • Scarborough 

• Torquay • Weston super Mare 

^Departs aU year - call for brochure 





r -VJLA^UJU-N 

Continental Collection 

• Dublin • Ring of Kerry • Ostend • Paris • Salou 

• Disneyland Paris • Brittany • Krakow • Prague 

• Budapest • Vienna • Costa Brava • Barcelona 

• Diano Marina • Rome • Tuscany • Lake Garda 

• Glacier Express • Austrian Tyrol • Jersey 

• Guernsey 
Call for brochure 


1129.95 


TraOelstyle 

miles more smiles 

Call for brochure 0844 682 0065 


www.travelstyletours.co.uk 
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Archive’s next phase 



Dudley councillor Judy Foster, Councillor Khurshid 
Ahmed and Alex Patrick-Smith 


THE new £6million archives and local history centre in 
Dudley has moved into its next phase. 

Ketley Brick, based in Pensnett, has been selected to 
supply all of the striking blue bricks being used at the 
Tipton Road site. 

The building, which is on track to be completed this 
summer, will house IT and public Wi-Fi services, education 
and conference rooms, a rare books library and research 
area, a well-equipped search room and car parking. It will 
also offer activities for people, local community groups, 
schools and colleges. 

Contractor G F Tomlinson began work on the centre in 
April last year. 

It is being part funded by the European Regional Devel¬ 
opment Fund, as part of the redevelopment of the Castle 
Hill area of Dudley. 

Councillor Khurshid Ahmed, said: “We are delighted to 
be supporting a long standing local business.” 

Alex Patrick-Smith, managing director, of Ketley Brick, 
said: “We are pleased to be associated with such a presti¬ 
gious local project.” 


NEWS 

vandals may 

have ripped 
up memorial 
to Michelle 

A TREE planted as a memorial to a mother 
who died after a battle with cancer has been 
torn up by its roots and stolen, bringing new 
heartbreak to her family. 

It is thought the memorial, evergreen oak, planted in a 
Stourbridge park for 42-year-old Michelle Lockley, was 
either destroyed by vandals or taken by thieves wanting it 
for their garden. 

Michelle’s aunt, Sharon 
Gilson-Pinches, said: “It’s 
so despicable and I can’t 
understand the mentality of 
anyone who could do this - 
the whole family is 
extremely upset and angry. 

“The plaque clearly stated 
that this tree was in loving 
memory of a youngish 
woman who only passed 
away 12 months ago.” 

Mrs Lockley, of Stamford 
Road, Brierley Hill, died in 
Stourbridge’s Mary Stevens 
Hospice in November 2011. 

Soon afterwards, the tree 
was planted near the band¬ 
stand in Mary Stevens Park, 

Stourbridge, where Mrs 
Lockley enjoyed going with 
her sons, Kyle, now 21, and 
Rhys, who is 19. 

Mrs Sharon Gilson- 
Pinches, 53, who lives in 
Wellington, Telford, said: “I 
think someone may have 
taken a fancy to the tree for 
their own garden but even if 
it was uprooted and burned 
by vandals, rather than 



Michelle Lockley 


stolen, it is of no comfort to 
the family.” 

Sgt Keith Pagan said: 
“Our inquiries suggest the 
tree was possibly removed 
by vandals at the same time 
as some fencing was set 
alight in the bandstand area 
of the park on December 11. 
We believe the remains of 
the tree were found the fol¬ 
lowing morning. ” 

Mrs Lockley was diag¬ 
nosed with bowel cancer in 
2007. After treatment, she 
was given the all-clear but 
cancer returned, in her liver 
and lungs. 
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MASSIVE CARPETlAHDlVilHiiiU CLEARANCE 


Roll Ends Reduced To Clear! 


129 Coombs Road, Halesowen Call: 0121 561 4607 



FREE ENTRY FOR 2 NEWCOMERS WITH THIS ADVERT 


CELEBRATING OUR 13TH CONSECUTIVE YEAR 


Contact Bob on: 07711 136616 


New Beginner and 
Improvers Classes 

CLASSES EVERY WEDNESDAY 

at Benjamins Bar „ 

and Restaurant mrj?nu5i& 

Birmingham Street 

in Halesowen town centre s-cfoim, 


Pandoras Prom @ caiifmk bas 

Accept nothing less than perfection 


2013 Prom- 
Dresses 

Now In Stock 



Payment plans 
available 
Reserve your 

Dream Dress 

with £100 deposit 




Pandoras Prom @ California Brides 
5 High Street 
BlackHeath B65 ODT 
0121 559 7555 

www.pandorasprom.co.uk 



Did you know that, 80% of 
our customers are retired? 
Find out why they trust us 
for yourselves... 

40% OFF 

Doors and Drawers 
Before 31st January 


PLUS 10% OFF 

All New Kitchens, 
Bedrooms, Bathrooms 

Book your no obligation Quote Today!! 

0121 550 4821 or 07726104200 

Offers cannot be combined 


Laminate flooring in 
tile form - very classy 

Wet Wall Panelling for 
bathrooms, no more 
grouting 

Budget range of 
flat-pack kitchens, 
super 18mm, for 
better value and 
quality than any of 
the major retailers 
inclusive of soft close 
doors, and drawers 


OVER 100 DOOR 
STYLES, AVAILABLE 
IN ANY COLOUR YOU 
CAN NAME 

OVER 200 
WORKTOP FINISHES 

ALL CABINETS AND 
WARDROBES 18MM 
PRE-BUILT 


No False Promises! No Pressure! 


ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 


1 ^^ I 


At QKM 

We are dedicated to offering our customers 
the finest service within the 
home improvement market 

THE GUILD 

OF MASTER CRAFTSMEN 

Membership No A120074 

'We have customers who would be more than happy to 
sho w you th e excellent i 



Appliances: Neff, 
Bosch, Rangemaster, 
Belling, Baumatic, 
Hotpoint, Stoves and 
many more 

Franke Sinks 50 Year 
Guarantee 

What our customers say! 

“...it looks like a palace...” 
“...definitely recommend 
‘Quality Kitchens’ to our 
friends and family...” 
.totally professional from 
I beginning to end...” 

_ 


Homeowners... 

Looking to sell? 

Enhance the prospects of selling your property - stunning 
results for a minimum outlay 

Just moved in? 

Let us help to transform your property into a dream home 

Decided to stay? 

Fall in love again with your home - Revamp your kitchen, 
bedroom or bathroom and allow us to show your home's true potenti* 

Bring us your dream pictures and we will bring them to /] 


CUSTOMER SATISFACTION GUARANTE 

www.qkm.org.uk WE W[LL NOTLETYOUDOWN!! 

IttN Quality 


> Minimal disruption 
• Free design service 
1 Unbeatable prices 


OPEN: 

Monday-Friday 9.30 am-5.00 pm 
Saturday 10.00 am-2.00 pm 


Kitchen 
Makeovers Ltd 

And Associated Companies 

Oak Lodge Buildings, Furnace Hill 
Halesowen B63 3LZ 

Tel: 0121 550 4821 Mobile: 07726 104200 
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Hearing Centres 


Free NHS 
digital 
hearing 
aids 

Are now available at Specsavers 


If you are aged 55 or over and need an NHS hearing aid, we've just made life much 
easier. Specsavers is now an accredited NHS provider of adult hearing services. That 
means the latest hearing technology is available, free, from your local Specsavers 
store. Your hearing test is also free. 

To find out whether you are eligible to receive free NHS hearing aids 
at Specsavers, visit specsavers.co.uk or call 0800 077 8659 


NHS services delivered by Specsavers on behalf of Birmingham and Solihull, and Black Country PCT cluster. ©2012 Specsavers Hearing 
Centres. All rights reserved. 



fi -Zee Fix 1 



White 
Light Oak 
Rosewood 

Woodgrain 
on Mite 


DOUBLE GLAZING 
INSTALLATIONS & REPAIRS 

Telephone: 01384 239761 
Mobile: 07769 975841 

70mm Internally Glazed 
High Security Frames ‘ 

♦ 28mm Pilkington ‘K’ Units 
♦ Document L Compliant 

* Shoot Bolt Locking 

* Sight Line Glazing 
Secured By Design PAS023 / PAS024 


Repairs and Upgrades Broken Locks Sticking Doors 
Insurance Work Door Panels Handles and 

Failed Units Letter Boxes Mechanisms 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED PHONE 
TODAY FOR A FREE QUOTATION 



O GYM NOW OPEN 

O OpS ^^da ys a week I 

S Nv OConSacfand M 

non contract available 

O Payas'you go _ 

Fitness Centre -— 

Cardio Resistance Free Weights " ■— ---—■— m 

Doulton Road Unit F T: 01384 638558 

Rowley Regis B65 8JQ M: 07721 783291 

www.ultimate-fitness.org.uk 


“We have found that 60% of our business comes from our advert in the 
Chronicle” LB plastering services 
To find out how you can advertise from as little as a week, 

CONTACT RYAN COOPER 

01384 353 227 

thechronicle 



LETTERS 

Conned over tax contributions 


A NEW year and another new pension 
scheme is introduced, this time called a 
Workplace pension. 

We are told that we who are “all in it 
together” are to receive a standard 
pension, as the present system is too 
complicated. Funny that, when Gradu¬ 
ated pensions were introduced in 1961 
it wasn't too complicated to take the 
contributions from our wages and then 
in 1975 we had SERPS, once again 


based on the principle of paying more in 
if you earned more, and so having a 
bigger pension. 

Then we had S2P introduced in 2002, 
and so the payments carried on being 
made into this imaginary pot which we 
hoped would give us a decent retire¬ 
ment after almost 50 years of paying in. 

The pot is actually a bottomless pit, 
the money we have paid is not saved for 
us at all, but used for whatever the gov¬ 


ernment of the time wants to do with 
it - it is just another tax, and worse it is 
a giant con trick which most people are 
taken in by. All that extra money should 
be there for us as we paid it in good 
faith. No government of whichever 
party has the right to take contribu¬ 
tions from our wages to spend on other 
than what we were told it was for. 

RON GWILLIAMS 

Salcombe Drive, Brierley Hill 


Animal welfare 
the top priority 

ALTHOUGH the new fea¬ 
tures planned for Dudley 
Zoo are probably a good 
idea, I think some consider¬ 
ations should also be given 
to its residents. Larger or at 
least enhanced enclosures, 
especially for the big cats 
and bear, could make a sig¬ 
nificant difference to these 
animals who spend their 
lives there. Obviously the 
zoo needs to make a profit 
but creatures’ welfare 
should be a priority. 
ROSEMARY DODD 
Townsend Avenue 
Sedgley 

What happened? 

WHILST I have always 
known Wolverhampton was 
a hive of industry, until I 
read the Festival of Britain 
(1951) memorial booklet in 
Beatties’ Heritage Room, I 
was astounded to what 
extent it contributed to the 
nation’s wealth at that time. 
Villiers, Goodyears, ECC, 
Courtaulds, Star Alu¬ 
minium, Brockhouse, Gib¬ 
bons, Butlers, Boulton Paul, 
Qualcast, Chubb, Ever 
Ready, Meadows, Guy Mot¬ 
ors and Turner are just a 
sample of the major compa¬ 
nies - whatever happened? 
NORMAN NEWCOMBE 
Underley Close 
Wall Heath 


LETTERS to the Editor 


POST 

Halesowen Chronicle, Chroni¬ 
cle Editorial, 51-53 Queen 
Street, Wolverhampton 
WV11ES 


E-MAIL 

Dudley.chrons@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number of the writer. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 


Thank you from the 
bottom of my heart 


MAY I please thank the kind person who handed my car key 
into the butcher’s shop by the crossing in Sedgley, just 
before Christmas week. 

A kind gentleman told me he had seen someone pick my 
key up on the crossing, he saw me looking for my key in my 
handbag, by the time my sister and I dashed back the person 
had gone. 

Inside my car were seven wreathes to take to Bilston 
Cemetery for members of our family, this I do every Christ¬ 
mas, and to me it is important and my first priority. I live in 
Shropshire and had gone to Sedgley first to take one to St 
Chad’s Church in Sedgley for my brother. 

After asking my brother-in-law, who I telephoned to ask 
the best way to go about it, he suggested I go to the shops 
that were near the crossing (prior to calling him, I had been 
to the police station in Sedgley, where you ring a buzzer, and 
a voice answers, so that was of no use, we have lost the old 
and best way by speaking to someone on the counter ). 

Luckily the first call was the butcher’s, and yes the good 
Samaritan had handed my key in, so after nearly two hours 
of panic, we continued our journey. I would like to thank 
that kind person from the bottom of my heart. 

MRS REGINE PARKINSON, 

Priorslee Village, Telford 


Parking fees 
threaten town 

WHAT on earth are the 
councillors trying to do to 
Cradley Heath? Not content 
with ripping the heart out of 
a thriving town by allowing 
Tesco to open a large super¬ 
market, they are now 
making the car parks into 
pay-and-display! This will 
only have one result: more 
people using the supermar¬ 
ket (where the parking is 
free) and fewer people in the 
town. The market will be 
lucky to survive, as will 
those shops still trading so 
any monetary gain from 
parking fees will be offset by 
loss of business rates. Any 
more bright ideas? 

MR S TURLEY 
Sandringham Road 
Wordsley 

Wonderful person 

ON Tuesday of last week, 
near to Sedgley post office, I 
slipped on ice and fell 
between two cars. A young 
lady pushing a toddler came 
to help me. This kind person, 
who I believe lived locally 
was a nurse at New Cross 
Hospital, helped me get into 
my car. She also posted my 
letters. Can anyone help me 
to find who this wonderful 
person is? 

MR M BROWN 
Sandyfields Road 
Sedgley 


Midland IIPVC 



SAVE POUNDS ON YOUR F^JEL BILLS 
WITH OUR ENERGY RATED WINDOWS 

JANUARY SALE 6 FLAT 
WINDOWS ANY SIZE 



£1450 


fitted 


Buy Direct from your local manufacturer 


A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS \ F : ee ? esign 

. ■ 10 yr Insurance back guarantee 

Visit OUT wobsito’ "Secured by design Quality Products 

www.midlandupvc.co.uk ' sav j ng & Door %„ 

r ■ All built and installed by our own fitters 

INIo hMiddGn uery competitive fyracG il 

3x3 Edwardian Conservatory 

£5000 

Laminate Flooring & Electrics Included 
Terms & Conditions apply 



Fantastic new Door Range 


As seen on the 

BBC DIY SOS 



SPECIAL OFFER 

RVC Door- 
From 


Fitted 


Also Special Offers on Conservatories 



ALL AREAS COVERED O I 384 234 I 70 

After 5pm O I 384 429 I 52 


sales@midlandupvc.co.uk 

OFFICE HOURS Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm 
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NEWS 

Slumped bus driver had 
drunk a bottle of vodka 


Shop to support hospice 



Business manager Simon Henwood and Gail Phillips, the senior shops 
manager, in the Mary Stevens Hospice shop, Brierley Hill High Street 


VOLUNTEERS have celebrated the 
opening of a new charity store sup¬ 
porting Mary Stevens Hospice 

The premises in Brierley Hill 
High Street to complement its orig¬ 
inal store. The new shop will stock a 
range of designer clothing and goods 
donated from supporters. 

The hospice will continue to keep 
open its other store in the High 
Street for furniture and homeware 
items. Simon Hendwood, from the 


Stourbridge-based hospice, said the 
new store will be more accessible to 
shoppers. 

“This store is only on a single level 
making it easier for people to get 
around,” he said. 

“We are really pleased to have 
opened the store. It will sell some 
different styles to the existing store 
and will also be fed with lines from 
the distribution centre at the rear of 
the market.” 


A BUS driver from Lye who was 
two and a half times the drink- 
drive limit after consuming a 
bottle of vodka the day before her 
morning shift has received a sus¬ 
pended prison sentence. 

Sheryl Williams had not eaten anything 
for six days before she drove a Denis Dart 
Bus around Cannock for almost three hours 
on January 2. 

She began work at 6.30am and was said to 
be “in a good mood” by her manager at 
Hanson’s bus company, but by 9.20am 
police had received a report that a bus driver 
had collapsed while driving. 

The only passenger on Williams’ bus, 
which was in Mill Lane at the time, had 
phoned an ambulance after Williams 
stopped the bus and was ill by the roadside. 

The 43-year-old, of High Street, was 
taken to Russells Hall Hospital and after 
being breathalysed was arrested by police, 
who measured she had 91 microgrammes of 
alcohol in 100 millilitres of breath. 

Sorry 

Mr John Peel told Cannock Magistrates’ 
Court: “She said she had not eaten for six 
days and had consumed a small bottle of 
vodka on January 1. She said she was very 
sorry for being over the limit and is very dis¬ 
appointed in herself.” 

She has since lost her job at Hanson’s. 

Mr Robert Perry, defending, said she had 
never been in trouble before during her five- 
and-a-half year employment with the bus 
firm and called the incident “a moment of 
madness”. 

“Two years ago her partner suffered a 
stroke and she continued doing 12 hour 
shifts while caring for him at home,” he 
added. “She had an argument with her 
partner and had a drink. 

“She feels extremely remorseful for 
what’s happened. She’d come to the end of 
her tether and this was clearly a one-off.” 

Williams pleaded guilty to driving when 
over the limit and was given an eight-week 
prison sentence, suspended for 12 months. 

She was told to do 60 hours of unpaid 
work and pay £165 costs. 



Our cabinets are made 
locally at our state of 
the art facility here in 
the Black Country 


Hagley 


Beautiful Kitchens & Bathrooms, Designed with Imagination and Skillfully Fitted with Care 






J 






f 


jj 


— i 


Guaranteed unbeata 


"Outstanding kitchen, thoughtfu ly 

designed, exce lent service 


Mrs Anderson, Hayley Green 


'They gave us our perfect kitchen, a great local company." Sandra Donnelly, Kingswinford 
"A major project completed on time without any problems" Gill McKenzie, Codsall 

"We must have changed our minds a dozen times, they happily made the 
changes - and Without any extra costs" Jeni &Tony Kingston, Tettenhall 

"Our beautiful, top of the range ovens, were supplied at better than internet 
prices, delivered, installed ana fully guaranteed" Mrs & Mr Griffiths, Halesowen 


Call us now for your 
FREE, no obligation 
survey and design 

07776 207596 

OR: 0121 6023031 


Visit our website to see some of our range WWW.HagleyKitchenS.CO.uk 


INSTALLATION • TILING • GAS • ELECTRIC • PLUMBING • BUILDING 


SERVICING • MOT’S • BRAKES • DISCS • SHOCKS • EXHAUSTS • TYRES • BATTERIES • 4x4 TYRES 

ItinuuESTune 

PREMIUM SPECIALS 

Size/Make Price 

195/65 VR15 Bridgestone T001 £61.00 

205/55 VR16 Bridgestone T001 £65.50 

225/45 YR17 Bridgestone S001 £97.50 

225/40 YR18 Bridgestone RE050XL £115.00 



PREMIUM SPECIALS 


Size / Make 

205/55WR16 Avon ZV5 
215/55WR16 Avon ZV5X/L 
225/45WR17 Avon ZV5X/L 
225/40WR18 Avon ZV5 X/L 


Price 

£64.95 

£85.95 

£88.95 

£102.50 


BATTERIES 

£47.95 


With 3 YEAR WARRANTY, 
(UK063E) only 



STANDARD TYRES from 

► £30.50 

165/70TR13 . 

175/70TR14 . 

175/65TR14 . 

FROM ONLY £30.50 

FROM ONLY £38.75 

FROM ONLY £33.50 

PERFORMANCE TYRES from 

► £38.50 

185/60HR14 . 

185/65HR15 . 

195/65HR15 . 

FROM ONLY £38.50 

FROM ONLY £38.50 

FROM ONLY £38.95 

HIGH PERFORMANCE TYRES from 

Y £39.95 

185/55VR15 . 

195/65VR15 . 

205/55VR16 . 

FROM ONLY £41.00 

FROM ONLY £39.95 

FROM ONLY £44.95 

ULTRA HIGH PERFORMANCE TYRES from 

► £48.95 


205/55WR16 . FROM ONLY £48.95 

225/45WR17. FROM ONLY £49.95 

225/40WR18 . FROM ONLY £49.95 

IF YOUR TYRE SIZE IS NOT SHOWN PLEASE CALL FOR A QUOTATION. 

ALL INCLUSIVE PRICES WITH NO HIDDEN EXTRAS! 


MERRY HILL 

Level Street, Brierley Hill DY5 1UA 
Close to Merry Hill Centre r. - . 

Tel: 01384 75555 W 


Also at: KIDDERMINSTER Unit 1C, Greenhill Ind. Est., Birmingham Road, DY10 2RN. Tel: 01562 752777 




A UcH, b-utuutM' jiv frc*, 


WE ARE OPEN: MONDAY - FRIDAY 8.30am - 6.00pm, SATURDAYS 8.00am - 4.00pm. 

OUR PRICES ARE ALL INCLUSIVE - NO HIDDEN EXTRAS! ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED. 
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Tipping the Slag - a painting of industrial Black Country by Edwin Butler Bayliss (Picture: Christopher Bayliss) 


Children playing on coal waste at The Lunt, Bilston, in the 1920s (Picture: Wolverhampton Archives) 



'An angry sea of black shale* 


THE work of the great Black 
Country painter Edwin Butler 
Bayliss now on display in 
Wolverhampton gives us an 
idea of what it must have felt 
like to look out over the pre¬ 
war landscape of the area. 

In particular, it depicts a scene laid 
waste by mining and quarrying. 

Air pollution of the Black Country is 
well known - it’s how many believe it 
got its name. But the long-term abuse 
of the land surface is less widely under¬ 
stood. 

“Unlike anything else in England” is 
how the historian William Hoskins 
described it in the 1950s - and he had 
travelled about a bit. 

He likened it to a strange desert, “a 
black, tormented Sahara . . . the after- 
math of robber-exploitation of the 
earth”. 

Ten years before, while planning 
post war Black Country housing 
estates, the architect Charles Reilly 
poetically described the area as ‘an 
angry sea of black shale’. 

But all this devastation wasn’t a 
product of the 1950s or the 1940s. 

We can follow the trail of evidence 


by Paul Quigley 

Landscape archaeologist, the 
distinctly black country network 


further back. In the early 1930s a 
planner wrote that the Black Country 
contained “twenty square miles where 
almost the only land not built up is 
covered by the refuse from disused 
pits”. 

Older evidence, in the photos of the 
1920s for example, like the one here of 
kids playing on coal waste in Bilston, 
tells us that the state of dereliction has 
roots going further back. 

Marked 

In fact the problem of derelict land 
in the Black Country goes deep into 
the previous century. 

One way we know this is a recent 
English Heritage study of the area - 
the Historic Landscape Characterisa¬ 
tion. 

This uses historic maps to trace the 
extent of dereliction. The map here is 
based on the study. 

It shows the area of Dudley, 
Sandwell, Walsall, and Wolverhamp¬ 
ton marked with all the derelict land in 


1939. At that point there was 38 square 
kilometres of it (14 square miles) in a 
pattern which traced the whole South 
Staffordshire coalfield. 

This might be shocking enough (it 
was probably the most intense concen¬ 
tration of derelict land in Britain at the 
time). 

But the study reveals something 
else. It shows that nearly two-thirds of 
this neglected land had been in this 
state for at least 40 years. 

Some was even older - two fifths of 
the waste land which existed in 1939 
had lain around in that state since 
1885 or before. 

The fact is that, in the mid 19th 
century the unplanned rush to exploit 
mineral and other resources had 
brought the small area of the Black 
Country into a position of interna¬ 
tional economic significance. 

But it left a long-lasting scar on the 
local environment which arguably is 
still visible in the area today. 

Edwin Butler Bayliss: Poet Painter 
of the Black Country is at Wolver¬ 
hampton Art Gallery until April 27. 

More information on derelict land in 
the Black Country is available at 
http://distinctlyblackcountry.org.uk The swathe of derelict land in the Black Country in 1939 



ADVERTISEMENT 

WINTER IS HERE - 
and so is FREE 
heating, reduced bills 
and funding for low 
Income households! 


DON'T MISS OUT - 
IT'S FREE! 

That's the message to Britain's 
low-income households this 
winter. ECO Affordable Warmth 
is a new government-funded 
scheme that is designed to 
provide support to those 
vulnerable, and includes 
certain means tested benefits 
and tax credits. 

Provided by Dyson Energy 
Services, this quality 'must-have' 
offers private home-owners 
and private tenants in rented 
accommodation an energy¬ 
saving menu that will make a 
huge difference at a time when 
money is tight. 

Mr. Tony Hardiman, Managing 
Director at Dyson Energy 
Services says “We are very 
proud to have been given 
the job of bringing the ECO 
Affordable Warmth service to 
customers. It's a marvelous 
scheme whereby those who 
qualify could receive a new 
boiler or repair, cavity wall 
insulation and loft insulation to 
mention just a few measures - 
and because our Quality 
Management System conforms 
to BS EN IS09009, this 
together with a team of Quality 
Control Officers ensures that 


our work is of the highest 
possible standards.” 

So the message is simple, 
if you're having difficulty finding 
the means to heat your home 
to an adequate standard, 
Dyson Energy Services will 
put in place those measures 
to improve the thermal 
performance of your property 
and reduce the cost of your fuel 
bills. It's an obligation from your 
Energy Supplier to deliver 
primarily new heating systems 
and basic insulation measures, 
such as cavity wall and loft 
insulation, under the ECO 
scheme. 

Tony Hardiman goes on to 
say “We don't know how long 
the scheme will be available for 
so it's vitally important that 
those households that think 
they may be eligible should call 
us straight away to avoid 
disappointment - it's free and 
could make all the difference 
between a cold home - or a 
warm one.” 

If you’re not a low income 
household, we can still offer 
you great deals on boiler 
replacements and insulation. 
For more information, call 
Dyson Energy Services FREE 
on 0800 0232 756 . 


Funding for 

Heating 
Insulation 

available NOW! 



ECO* Affordable Warmth provides FREE heating and 
Insulation improvements to low income households, on 
certain means tested benefits and tax credits, living in 
properties that are poorly insulated and/or do not have a 
working central heating system. You must own your own 
home or rent privately in order to qualify for this funding 
(you will not qualify if you live in a Housing Association or 
Council property). 


Funding available for 

improvements such as: 

• Boiler Replacements - gas, oil 
and LPG 

• Boiler Repairs 

• Cavity wall insulation 

• Loft insulation 

• Other insulation measures for 
some non-traditional cavities. 

If you are in receipt of one of 

the qualifying benefits below, 

you may be eligible for funding: 

• Child tax credit with an 
income of £15,860 or less 

• Income-related employment 
and support allowance (takes 
into account household 
income/ pension/savings of 
£6,000 and the effect your 
disability has on your ability 
to work) with either: 

- a child under 16, or under 20 
but in 

full-time education (excluding 
University) or 

- child tax credit with a 
disability element or 

- a disability element or 

- a pensioner element 


• Income-based job seeker's 
allowance (unemployed or 
work less than 16 hours a 
week) with either: 

- a child under 16, or under 20 
but in full-time education or 

- child tax credit with a 
disability element or 

- a disability element or 

- a pensioner element 

• Income support (lone parent, 
on mat/ paternity leave or 
carer) with either: 

- a child under 16, or under 20 
but in full-time education or 

- child tax credit with a 
disability element or 

- a disability element or 

- a pensioner element 

• State pension credit 

• Working tax credit with an 
income of £15,860 or less 
with either: 

- a child under 16, or under 20 
but in full-time education or 

- a disabled worker element or 
severe disability element or 

- is aged 60 years or over. 


* Funding is through the Energy Company Obligation. 


To take advantage of this funding 
and to arrange a FREE no obligation 
survey, please call free on 0800 0232 
756 quoting DES/ECO-OLD-HC. 

Don't delay ... keep warm today! 





Get ready for 
Valentine's Day, 

Promote your business via 
leaflet distribution for only 


Stockists of SB 

Sherborne Upholstery 


Unbeatable prices on 3 piece 
suites, high seated chairs 
‘Lift and Rise’ recliners 


0121 559 2402 

1A Causeway, Blackheath 


Now open Saturday 10am-2pm, 
Weekdays 10am-4.30pm 
Closed all day Thursday* Private car park 


01384 353 227 




JtM 


chronicle 


“We have found 
that 60 % of our 
business comes 
from our advert in 
the Chronicle” 
LB plastering 
services 


To find out how 
you can advertise 
from as little as 
a week, 
CONTACT 
RYAN COOPER 


npl 

019023 

leafletoffers@expr< 
to recieve yoi 

We make sure they get into th( 
Express & Star 


JOHN T. HARRIS 

Blackheath Furniture & Bedroom Centre 
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Nick is back in the 
fray with venture 



Managing Directors Nigel Morris and Nick Shutts in the 
warehouse at JG Foods, Kingswinford 


NICK Shutts had planned a nice, relaxing early retirement 
when he sold his business in 2008. 

The business, Julian Graves, had been sold on a number 
of times, but when Holland & Barratt bought it that year, 
the businessman from Bewdley decided to put his feet up. 

“I went into retirement, spent some time with my feet up 
and I bought myself a sit-on lawnmower, as you do, ” said the 
57-year-old from Bewdley. 

“But when my old company was put into administration 
in July 2012,1 thought it was maybe time to get somebody 
to sit on the lawnmower for me and to get back to work.” 

So JG Foods was created a month later and by mid- 
December had 10 shops open and had sold £500,000 in 
produce. The business, from its distribution base on the 
Pensnett Trading Estate, Kingswinford, sells dried fruit, 
nuts and confectionary at Grape Tree outlets across the 
country. The distribution centre employs 40 and Mr Shutts 
said he hopes to open at least 20 more stores during the 
course of this year. The first of these will be in Bedford with 
negotiations underway in Sutton Coldfield and Royal 
Leamington Spa. 

Mr Shutts, who runs the company along with business 
partner Nigel Morris, said the company’s short-term aim 
was for 50 shops. 


NEWS 

Area plagued 

by 16 metal 
raids in just 
two months 


A PRIMARY school and neighbouring homes 
have been hit by metal thieves who have 
struck 16 times in the last two months. 


Hurst Hill Primary School in Coseley, has been attacked 
five times since November. Police are now warning resi¬ 
dents to listen out for scratching or knocking noises - and 
check them out. Police have upped patrols after lead flash¬ 
ing was ripped from roofs ■■ foy |_OlliSe Jew 
and windows across the B * _ 


area, in some cases causing 
thousands of pounds of 
damage. 

A 23-year-old man has 
been arrested on suspicion 
of theft after £15,000 of air 
conditioning units and 
copper piping were stolen 
from a house in Whitehouse 
Street recently. 

He was questioned by offi¬ 
cers and has been released 
on police bail pending 
further enquiries. 

Sgt James Jones, who 
leads the Coseley East 
neighbourhood police team, 
said: “Since November 
we’ve seen 16 metal thefts 
across the area and virtually 
all relate to lead flashing. 

“Generally, metal theft 
has fallen by more than 60 
er cent over the past year 
ut it seems we’re having a 
spate in this one area. 

“We’ve upped our patrols 


and are targeting known 
thieves who may operate 
across this part of the 
Dudley borough, but we also 
want people living and 
working in Coseley and 
Hurst Hill to keep their eyes 
peeled. 

“Anyone stealing flashing 
from windows or a roof 
would be fairly exposed to 
people driving or walking by, 
and it is likely to be noisy for 
people inside. 

“If you happen to hear a 
scratching or knocking noise 
then check it out.” 

The crimes at Hurst Hill, 
in Paul Street, span from 
November 7 through to mid- 
December, with the thieves 
stealing lead from the roof 
on each occasion. 

Sgt Jones added that some 
people thought it was a vic¬ 
timless crime but putting it 
right could cost thousands. 
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mucklow hill interiors 

tiles | bathrooms | kitchens | bedrooms 
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Find us at: 

Mucklow 

Hill 

Halesowen 
B62 8DL 

Telephone 
0121 585 5588 



HasHtiry WiriddWs Ltd* 



SPECIAL OFFER 


Iflnrougho 1 _ 
|includin?fittingl 

Bn 


OTHER OFFERS 
AVAILABLE 





* Your local well established business offering top quality 
products and service 

* No payment until completion 

* Call us now for a great deal on your new windows, 
doors and conservatories 

* Visit our showroom * Deal direct with the owner 

* If you want quality, value and service it ‘has to be Hasbury’! 


9 Halesowen Road, Halesowen, West Midlands B62 9AA 

01214217001/01214212104 


(opposite the Stag & Three Horseshoes) 

SHOWROOM OPEN: 

Mon-Fri 8 am-5 pm • Sat 10 am-2 pm 

Phonelines open 9 am-9 pm 
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JANUARY OFFERS 





yn&i! 

1988 BUSINESS 


i i 


UK LIMITED 

Roofing • Windows • Doors • Porches / • Fascias • Conservatories 

JEMBSaMfMHH 

for ANY Conservatory over 15 sq.metres 

II |n 1 Conservatories/Windows Installer 
IllU I The brand you can trust 


Die 

products from the Midlands 


BUY NOW, PAY LATER OR 
0% INTEREST FREE CREDIT 



SPECIAL 
OFFERS •n 
Windows 
A Doors! 


HUGE 
SAVINGS 
ON FASCIAS 
& SOFFITS, 


Pi 

IHUBH 


ISII 

ilacing? 

laranlee 

ipto50yeapss^$f 


Walsall 
Cannock 
Wolverhampton 
Stafford 
Coventry 

Sandwell & Dudley 


TTTTf 


01922 430 908 
01543 401 101 
01902 489 498 
01785 318 699 
02476 960 880 
01384 847 123 


Stratford Upon Avon 
Leamington Spa 
Telford 
Rugby 

Kidderminster 

Birmingham 


01789 270 726 
01926 702 303 
01952 427 667 
01788 211 019 
01562 539 341 
0121 568 7388 



SttKtrical f i r Tc J our ■ ruiaws 
over 20 yanre 090. £int« mov r*y 
in naw had a concc^vafery czrttd 
o full of window* and 

reco«ynended to oil our 

♦ rvends and farm* *y 
of D 


The may you and your comsany 
dca»- with me from st a rt to nosh 
Ho* heyond doubt rare tHon »-«t 


total Ootis foctien 
I am very impr*«itd 
Mr of Cowtnt r-y 


FENSA 


Registered Company 
24875 



ThonA you To your office 
staff who co-ordinated 
everything perfectly 
Mr and Mr* Simmons 
of Walsall 


_reuitmeiukd to 

1 ha msmim ID mm m and 
recertt^r hod a conje^vattry fitted 
■ 1 ant' the tract*, mitt* 
quality and service 
feae of Stafford 


X am del'qhtec n-^h rny 
conservatory and would 
highly r*<ommend your firm 
M.-SJ CKalloner of 
WolverHamcton 


GIFT VOUCHER 


I In Conjunction with Conservatory Order - One Item per customer 

I 0 Electrics including Fan Light Q Air Cooler/Heater Q Laminate Flooring 

Please specify by ticking box [Must be handed to representative on first visit] 

I FENSA I 


m 


© PILKINGTON 


FOR A FREE QUOTATION CALL OUR FREEPHONE NO. 


0500 77 75 75 hc 


I 


Pinfold Street, Darlaston/Wednesbury WSIO SSY Regional Depot: 0121 56S 73SS Fax: 0121 56S 88 

Email: sureshielduk@btconnect.com Website: stormsealuk.com 

Not to be used in conjunction with any other offer 


NEWS 

Schools pool resources 
in education federation 


TWO schools in Kinver have 
joined forces as a federation for 
them to share resources. 

Foley Infant and Brindley Heath Junior 
schools have linked up under the partner¬ 
ship. 

They share one headteacher - Jason Wil¬ 
letts - and a single board of governors. Each 
school has kept its own identity and is 
responsible for managing its own budget. 

They also each have their own deputy 
headteacher while Mr Willetts works across 
both sites on a daily basis. 

A business manager has been appointed 
to deal with premises, staffing and financial 
management - a position which neither 
school could have sustained without the 
formal collaboration. 

Mr Willetts said: “Our federation has 
many benefits for children, parents and staff 
- consistency of approach towards teaching 
and learning in order to raise standards; the 
appointment of the business manager which 
allows me, as headteacher, to focus my time 
and efforts purely on teaching and learning 
for the benefit of all the children and the 
consistency of all policies and procedures 
across both schools. 

“Ultimately, we feel our children, parents 
and staff receive all the benefits of a primary 
school education whilst retaining the advan¬ 
tages of individual infant and junior set¬ 
tings. The governing body of Kinver 
Primary Federation has been established 
from parents and staff from each school and 
members of the community 

The Federation, which is a formal and 
legal agreement between the two schools, 
came into force on January 1. 


Therapy pets are wanted 

A CHARITY which takes dogs and cats into 
care homes for comfort and companionship 
is appealing for more pets in Stourbridge 
and Dudley. 

For further information on Pets As 
Therapy visit www.petsastherapy.org or call 
01384 378590. 



Beryl Wilkes with the 2013 Coseley Calendar featuring Sedgley Beacon 


A CALENDAR is claiming a Black 
Country landmark as its own in 
what could be a controversial move. 

Coseley Calendar - an annual 
labour of love by historian Beryl 
Wilkes and her son John - lays claim 
to Grade II monument Sedgley 
Beacon and the hill for its front 
cover. It reveals that, after Coseley 
gained independence from Sedgley, 
in whose district it used to lie, the 
beacon moved with it. 

“I won’t stick my neck out as far 


as saying it should be called Coseley 
Beacon but it is just over the border 
into our district,” said Beryl. Mrs 
Wilkes, aged 79, of The Paddock, 
Coseley, has been producing the 
Coseley Calendar since 2000 with 
her son. 

It can be bought for £4.25, with 
£1.10 for postage and packing, from 
Movie Magic, Castle Street, Regards 
on Bramford Estate, Lynne’s 
Flower Cabin, Summerhill Road, 
and Hurst Hill Post Office. 



USE YOUR LOFT! 


Bison' 

Loft Ladders \r 

Access your loft safely 
and easily with Bison loft 
stairs. The stairs are made 
and fitted by our Midlands 
craftsmen using timber from 
sustainable sources. A gas 
strut mechanism requiring 
just fingertip control makes 
opening and closing your loft 
stairs exceptionally easy. 

• Fully manufactured 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’loft ladders, 
only available from us 

• Full 10 year parts 
& labour guarantee 

• The only product available 
with a safety handle in 
the loft 

• Patented gas strut 
operation 

• Fitted in approx 2 hours 

Flooring and lighting can also 
be provided, adding a very 
useful additional room to 
your home. 

^ 0 0 

All major credit cards accepted 


theloft Mstairs company 



The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 59, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 

Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 

Freephone 0800 389 1281 
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Opening offers... 
End Sunday 5pm! 


... KVlemty -HiM (Wj&st (j umtiuiw aupenAkml 


LOWEST PRICES ALWAYS GUARANTEED AT WILLIAM & SONS 

f ! 


Never beaten on price... that’s our promise! 



Jfcd •bardi 


y " WK.-O A LLANO 


HTL mSoIi KK«stown 


now from £299 

Contemporary bedrooms... 

Ultra cool & modern sliding door robes... 

Sliding door robes NOW from only £299! 


nolte A Its 


WILLIAM&SONS 

Level Street Merry Hill West Midlands DY51UA 


T. 01384 77444 • www.williamandsons.co.uk 


MONDAY TO FRIDAY 10-5.30pm 
SATURDAY 10-5.30pm 
SUNDAY 11-5pm 


W / iff/ MERRY ' 

r«,M HILL 

WILLIAMI shopping 

& SONS fa\ CENTRE 


QuAk 

f^oiw 
VSeitwijca. 


E&OE. 
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Flats plan 
for offices 
approved 

A SET of old offices in 
Cradley Heath will be trans¬ 
formed into homes for pro¬ 
fessionals after being 
granted permission by 
council planning bosses. 

Under a delegated deci¬ 
sion by Sandwell Council the 
terraced style building in 
Court Street, Old Hill, which 
is currently owned by MHS 
Alarm Services Ltd, will be 
transformed into a multi 
occupancy home designed to 
meet a need for the areas 
professionals. 

It will have a secure 
parking bay and eight cycle 
spaces for bicycles. 

Architecture Design Stu¬ 
dio, Hodgehill, Birmingham 
aims to change the office 
space downstairs into bed¬ 
rooms with living facilities. 

The upstairs apartments 
will be turned into bedrooms 
with kitchenettes. 

There will be two self con¬ 
tained flats to the rear of the 
property and three bed¬ 
rooms with living facilities. 

Bedtime story 

CHILDREN are being in¬ 
vited to dress in their py¬ 
jamas for a bedtime story at 
Cradley Library. Halesowen 
author Lee Howell will be 
reading his book Millie’s 
Magic Bed on January 31, 
from 6pm to 6.45pm. It tells 
of a girl who got taken on a 
magical journey to Bucking¬ 
ham Palace following the 
Royal Wedding. 


If you have any news 
stories or pictures from 
this area let us know. 

Email: tom.mason 

@expressandstar. co.uk 
or call 01902 319466 


Volunteers call to turn church 
ground into memorial orchard 


THE vicar of a Cradley church is looking for 
volunteers to help bring the dream of a 
restored churchyard memorial orchard to life. 

The memorial garden will be planted with wild flowers 
and blossoming fruit trees and is designed to allow families 
to commemorate their families. 

The idea suggested by the — . T 

vicar, the Rev Katryn ■ b Y Tom Mason 
Leclezio, came after an area 


of land was gifted to the 
church by local firm Ham- 
mersleys was deemed to 
steep for burials. 

She said: “Fve not been at 
the church long but local 
people have told me that 
they feels its disgraceful the 
way the it has been left.” 

“Many of the graves are 
no longer cared for as fami¬ 
lies have moved away or can 
no longer take care of them. ” 

As part of the plans the 
churchyard will be cleared 
and restored after and 
already local firms and 
people as well as the Princes 
Trust have got involved to 
help. 

A team of volunteers, who 
meet on the first Saturday of 
every month, have begun 


some of the hard work clear¬ 
ing weeds and brambles. 

“We would love more vol¬ 
unteers to come help our 
already dedicated green 
spaces team, people make 
the difference on a project 
like this, a lot more can be 
done in a day by 20 rather 
than 10 people,” she added. 

The church also plans to 
create a picnic area at the 
top of the field to be used by 
nurseries and groups. 

It hopes to make St 
Peter’s jams and preserves 
with sister church, St 
Peter’s Lapal. 

If you would like to help 
with the restoration of the 
churchyard call Ms Leclezio 
on 01384 411383 or the 
Green Spaces Co-ordinator 
on 01384 413942. 


'Prison camp' fears on scheme 

A SENIOR councillor has objected to plans for a four-storey 
retirement village in Cradley, saying it would resemble a 
prison camp. Councillor Tim Crumpton said he was con¬ 
cerned the development proposed by Midland Heart would 
dominate the skyline. He said the complex could resemble a 
“prison camp” because of security fencing which would be 
put up around it. The scheme is for 130 apartments at the 
site of the former Cradley High School, off Homer Hill Road. 



Head chef Mohammed Asim from Balti Licious in Cradley Heath 


Cooking up 
a hot night 
for charity 

A CHARITY curry night at the 
grand opening of an Indian 
restaurant has helped raise 
several hundred pounds for Chil¬ 
dren In Need. 

Balti Licious on the Halesowen 
Road, Cradley Heath, is run by 
cousins Mohammed Kabir and 
Mohammed Asim, who opened 
for their first night on Monday . 

The restaurant was shown to 
the public following a £20,000 
revamp of a former pizza shop 
that included new furnishings, 
decor and kitchen equipment. 

The pair, who have owned 
similar enterprises in Birming¬ 
ham before, managed to raise 
more than £300 for Children in 
Need by donating the evening’s 
proceeds to the charity. 

Mohammed Kabir said: “It was 
fantastic, it couldn’t have gone 
better considering the condi¬ 
tions. 

“We were still a little disap¬ 
pointed that we didn’t raise 
more. In the past we have held 
similar events and raised more 
than £900, but I think the poor 
weather affected it.” 


Choir ready 
to sing out 
for Rangers 


A CHOIR will be raising the 
roof with a performance to 
help send children on a trip 
to Australia. 

Cradley Heath Male Voice 
Choir will be signing a 

ixture of hymns, classical 
songs and contemporary 
hits at the Salvation Army 
hall, Meredith Street, on 
February 9. 

The money raised from 
ticket sales will be used to 
pay for eight members of the 
Netherton District Rangers, 
a group affiliated with the 
Girl Guides, to go to Aus¬ 
tralia at the end of March. 

The girls, aged 15-19, will 
be meeting up with Guide 
groups in Australia as part 
of their Commonwealth 
Award. 

The concert will start at 
7.30pm. 

Tickets cost £5 and are 
available at the Salvation 
Army’s coffee shop, or by 
calling 07860 644 981 or 
07522 525 654. 


Donations 
are a boost 

MORE than 300 items of 
clothing were donated by 
staff and customers over 
Christmas at the Sains- 
bury’s store in Blackheath. 

Now the Beauty for Ashes 
charity is appealing for 
anyone who can give an 
hour or two of their time for 
the counselling service in 
Waterfall Lane, Cradley, 
Heath. 

Contact the volunteers on 
0121 559 7443. 



virtX 


uSab 


Bathroom ship 



i am 


52 LYDE GREEN, HALESOWEN, WEST MIDLANDS B63 2PG 

01384 634856 or 07533 978667 
www.thebathroomshopcradley.co.uk 

I Bar Mixer Showers from £60 
] ^ Round and Square 

Twin Showers 

^ from £200 


WE SUPPLY 
AND FIT NEW 
BOILERS 
FROM 


QUALITY 
LOW 
COST 

BATHROOMS 
“Trade Prices 
to the Public” 

Whatever your 
needs, design, 
supply only or full 
installation service 

We’re here 
to help - give 
us a call! 

THE CHEAPEST SUPPLY AND FIT IN THE MIDLANDS! 


WALK IN SHOWERS, SUPPLIED AND FITTED FROM JUST £850 



Why Pay Main Dealer Prices? 


Motor 


■ Motor Body Work Specialists 

■ Insurance Approved 

■ From a minor bump to major repairs 

■ FREE local pick up and delivery 

■ FREE estimates and written quotes 


30 Years Experience 


For a. FREE estimate call: 

Ol 21 559 4040 


We also supply a car and van to none fault or insurance 
Web: www.orosswaysmotorbodies.oo.uk 
email: crossways1@btintornot.com 



Station Road, Old Hill, Cradley Heath, B64 6PL 



Flowers - Balloons - Gifts - Sweet Trees 

For all Occasions 

Weddings - Funerals - Birthdays - Christenings 


FREE 

LOCAL 

DELIVERY! 


M0% OFF > 
in store 
throughout 
^February y 


Now taking orders for 

Valentines Day 2013 

& Mothers Day March 2013 


ISA* 
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Architectural Antiques 

See our extensive showroom at: 

118 Graingers Lane 
Cradley Heath B64 6AM 

• Specialists Antique Fireplaces 

• Stained Glass-Our Speciality 

• Pine/Oak Doors 

• Outdoor Ornaments 

• Collectables, Unusual gifts and 
old interesting items 

Pop in and see us and have a look around 


Tel: 01384 635798 07785580801 



ISA* 


www.bridale-architectural-antiques.co.uk j 
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COMMERCIAL FEATURE 



Purpose-built art and design centre, in Brierley Hill - state-of-the-art facilities complement outstanding teaching 

Exciting merger set 
to offer more choice 


Existing and new students at 
Stourbridge College can look 
forward to a great year in 
2013 writes principal 

Lynette Cutting 

THIS year, Stourbridge 
College, the region’s best 
Derforming Further Educa¬ 
tion college, celebrates a 
successful Ofsted inspec¬ 
tion and announces plans to 
Tierge with Birmingham 
Metropolitan College. 

A recent Ofsted inspection judgj 
is good for our overall effectives 
mtcomes for learners, quality 
caching, learning and assessment 
ffld the effectiveness of our leader¬ 
ship and management - with art & 
lesign achieving outstanding. 

Stourbridge College offers stu- 
lents the chance to achieve signifi- 
:antly higher than average success 
ates, offers excellent added value 
'or its wide range of courses and 
provides a great platform to be heard 
;hrough its vibrant student voice 
lommunity. 

The exciting merger will offer new 
)pportunities for students with 
ncreased investment in facilities as 
veil as improved progression links 
vith international employers such 
is Samsung and BMW 

We’ve also enhanced courses by 
seating centres of excellence which 
ire supported by strong employer 
inks, providing education, training 
md support for students which they 
vill be unable to get anywhere else. 



Knockout - Gemma Small has joined Stourbridge College’s boxing academy 


Opening doors for you 


THE next open event takes place on Sat¬ 
urday, January 26, between 10am and 
2pm. 

Go along and see for yourself what 
courses are available, what kind of facil¬ 
ities are on offer and find out more 
about the merger. 

If you want to get straight into work, 
the college offers employability skills to 
help you get a job. 

It has also got lots to offer in construc¬ 
tion and the built environment, helping 
you build solid foundations in the con¬ 


struction trades and an energetic array 
of sports academies including football 
(male and female), rugby, boxing, golf 
and equine as well as a range of appren¬ 
ticeships. 

The college is recruiting now, so book 
your place. 

See the website and eProspectus for 
online course information and entry 
requirements: www.stourbridge.ac.uk 
or contact the college on 01384 344364 
for more information. 


On course to win with 
centres of excellence 


• Be outstanding at creative 

Having just joined the National Skills Academy for Cre¬ 
ative & Cultural, our Centre of Excellence for Creative Indus¬ 
tries offers an exciting opportunity to be part of the renowned 
creative community at our new campus in Brierley Hill. 

Students develop their practical skills in excellent studio 
areas where state-of-the-art facilities complement the out¬ 
standing teaching and provision of courses - some of which 
have achieved 100 per cent success rates. We are the only local 
college to have been invited by the University of the Arts 
London to use their awarding body for our Diploma courses 
in Art & Design. 

• Good at A Levels 

If you’re counting on a future in accounting, want to benefit 
in business or picture yourself doing photography, A Level 
students can expect to achieve AS Level success rates which 
are 10 per cent higher than anywhere else in the country, with 
A2 Level achieving five per cent above the national average. 

• Function better 

We also offer extra help with maths, English and IT depend¬ 
ing upon what course you choose, regardless of whether 
you’ve got GCSEs in the subjects. It’s a proven fact that this 
helps you pass exams. 

• The right hair and beauty balance 

Our recent partnership with BodyBalance means we have 
a hair and beauty academy that offers a new range of courses 
for 16 to 18-year-olds as well as people aged 19 and over, 
including apprenticeships. 



A partnership with BodyBalance has helped to 
create the college’s hair and beauty academy 


fV 
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Stourbridge 

College 



open event 


Saturday 26th January 2013 


10.00am - 2.00pm 


Where Do You Need to Be 


For A Levels, Vocational Courses, Centres of 
Excellence, Hair & Beauty and Sports Academies 

Hagley Road Centre, Hagley Road, Stourbridge, DY81QU 


1 



Centre of Excellence for Creative Industries 

Art & Design Centre, Venture Way, Brierley Hill, DY51RG 


Centre of Excellence for Construction 
& Building Services 

Advanced Technology Centre, Waterfront Business Park, 
Brierley Hill, DY51LX 

Higher Education 

If you're 19+ and looking to get additional qualifications 
Hagley Road Centre, Hagley Road, Stourbridge, DY81QU 



Check out our eProspectus 

stourbridge.ac.uk 

01384 344364 



If you have a 
smartphone 
you can scan 
this code to 
find out more 
information. 
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DOORS, WINDOWS & CONSERVATORIES 

QUALITY & SECURITY AT AFFORDABLE PRICES 


White UPVC Doors • Coloured • Composite Doors 



Fitted Fitted Fitted Fitted Fitted Fitted Fitted Fitted 


{fum {/urn f/um (jum (jum {/um f/um jfum 

£550 £420 £375 £450 £550 £420 £800 £880 


Windows and Conservatories 




www.dudleydoorsandconservatories.co.uk 
Come and visit our factory for quality and factory outlet prices 

DON’T DEL AT CALL TO DAT 

Call: 01384 292484 Mobile: 0777 2131678 



3x3 Conservatory £5,500 OranCJ6fi&S 


FRENCH 

DOORS 


Imagine a place in your home 
where you can retreat to & 
relax in a place that brings light 
& air into your home. A place 
just for you, tailored to your 
specifications a great way to 
extend virtually any property. 


£700 fitted 
1800x2100 


PATIO 

DOORS 

£780 
fitted 
1800 x 
2100 1 


Includes electrics, 2 sockets, 

2 wall light facility, 
dwarf wall and base and floor tiles. 
We use porcelain tiles, 8 different' 
colours to chose from. 

We can also supply underfloor 
heating, if required. 

(Please ask for details) 


We install approx 1,100 
installations a year, of 
which two thirds come 
from recommendation. 


w of the Orangery 
from inside 


CLUB NEWS 


Wl meats 
up with 
butcher 


BILBROOK Wl 


CHRISTMAS festivities all 
went off as planned. The 
group carol service at St. 
Pauls Church, Coven was 
well attended and two 
members from each group 
were invited to participate. 

The Christmas meal at 
Essington Fruit Farm was 
an excellent night, the food 
was up to its usual high stan¬ 
dard and there was much 
hilarity over the quiz and 
the raffle where everyone 
gets a prize. Thanks go to 
president Julie Hammersley 
for organising the evening. 

Finally at the group’s own 
Christmas party, members 
were entertained by The 
Codsall Singers who were all 
on top form. Another suc¬ 
cessful evening. 

For the January meeting 
our speaker was Codsall 
butcher Alan Bennett, who 
told of his early days as a 
young boy when he first 
went into the butchering 
trade under the wing of 
Gill’s Butchers. 

He has become well- 
known for his award¬ 
winning flavoured sausages, 
his latest being ‘The Bucks 
Fizz’ and his award was pre¬ 
sented to him by Cheryl 
Baker one of the singers in 
the band of the same name. 

The ladies finished the 
evening enjoying a few 
samples of sausage and pork 
pie. This was followed by 
refreshments and the raffle. 
The first prize was won by 
Mrs Bennett who had 
accompanied her husband 
for the evening. 


Guest draws on his 
experience as artist 



Speaker Geoff Tristram with chairman Mary Jones, right and speaker’s secretary 
Pauline Handley with other committee members 


CHAIRMAN Mary Jones welcomed 39 
members and one visitor to the January 
meeting at the Kingfisher Hotel, Wall Heath 
when the management kindly treated every¬ 
one to a glass of sparkling wine to celebrate 
the New Year. 

A three-course lunch was followed by the 
speaker Geoff Tristram, an artist and car¬ 
toonist. His talk was entitled Confessions of 
an Artist, which he illustrated with slides 
taken of his paintings and amusing stories. 

Seven years ago he started writing and 
has now published 10 very amusing books, 


DUDLEY SOUTH LADIES 
LUNCHEON CLUB 


which members were able to purchase. 

The February meeting will be the AGM, 
in March Peter Shelly talks about “A 
Handful of Straw” and in April Shirley 
Thompson, notary public - a local solicitor. 
A coach outing in the spring is under discus¬ 
sion. 


Fun night kicks off new year 


THE first meeting of the 
New Year was a social 
evening with games and 
quizzes. 

Geography was put to the 
test and another teaser con¬ 
sisted of photographs of 
famous celebrities. While 
some were puzzling over 
these, others were playing 


TRYSULL & 
SEISDON Wl 


scrabble, dominoes or 
connect four. 

Before the answers were 
given, the ladies stopped for 
refreshments. There was an 
assortment of savoury and 


sweet nibbles and tea or 
coffee. Prizes were then 
handed out to the winners. 

Next month’s competition 
is a Valentine Heart, any 
medium and Malcolm Astley 
the club, which meets on 
Thursday February 14 in the 
Village Hall, Trysull at 
7.30pm 


Call for a FREE Home Visit or Visit Our Stallings Lane Factory (next door to Cane & Patio) 





' Book now for an appointment 

0121 552 2903 

24 Langley High Street, Oldbury B69 4SL 

FREE PARKING I 


Wednesday, June 19 
Etihad Stadium, Manchester 
Day excursion from £99. 95 

After three spectacular sell-out shows at London's 
02 Arena in November, Robbie Williams is to 
perform at Manchester’s Etihad Stadium next 
June. 

One of the world’s most successful recording 
artists, with a record 17 Brit Awards, 10 UK 
number one albums and seven UK number one 
singles including Angels and Millennium, the 
Take That star is expected to perform tracks 
from his recent album Take the Crown, which 
went straight in at number one along with its 
lead single Candy, the fast-selling male artist 
single of 2012. 

Book with Omega for a chance to see two of the UK’s 
biggest stars on the same bill in one of the highlight shows of 
2013. Oily Murs is special guest. Let them entertain you! 


• General Admision (unreserved seats or standing) for the concert 
at the Etihad Stadium, Manchester 

• Return coach travel from selected pick-up points 

Organised by Omega Holidays (ABTA V4782) 
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ADVERTISEMENT 

Local PPI Company Recover over 
£500,000 for mis-sold consumers 

...“the average redress for each claim is almost £4000.00” 

And help Halesowen residents to solve their Debt Problems 



When Capital Financial Management, 
the established Debt Advisory Service 
in Halesowen, learned of the number 
of unscrupulous claims management 
companies misrepresenting 

consumers entitlements to reclaim 
Payment Protection Insurance they 
decided to do something about it. 
Simon Bancroft, Company Director 
and non-practising barrister said; “We 
have been advising local residents 
in respect of Debt Problems for a 
number of years. Many of our clients 
were persuaded to take out PPI when 
applying for loans and credit cards and 
were often told that they would not be 
granted the facility unless they took 


out PPI. In many cases consumers are 
not even aware that PPI was added 
to their loans. Unfortunately however, 
many companies have set up on the 
back of the mis-selling scandal some 
of which have adopted the approach 
of cold calling and making false 
representations”. 

Often recorded messages are played 
to consumers promising to process 
their refund or that they are entitled 
to £3000.00 compensation. These 
representations are made without any 
substance whatsoever. It is in fact 
a criminal offence for companies to 
make such calls and anyone receiving 
such a call should immediately hang 
up. Simon continued; “If anyone is 
unsure whether they had PPI or have 
not yet reclaimed it is imperative to get 
professional face to face advice.” 

Capital Financial Management operate 
on a no win no fee basis and do not 
ask their PPI clients to pay anything 
up front. As one happy client stated; 
“I am delighted. 70% of £16,000 was 
much better than 100% of nothing!” 
another said “CFM reduced all of my 
loan and credit card payments by 80% 
three years ago. This saved me over 




If you have debts over £5,000 

Call us today and regain control of your finances. 

We have over 22 years experience of helping those In debt. 


monthly 
r *f>aymcrit s 
by up to 


Get back 
your 
financiai 
control 


Possibty 
be debt free 
within 2 


CFM * • LOCAL COMPAHY • fee* to too* m»«c* at *<Vtor feta* sr 
at out tow o wt effKw 

Ctol our 24 *tnur FrmapUnn* HmtpUn* 0800 783 1898 

FOR IMMEDIATE ADVICE 

www.c-f-m.co.uk 

Coto n*rU to « O nife wH wa »to hr to toyco **fe*4y • WWI 

Mt.iAiffotoJC* f • Wtot *>**» 


£650.00 a month. To now get a lump 
sum of £4800.00 is fantastic.” 

Capital Financial Management make 
no secret of the fact that it is possible 
for consumers to reclaim themselves. 
However, as the company point out, in 
addition to reclaiming the PPI premiums 
it is important to ask for compound 
interest and statutory simple interest. 
Some consumers will simply not have 
the time or inclination to deal with 
this and those that do will often give 
up when the banks final response is 
‘No’. CFM will rigorously pursue the 
matter with the Financial Ombudsman 
Service and on occasions have been 
able to substantially increase the 




amount which otherwise may have 
been accepted. 

It is important to note that there are 
deadlines and those who think they 
may have a claim should act now. “It is 
incorrect to say that consumers have 
only 6 years to claim. We have many 
clients who have claimed for loans sold 
in the 1990’s. However now that the 
issue is within the public knowledge 
time limits will apply”. 

If you, a friend or colleague have not 
yet claimed for the refund to which you 
are entitled or you are experiencing 
debt problems, you are urged to 
contact Simon and the team on 0121 
585 5810. 


Capital Financial Management 

Your LOCAL Claims Management Company 
can help you to 

RECLAIM 
MIS-SOLD PPI 

Mr & Mrs H.. reclaimed £17.960! 
Miss G ... received £16,800! 

Tel: 0121 585 5810 

www.c-f-m.co.uk 

Registered **ch tht Ministry of >ust«ce CRM58SJ 
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£2.6m work on town s 


park is now 

WORK is under way on a long-awaited £2.6 
million revamp of Dudley’s historic Priory 
Park. Under the plans, the existing pavil¬ 
ion will be extended to provide a modern 
visitor centre offering educational and 
community facilities. 

It will include the provision of public 
toilets and act as a base for a park ranger. 
The work, which includes new lighting for 
the old Priory ruins, is expected to be com¬ 
pleted by the summer. Extra trees are 
being planted, footpaths repaired and new 
signs installed. 

There will also be resurfacing of the foot¬ 
ball pitch and bowling green. The Friends 
of the Priory Park and Green and Dudley 
Council applied for just under £1.8m of 
funding from the Heritage Lottery Fund 


underway 

for the project. Councillor Tracy Wood 
said: “I’m delighted work is getting under 
way at Priory Park, it will enable us to pre¬ 
serve and restore this beautiful green 
space. 

“We would like to thank everyone for 
their patience while we undertake this 
important work. ” 

New artwork for the park, including 
medieval-style floor tiles, sculptural 
entran-ces and a 6ft statue of tennis hero 
Dorothy Round, has been designed by 
pupils from Castle High School, Priory 
Primary and Dudley College. 

Miss Round was born in 1908 and 
attended Dudley Girls’ High School. She 
won Wimbledon in 1934 and 1937. She died 
in 1982. 


Toy shop latest warn’ 


A TOY shop has become the 
latest business in Stour¬ 
bridge to close - with bosses 
blaming disruption caused by 
a multi-million pound town 
centre redevelopment for 
hitting trade. 

Dudley Council says disturbance 
caused in a £50 million redevelop¬ 
ment of the Crown Centre, which 
will create a new Tesco employing up 
to 320 people, will be worth it in the 
end and has appealed for people to be 
patient. 

But traders say they are being hit 
by the work, with the three-year-old 
Rabbit and Rhino store in Market 


Street, now shut. The Harvest Moon 
gift shop, Victoria Passage, and 
Polka Dot Paradise ladies’ clothes 
shop on the corner of Market Street 
and High Street blamed redevelop¬ 
ment work for their closure. 

Rabbit and Rhino owner Lisa 
Homer said sales dropped almost 50 
per cent due to building work, which 
started with demolition of Bell 
Street car park in April. 

She said loss of parking, a dirty 
shopping environment due to build¬ 
ing work, increasing charity and 
bargain shops along with disappear¬ 
ing independents and big retail 
names led to rapidly decreasing foot¬ 
fall. “I didn’t feel I could survive 


another year waiting for the town to 
flourish.” 

“I am sure the Tesco development 
will bring shoppers to Stourbridge 
but how many businesses can 
survive nearly two years of disrup¬ 
tion?” 

Councillor Shaukat Ali, said they 
tried to keep disruption to a 
minimum and asked people to bear 
with them because end results would 
be hugely beneficial. 

Tesco spokesman Jonathan 
Simpson said: “Once the Tesco 
development is open in September or 
October this year the town will have 
more additional visitors because of 
the footfall of the store.” 


Row over 
pub screen 

A HAGLEY sports bar’s 
outdoor large TV screen has 
been put up without plan¬ 
ning permission - and parish 
councillors now want the 
volume turned down. 

One neighbour has com¬ 
plained about noise from 
spectators watching sport¬ 
ing events at West One in 
Worcester Road. 

The owners have now 
applied for retrospective 
planning permission. Coun¬ 
cillor Jim Austin said: “I’ve 
been and watched it. It 
wasn’t too bad.” Parish 
council planning spokesman 
Peter King said: “We could 
ask that use of the TV is 
limited to 10.30pm.” 
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Many for immediate delivery 
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Joynson Holland Risers 
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Chicago Recliner Sets 


R.R.P. £4340 

NOWONIY 


I 


£699 


R.R.P.-sH-gy 


Local Delivery ^ 

Disposal of your old furniture t[ W .. 
Disposal of all packaging Vr.r.p.ew-m ornn > 


I R.R.P. £4499 


Set up of all beds 

FREE Discount Furniture 0<j£ct FREE 


Local Delivery 
within 10 miles 


Call Today 01384 402522 -——- 

Unit 2-6, Stallings Lane, Kingswinford DY6 7BG 

www.thediscountfurnitureoutlet.co.uk thediscountfurnitureoutlet@gmail.com 


DISPOSAL OF 
OLD FURNITURE 


1st Come 

Opening Times: Monday - Saturday 10am-5pm Sunday 10am-4pm 1st Served 

MASSIVE SAVINGS THROUGHOUT THE STORE! 


New chief taking 
over at Beacon 



Incoming chief executive Arwyn Jones, with outgoing 
chief Ian Ferguson, at Beacon Centre for the Blind 


WHEN Ian Ferguson was appointed chief executive of 
Sedgley’s Beacon Centre for the Blind in June 2003, the 
charity was struggling to stay afloat having made a loss of 
£650,000 during the previous year. 

But just a few months into his new job, former retail 
buyer Mr Ferguson had already got plans in place to trans¬ 
form the Wolverhampton Road East site’s dilapidated 
buildings. It took five years to raise the money needed for 
the £14million centre which opened in a blaze of glory and 
brought the charity into the 21st century. 

Mr Ferguson, who lives with his wife Maureen in Much 
Wenlock, Shropshire, has now stepped down from running 
the charity. He said the completion of the multi-million 
pound project had been one of the highlights of his time 
there. 

“I’ve done a lot in the nine-and-a-half years I’ve been at 
Beacon Centre and rebuilding the centre has probably been 
the biggest achievement. It’s been great to see the charity 
really move forward in that time and hopefully I am leaving 
it in a strong position for my successor.” 

The 61-year-old,will be replaced by Arwyn Jones, previ¬ 
ously commercial director of Keep Britain Tidy. 

Reserve walk hoping 
to pull in new visitors 

WREN’S Nest Nature Reserve, Dudley is hoping to attract 
first time visitors by organising a walk later this month. 

The walk is part of Dudley Museum and Art Gallery’s 
100th anniversary of its public display of geology. During 
the year of geology each month will have a different geolog¬ 
ical theme and events at the museum and the nature 
reserve will run throughout the year. On January 27 a two- 
hour guided walk aimed at those who have never visited the 
site before will introduce them to what makes the Wren’s 
Nest so special. It will also include a fossil hunt on the 
reserve, which is world-famous for the trilobite fossil known 
as the Dudley Bug. 

People should meet on the car park on the Mons Hill 
College site,Wren’s Hill Road, Dudley at 10am. To book ring 
01384 812785. 
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star ^ extra travel 

For brochures please call (01902) 319999 (Mon to Fri, 9am to 5pm) 
or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 


STAR EXTRA TRAVEL, the travel department of the 
Express & Star, offers a wide range of short breaks and holidays. 
For your security, our tour operators are members of ABTA - the 
Travel Association and hold an ATOL (Air Travel Organisers 
Licence) for holidays by air. Prices are per person (unless other¬ 
wise stated). Please note Star Extra Travel is unable to take 
bookings over the telephone. Please read brochures/web pages 
for full description plus terms and conditions. Dates subject to 
availability. Coach pick up points offered: Dudley, Shrewsbury, 
Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton. 


Paris by Eurostar 


Four days monthly departure dates, March to November 


£259 


Relax and travel in style by train to Paris on this 
short break, which includes a range of 
excursions. 

On your first morning a coach will take you on a 
comprehensive sightseeing tour of the city, during which 
you will see L’Arc de Triomphe, the Eiffel Tower, Champs 
Elysees, river Seine, the Louvre, in fact almost every 
famous landmark you will ever have heard of. 

This is followed by a short drive to Versailles where you 
can visit the majestic palace home of Louis XIV 
(admission payable locally) and the typically provincial 
French market town of Versailles itself. 

During the evening the coach will take you on a tour of Paris 'By Night 1 . The whole city is a work of art with 
monuments and buildings illuminated with the majestic Eiffel Tower dominating the skyline. 

The next morning a visit is made to one of the most 
picturesque and atmospheric quarters of Paris, 

Montmartre, home of the artists and street entertainers, 
with of course the whole area dominated by the white 
domed basilica of the Sacre-Coeur. 

There will also be free time in the city. Perhaps take a 
trip up the Eiffel Tower, a cruise on the River Seine, a 
browse amongst the antique shops, a wander around 
the picturesque gardens or take your time to visit Paris’ 
incredible range of attractions. 


INFO -- 

Services of a tour manager 
1ppfes r00ms ***** *° availabili * - 
Organised by Riviera Travel (ABTA V4744) 



Torquay The Isle of Man 

Cruise and Steam 


Four days 

departing April 19, July 12 and 19 



PRICE FROM 


£239 


•Return coach travel 

•Three nights half-board accommodation 
•Visits to Torquay, Dartmouth, Buckfast Abbey, Plymouth 
and Exeter 

•Journey on the Dartmouth Steam Railway 
•Cruise on the River Dart 
•Services of a tour driver 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Four days departing April 5 



PRICE FROM 


£319 


•Return coach and ferry travel 
•Three nights half-board accommodation 
•Two Round-the-lsland tours, accompanied by local 
guides (one full-day, one half-day) 

•Entertainment on one evening 
•Services of a tour manager 

•Single rooms subject to availability -supplement applies 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


Organised by Newmarket Promotions (ABTA V787X) 


London Shopping Pompeii, Capri 

Breaks and the Bay of Naples 


Two days selected weekend departure dates 



PRICE FROM 


£99. 95 


•Return coach travel 
•Overnight half-board accommodation 
•Free time in London for shopping and sightseeing 
•Dates offered March 9 and 30, April 6 and 27, May 4 
and 25, June 1 and 29, July 27, August 24 and 
September 21 

•Services of a coach driver/tour representative 
•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Omega Holidays (ABTA V4782) 


Eight days various departure dates 



PRICE FROM 


£679 


•Return flights 

•Seven nights half-board accommodation 

•Guided tours of Pompeii and Sorrento 

•Visits to Naples and Ravello 

•Cruise to Capri 

•Visit to the volcano of Vesuvius 

•Tour of the Amalfi coast 

•Services of a tour manager 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 
Certain entrance fees payable locally 
Organised by Riviera Travel (ABTA V4744, ATOL 3430) 


The John Smith’s 
Grand National 


Strawberry Fields Moscow and 

and Penny Lane St. Petersburg 


Two days departing April 6 



PRICE FROM 


£125 


•Return coach travel 
•Overnight half-board accommodation 
•Entrance to the Steeplechase enclosure (upgrade to 
Tattersalls enclosure offered) 

•Visit to Chester 
•Services of a tour driver 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Two days 

departing June 15 and September 21 



PRICE FROM 


£99 


•Return coach travel 

•Overnight half-board accommodation 

•Fully guided “Beatles Coach Tour” of Liverpool 

•Journey on the legendary “Ferry ‘Cross the Mersey” 

•Free time in Liverpool 

•Services of a tour manager 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Six days various departure dates 



PRICE FROM 


£829 


•Return flights 

•Two nights bed and breakfast accommodation in both 
Moscow and St Petersburg 

•Overnight sleeper train from Moscow to St Petersburg 
•Guided tours of Moscow and St Petersburg 
•Optional excursions available 
•Services of a tour manager 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Easter break 

Walking on the Gower & 
Pembrokeshire Coast 


Four days departing March 29 



PRICE FROM 


£255 


•Return coach travel 

•Three nights half-board accommodation 
•Two guided walks 

•Visits to Cardiff and The Mumbles, The Gower 
Peninsular and The Pembrokeshire Coast 
•Services of a tour driver 
•Single rooms subject to availability -supplement 
applies 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


Organised by Newmarket Promotions (ABTA V787X) 


Organised by Newmarket Holidays (ABTA V7812, ATOL 2325) Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


The Thriplow The Best of China View from the Shard 

Daffodil weekend 


Two days departing March 16 



PRICE FROM 


£99. 95 


•Return coach travel 
•Overnight half-board accommodation 
•Visit to the Thriplow Daffodil weekend 
•Visit to Cambridge 
•Services of a tour driver 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


11 days various departure dates 



PRICE FROM 


£1,599 


•Return flights and internal flights 
•Nine nights full-board accommodation 
•Visits to: Shanghai’s Old City and Yuyuan Chinese 
Garden; Tiananmen Square, the Forbidden City and the 
Summer Palace; the Temple of Heaven; and Guilin 
•Shanghai city tour and a visit to the Pearl Tower 
•Excursion to the Great Wall and Beijing Zoo 
•Terracotta Army and Xi’an city tour •’Peking Duck’ dinner 
•Trip to Yangshuo with a River Li cruise 
•Services of a tour manager 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Newmarket Holidays (ABTA V7812, ATOL 2325) 


Two days departing July 20, October 5 



PRICE FROM 


£139 


•Return coach travel 
•Overnight half-board accommodation 
•Entrance to the View from The Shard accompanied 
by a tour manager 
•Thames cruise 
•Free time in London 
•Services of a tour driver 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 
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Parking on 
street will 
stay despite 
safety fears 

ON-STREET parking will 
remain along a busy route 
into Stourbridge town 
centre despite concerns over 
traffic congestion. Double 
yellow lines were painted in 
Birmingham Street two 
years ago. 

They were removed when 
temporary bus stops were 
introduced during the rede¬ 
velopment of Stourbridge 
Bus Station. Birmingham 
Street leads drivers to the 
town’s ring road. Concerns 
were raised by residents that 
workers clogged the bustling 
dual carriageway by parking 
up for free each day. 

The original double yellow 
lines were introduced in a 
scheme which banned 
parking on 68 roads around 
the town centre. 

They were introduced to 
combat issues such as con¬ 
gested roads and workers 
parking near residents’ 
homes all day. Passengers 
queued up at around six 
stops along the high street as 
services moved out of the 
station during the works. 

The £7million project was 
completed last April. It had 
been expected double yellow 
lines would return once the 
temporary bus stops and 
shelters were removed. 

Margaret Scott, chairman 
of watchdog group Stour¬ 
bridge Township Council 
said: “This parking can 
make the roads quite narrow 
but we shall just have to see 
if they come back.” 

But ward councillor Pete 
Lowe said it was unlikely the 
parking bans would return. 


Cost-cutting idea to create 
single library service shelved 


COST-cutting proposals to create a single Black Countrywide library 
service have been shelved by council bosses. Talks on a possible merger 
had been taking place between Dudley, Wolverhampton, Walsall and 
Sandwell councils in a bid to save more than £1 million a year. 


Shop scheme 
will be boost 

A MULTI-MILLION project to build a 
supermarket will complement other regen¬ 
eration projects in Dudley, the developers 
have promised. 

Cavendish House, a former Inland 
Revenue office block, has been branded an 
eyesore among calls for it to be pulled down. 

The offices overlook homes in the Kates 
Hill area of the town alongside Dudley 
Southern Bypass. 

Now plans have been passed to tear down 
the building to make way for a supermarket 
bringing 300 jobs and an estimated £44 
million turnover. 

Developer Cavendish Quarter Properties 
is behind the scheme. 

Director Christopher Mc-Pherson said: 
“The granting of consent is a major step 
towards removing an eyesore at this promi¬ 
nent approach into the town centre and we 
can now move forward with more certainty 
in bringing this excellent opportunity closer 
to realisation. 

“The project will have significant regen¬ 
eration benefits for the town and will com¬ 
plement the council’s other town centre 
initiatives currently in the pipeline.” 

Rival schemes including the Porters Field 
development on the same site are also in the 
pipeline. 


They have now decided not to press ahead 
with the plans to share back office functions 
for a combined service as each council had dif¬ 
ferent priorities. 

A single management structure would have 
been in place across the area under the plans. 
Dudley Council still needs to find savings of 
£347,000 in 2013/14, which could lead to 
redundancies. Dudley Council is now looking 
at reducing staffing levels in the libraries, 
archives and adult learning department to 
find £75,000 of the shortfall, says a report by 
adult services director Andrea Pope-Smith. 
Further proposals to find the remaining 
savings are being drawn up. The report said: 
“To meet the identified savings there will be a 
requirement to reduce staffing level. 

“However, it is not possible to state at this 
stage exactly how that will be achieved as we 
are currently in the process of consulting with 
employees over a number of options.” 

Stocks 

Although plans for a single service have 
been dropped for now, councils said they would 
all continue to work together in some areas to 
help reduce costs. 

Wolverhampton City Council has already 
overhauled its service as part of proposals to 
save £lm. In Walsall, cost-cutting measures 
have been put in place as part of plans to save 
£140,000 in the next three years. 

Sandwell councillor Linda Horton said: “It 
was decided by the councils to move away from 
a single Black Country library service as each 
have their own priorities. Instead, it was 
decided to work on co-operative arrange¬ 
ments, like book purchasing contract arrange¬ 
ments, that will ultimately help to reduce 
costs.” 



Audio Disease, from Dudley, perform at the rock event at the new Evolve building 


A MUSIC extravaganza 
was staged to show off 
state-of-the art facilities at 
Dudley College’s new 
Evolve centre. 

The live stage event, 
which coincided with the 
college’s open day, saw 
local bands performing at 
the new training centre in 
Tower Street. 

There was also a demo 
clinic for potential young 
bands to get expert advice 
and opinions from 
Kerrang DJ Alex Baker. 

The showcase, hosted by 
Matt Stocks from Kerrang, 
attracted hundreds of 
people. 

“It’s been absolutely 
brilliant,” said Jane 
Williams, the college’s 



The audience enjoys one of the bands at the rock event 

strategic marketing which opened last Septem- 
manager. Groups in the ber, is the new home for the 
line-up included Caught, college’s developing music, 
The Mighty Young, Audio travel and tourism, public 
Disease and DRAG. services, sport and per- 

The new Evolve Centre, forming arts departments. 


Group given 
voucher joy 

A PLAYGROUP from Brier- 
ley Hill has managed to 
collect thousands of vouch¬ 
ers to fund the purchase of 
equipment at schools and 
groups across the borough. 

Withymoor Playgroup, in 
Gayfield Avenue, collected 
more than 14480 Active 
Kids vouchers in 2012 
making it the biggest 
fundraiser for Sainsbury’s 
Amblecote and Merry Hill 
voucher campaign. 

Since the Active Projects 
began in 2005 the stores 
have managed to raise 
£764,415 which has gone 
towards sports equipment 
for schools in the region. 

Schools cash in 
with the Co-op 

FOUR Kingswinford prim¬ 
ary schools have received 
donations from a supermar¬ 
ket chain after shoppers cast 
their vote. 

Shoppers at the Midcoun¬ 
ties Co-operative, King¬ 
swinford High Street, voted 
in the Community Choices. 

They were able to suggest 
worthy recipients of a £3,000 
charity pot. Glynne was 
awarded £1,200, the highest 
share. St Mary’s CofE, 
Dawley Brook and Blanford 
Mere received £900, £600 
and £300 respectively. 


Taxi nominations 

DUDLEY Council has 
launched the annual Taxi 
Base of the Year award to 
celebrate the level of service 
provided by taxi companies. 
To nominate firms visit 
www.dudley.gov.uk/business 
to nominate, or download a 
form and send it to 5 Ednam 
Road, Dudley, DY1 1HL, 
before February 19. 



CUMBRIAN MOUNTAIN & COAST 

SAT 6 APRIL 

Departing from: 

HEREFORD, LEDBURY, GREAT MALVERN, 
WORCESTER, DROITWICH, KIDDERMINSTER, 
STOURBRIDGE JCT, ROWLEY REGIS, TAME 
BRIDGE PWY, WALSALL, CANNOCK 

Prices from only: £69 

A day tour over the world famous ‘Settle to Carlisle railway’ and Ribblehead Viaduct with an 
afternoon break in Carlisle and return around the beautiful Cumbrian coast with stunning views 
of the Lakeland Mountains. 


CORNISH RIVIERA STATESMAN 

SAT 22 JUNE 

Departing from: 

WOLVERHAMPTON, TAME BRIDGE PWY, 
ROWLEY REGIS, STOURBRIDGE JCT, 
KIDDERMINSTER, DROITWICH, WORCESTER 

Prices from only: £69 

A day tour through Somerset and around the stunning Devon coast then onward to beautiful 
Cornwall with its pretty fishing villages for an option to visit either the Eden Project, maritime 
Falmouth, St Ives or Penzance for an afternoon break. 




GOT A N EW IP AD O R IPHON E 


READ THE EXPRESS & STAR FOR 
JUST £4.99 A MONTH 


Save £6.71 per month on the printed edition*. Sign up now for a 

FREE 14 day trial. Get every edition of the Midlands Newspaper of the 
Year direct to your digital device within minutes of publication. All the 
news and sport plus interactive features including video. 

GO TO WWW.EXPRESSANDSTAR.COM/D0WNL0ADAPP 


Q App5tof» 


‘Digital subscription £4.99, compared with monthly direct debit print subscription £11.70. 


MNA Media 


FORA BROCHURE OR TO BOOK 
0845 310 2458/2489 WWW.STATESMANRAIL.COM 
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71 Gorsty Hill Road 
Rowley Regis, B65 OHA 
Tel: 0121-561-2196 

thebellandbear@aol.com 
ample free parking on site 



DILSHMi 

Blackheath Est. 1984 
Tandoorf Restaurant & Takeaway 


| MEAL DEAL Sun, Tues, Wed & Thurs 

Closed Monday (excluding Bank Holiday) 

4 Course Indian Neal 
only £7.95 per person! 


BRING YOUR OWN WINE AND BEER 
(STRICTLY NO SPIRITS!) 

Amded5+ Book 

nowfor 


> 


Tel: 

0121 561 5444/3911 
Web: 

www.dilshadbalti.com 

FREE DELIVERY SERVICE 
Cash Only on orders over 
£10 within 2 mile radius 



w Station Hotel Psychic Fayre 

Castle Hill, Dudley, DY1 4RA 

Friday 1st February, from 6pm onwards 

Personal Readings with Psychics & Mediums 
Taster Treatments & Spiritual/Holistic Stalls 

(charges apply to readings & tasters) 

FREE Goodie Bags for first 10 visitors 

Admission: £1 

(FREE Admission for mailing list members & Facebook friends) 

For more info visit www.loveandlightevents.co.uk, 
join Facebook/LoveLightEvents or call 07746 674802 

I Disclaimer: We are required by Law to state this event is for 

‘Entertainment Purposes Only’ 


Yft dlan Cu/s/ «e 

^ SPECIAL OFFER < 

4 course menu % Co <t^ 


RED ^ 

PEPPERS 



Sun-Thurs 

Eat in only 



• STARTERS 
r choose from the menu 

• MAIN COURSE 
choose from the menu 

• RICE OR NAAN 

• TEA OR COFFEE^ 


i £7.95 


You can now bring your 

own alcoholic drinks 


8 Hagley Street, Halesowen B63 3AS (Opposite Iceland) 

Tel: 0121 550 8588 and 0121 585 5938 

OPENING TIMES: 

Sunday-Thursday 5.30 pm-12 midnight, Friday-Saturday 5.30 pm-1.00 pm 





Send a message to your loved one to appear in Express & Star on Thursday, 
February 14. Post your coupon, along with payment, to reach us no later than 
12 noon on Tuesday, February 12, or telephone the number below. 

The recipient of each message containing an illustration, 
will receive a pair of tickets* for Cineworld, Wolverhampton 

*Subject to availability, restrictions apply 


WRITE YOUR VALENTINE’S MESSAGE HERE 
starting with First Name or Nickname 


ILLUSTRATED MESSAGES 



4cm t17« SEE 

Box Ad A* N ■ ■'J" illustration 

□ 

5cm £20 ra ESS 

Box Ad illustration 

□ 


- > 


- 

1 

** 

4 - 


* 1 


■* 


mi 


PLEASE CIRCLE THE ILLUSTRATION OF YOUR CHOICE 
—-OR e.o. MICKEY You will 


Lineage Ads 

lines at £2.20p per line 
min 3 lines 


OR 


e.g. MICKEY You will 

always be my Valentine! 
From your Little Minnie xx 
(£6.60 inc VAT) 


TEXT A 
VALENTINE’S! 
MESSAGE 


To send a lineage message to the one you love, text the word Val followed by a 
space, followed by your message to 64343. maximum 160 characters. 

Text messages received may be amended if the content is unsuitable to 
print. You will be charged £3 for your text message, plus your standard text 
message rate. By texting this service you are agreeing to receive free SMS 
information from Express & Star. To stop messages simply reply STOP. 




PAY THE EASY WAY 

I enclose Cheque / Postal Order to the value of £. 

and made payable to the Midland News Association Ltd or debit my credit card account 


Name. Security No, 

Valid from. Expiry date. 


Issue No.. 


SENDER’S NAME & ADDRESS 

NAME . 

ADDRESS. 


POST CODE., 


RECIPIENT’S NAME & ADDRESS 

NAME . 

ADDRESS. 


POST CODE. 


Send to: Valentine’s Day Messages, Classified Advertisement Department, 
Express & Star, Queen Street, Wolverhampton WV1 1ES or call into any of our 
branch offices or e-mail: marie.hogg@expressandstar.co.uk 

TELEPHONE: 01902 317878 

www.expressandstar.com/valentines 
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Buy direct at factory prices 



||| CALL OUT 
HI MCA5UMNO 
DC QUOTATION 

LL fitt—o 



Specialists in Vertical, Venetian & Roller Blinds 

info@blinds4alluk.com www.blinds4alluk.com 



Telephone: 0121 772 0696 Freephone: 08000141796 



NEWS 


Chapel plan funding is 
closer thanks to grant 


A £1.15MILLION project to 
restore a Grade II listed building 
housing two chapels has moved a 
step closer after lottery bosses 
awarded funding for detailed 
designs to be drawn up. 

The plans to open the Lye and Wolle- 
scote Cemetery Chapels, which have not 
been used since 1993, have been backed 
by the Heritage Lottery Fund which 
means the group behind the plans can 
make an application for more funding. 

West Midlands Historic Buildings 
Trust which is working to refurbish the 
site has been given £42,300 to work on a 
full grant application of just under 
£850,000 at a later date. 

The project aims to repair the redun¬ 
dant building in Cemetery Road, Lye 
which houses identical Anglican and 
Non-conformist chapels - and bring it 
back into sustainable community and 
commercial use. 

History experts say its a rare surviving 
example of two chapels within a single 
building. 

The site which is owned by Dudley 
Council was severely at risk due to lack of 
use when volunteers at the West Mid¬ 
lands Historic Buildings Trust stepped in 
to save the building. 

Now members are working towards 
taking full ownership of the building 
under an arrangement called asset trans¬ 
fer, supported by the council. 


Tea dances held at centre 

A COMMUNITY centre in Brierley Hill has 
started running weekly tea dances. 

People can enjoy an afternoon of waltz, 
quickstep, cha cha and rumba. 

The sessions will run from 2pm until 4pm 
every Monday at Nine Locks Community 
Centre in Hill Street. They cost £2 and 
Refreshments will be available in the inter¬ 
val. 



Black Country Gaz, front, and band members get ready for the gig at JB’s 


A LIVE music night is being held 
tomorrow as part of a campaign to 
save Dudley Hippodrome. 

Featuring performances from six 
local bands, the event is due to take 
place at JB’s nightclub on January 
25. 

Money raised will go towards the 
campaign to save the derelict 
theatre, which could be demolished 


to make way for a temporary car 
park. Campaigners have been fight¬ 
ing the proposals for the past year 
and want the building reopened. 

Friends group spokesman Geoff 
Fitzpatrick said: “Money raised 
from the fundraiser will go towards 
supporting our campaign.” Dudley 
Council is pursuing an application to 
demolish the building. 


1 London Theatre Breaks 



fl 

r-iLNvL 

m 

m 



Choose your show, price band* and how you want to travel 

Coach inclusive breaks - Two days 

Selected weekend departures 

Saturday Night from £129.95 
Dine and Dance from £139.95 

Take in a top West End show and have some free time in London for shopping and sightseeing. For the Dine and Dance option see the matinee performance 
before heading back to the hotel for dinner and disco (conditions apply). For the Saturday Night option you will see the evening performance. For both breaks the 
price includes a theatre ticket, overnight stay in a four-star outer London hotel, with full English breakfast (plus dinner for Dine and Dance options). Pick ups offered 
are Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton. 




* 



Rail inclusive breaks - Two or three days 


Departures most weekends 

Saturday Night Theatre from £129.95 

Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super two-day weekend break in the capital. There’s a choice of London hotels and your ticket is for a Saturday evening 
performance. Rail travel is standard class with the option to upgrade. Departs Saturday morning/early afternoon from Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, 

Stafford or Wolverhampton, returning on the Sunday afternoon/early evening to give plenty of free time for shopping and sightseeing. 

Theatre Showstopper from £179.95 
Theatre Weekend from £179.95 

These popular theatre packages to the West End depart from Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton on the Friday morning returning on 
the Sunday afternoon/early evening. Standard class travel is included with the option to upgrade. Two nights stay at a three or four-star London hotel of your 
choice (hotel supplements may apply) and a top priced ticket for a Friday evening performance for the Theatre Showstopper package or choose your price band 
for the Saturday evening performance with the Theatre Weekend package. 


*The “from" price and price bands vary for each show - see brochure for details. 
Single room supplements apply. 


Arranged by Omega Holidays (ABTA V4782) 


For a theatre brochure please call (01902) 319999 (Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), 
or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions 
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Advertisement 


Delicious dishes are 
always on the menu 
when dining at Bangla 
Lounge Halesowen, 
with seasonal menus 
ensuring that a new dish 
can be found for regular 
diners. Traditional 
cooking techniques are 
used to capture the true 
essence of Pan Asian 
cooking 

A warm welcome from Mr Bari 
Adbul the owner and his staff 
start the experience off, as you 
arrive at the stylish restaurant 
in Halesowen, the licensed bar 
area is a comfortable retreat 
to sit and absorb the menu 
whilst enjoying traditional 
Indian beer or a wine from the 
extensive wine list. 

The new main menu offers a 
variety of new dishes from 
which you may struggle to 


decide which sumptuous 
dish to choose. The tempting 
offer which runs Sunday 
- Thursday means your 
main dishes are half price. 
Therefore you can select from 
the Seafood, Classics, Chef 
Recommendations along with 
a Healthy Options for those 
who are looking to watch their 
post Christmas food intake. 
With a combination of 
freshly prepared side dishes 
the restaurant is able to 
accommodate a choice 
for all diners even those 
who have special dietary 
needs. With a host of chefs 
available to ensure each dish 
is cooked fresh to order and 
to your own tastes, all may 
be accompanied by a choice 
from the sundries menu. 
Appetisers can be ordered 
from the sharing platter section 


of the menu or traditional 
individual starters to suit your 
preference. Simply select 
your preference and nibble 
whilst you chat awaiting the 
main event. Extra time is 
taken to prepare each dish 
fresh from order allowing you 
time to enjoy the flavours our 
appetisers offer. 

The Main event can be 
selected from a variety of 
styled dishes including the 
Chef’s Recommendations, 
Tandooris specials, Biryani 
selection, and traditional balti 
dishes along with Seafood & 
Signature dishes. We are able 
to offer something for every 
taste. 

The dessert menu offers 
both hot and cold options 
which you can select from the 
individual menu allowing you 
to choose some traditional 
Indian sweets or light options 
to finish off your meal. Coffee 
and Tea is served and along 
with a liquor of your choice if 
you should so wish. 

The current offer allows you to 
dine within the well presented 
restaurant area whilst enjoying 
the 50% discount on Main 
meals. Takeaways benefit 
from a 15% discount and 
Delivery to your home is also 
available. 





SUNDAY to THURSDAY Dine in only 




off oJl L*Ji£j\U)a^S 




dhjjose. Shxrher 

TZjLcjz. or iA/ojk. 

£8.95 Buffett Sunday Evening 

Book on Line 

info@banglaloungrhalesowen.co.uk 


£7.99 


FRIDAY & SATURDAY 


Minimum 2 meals for delivery. 
Upgrade to any Rice or Any Nan 50p extra 
Excludes King prawn & Fish dishes 
Not available on 14th February 
or in conjunction with any other offers 


Free Home Delivery with 
in a 3 mile radius 




U R A N T 


67-69 HIGH STREET, HALESOWEN, WEST MIDLANDS B63 3BQ 
info@banglaloungrhalesowen.co.uk TEL: 0121 585 7020 / 501 3816 
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What’s On! Halesowen 


Farm Boy play 
at arts centre 

NETHERTON Arts Centre 
is hosting a production of 
the follow-up to the hugely 
successful War Horse next 
month. Farm Boy is 
written by former Chil¬ 
dren’s Laureate Michael 
Morpurgo. 

It is described as a 
moving account of the 
changing face of the 
English countryside and a 
reminder that stories reach 
out across generations. 

A general public per¬ 
formance will take place on 
February 26 at Netherton 
Arts Centre, Northfield 
Roadat 4.30pm and a 
school-group-only session 
at 1.30pm. The show is per¬ 
formed by The New Per¬ 
spectives Theatre Comp¬ 
any in a co-production with 
Scamp Theatre. 

Singing workshop 
invitation goes out 

A SINGING workshop will 
take place at a Stourbridge 
church. The choir at St 
Thomas’s, Market Street 
will be running the class on 
February 2. 

It will take place in the 
church hall from 10am 
until 3.30pm and will be led 
by director of music Jon 
Payne. No previous experi¬ 
ence is necessary. To book a 
place, call Mollie Berry on 
01384 373111 or Jo Bond 
on 01384 376143. 

Artists on show 

BRIERLEY Hill Society of 
Artists has opened an exhi¬ 
bition at Wordsley’s Red 
House Glass Cone. It runs 
until April 7 and features 
watercolours, oils, pastels 
and acrylics. The attraction 
is open Monday to Sunday 
from 10am to 4pm. 


Rhydian on the Rocky road 
back for 40th anniversary 


THE REGION’S theatres are back with a bang 
after panto season thanks to an acclaimed 
new version of a vintage Ealing comedy, the 
return of a raunchy rock musical favourite 
and a classic bodice-ripper. 


Wolverhampton Grand 
stages The Ladykillers, a 
stage version of the 1950s 
British black comedy about 
an old lady pitted against a 
criminal gang, which has 
been revamped by Father 
Ted co-writer Graham 
Linehan. 

It’s on at the Lichfield 
Street theatre from Monday 
to Saturday and has a top- 
notch cast, including 
Michelle Dotrice (who was 
Betty in TV’s Some Mothers 
Do ‘Ave ‘Em), Clive Mantle 
and Cliff Parisi. 

Bronte 

Fresh from playing the 
lead role in Jesus Christ 
Superstar, Ben Forster 
becomes Brad opposite 
Emmerdale’s Roxanne 
Pallett as Janet, being 
seduced by Oliver Thorn¬ 
ton’s Frank ‘n’ Furter in the 
naughty Rocky Horror 
Show. 

It’s at Birmingham New 
Alexandra Theatre from 
Monday to Saturday. 

They are likely to be 
upstaged by The X Factor’s 
Welsh singing sensation 



Michelle Dotrice as Mrs 
Wilberforce in black 
comedy The Ladykillers 


Rhydian, who Time Warps 
back to the city where he was 
a student, wearing not much 
more than a posing pouch as 
Rocky in this 40th anniver¬ 
sary tour. 

Hull Truck stage a version 
of Charlotte Bronte’s gothic 
romance Jane Eyre at the 
Arena Theatre in Wolver¬ 
hampton for three perform¬ 
ances during Tuesday and 
Wednesday. 



Everything is hunky dory for Rhydian, returning to Birm- Damn it, Janet - Ben Forster as Brad and Roxane Pallett 
ingham to camp it up in the Rocky Horror Show as Janet, held prisoner by singing alien sex addicts 


Nice to see the 
Strictly dancers 

Strictly Come Dancing, 
NIA, Birmingham 

NICE to see them - and it 
certainly was. As the sixth 
Strictly Come Dancing 
tour opened to a packed 
Birmingham NIA the 
atmosphere was electric. 

Those famous Brucie 
words echoed around the 
packed arena and 
although he wasn’t there 
in person, his voice could 
be heard booming out from 
the two large screens by 
the stage. 

The thousands who 
made the precarious 
journey through wintry 
conditions to see the show 
were richly rewarded. 

Opening to the sounds of 
Gold from the Strictly 
singers - that’s what the 
show was. Hosted again by 
bubbly Kate Thornton the 
tour boasted everything, 
stunning costumes, out¬ 
spoken judges and daz¬ 
zling dance routines. 

The Magnificent Seven, 
as head judge Len 
Goodman refered to them, 
included reigning cham¬ 
pion Louis Smith, Denise 
Van Outen, Phil Tufnell, 
Dani Harmer, Fern 
Britton, Lisa Riley, and 
Michael Vaughan. 

Joining Len on the 
judging panel was the for¬ 
midable Craig Revel 
Horwood and the excitable 
Bruno Tonioli but the final 
vote was down to the audi¬ 
ence. 

Louis picked up another 
win despite Denise scoring 
a perfect 60 from the 
judges. At the bottom were 
Tufnell and Vaughan. 

A mixed line-up of talent 
but a terrific show. Brucie 
would have been proud. 

Sue Attwater 


David Withers Butchers was established 25 years 
ago. All beef, pork and lamb comes from our own 
family farm and other local farmers, and are fed on 
top quality grass and cereal. 

We produce a wide variety of homemade produce 
prepared on the premises. These include award 
winning pork pies and a variety of other pies, pasties 
and sausage rolls. We also produce a wide variety 
of sausages made on the premises and home cured 
bacon. 


Support your local butchers and farmers. 


Visit Romsley, and buy local! 



DAVID WITHERS BUTCHERS 

Established 1990 

From field to plate with complete integrity in the supply chain 


♦ Pork and Flavoured Sausages 

♦ Award Winning Pork Pies 

♦ Hot Eating Pies and Pasties 

♦ Homemade Burgers 


♦ Home Reared Beef 

♦ Home Reared Lamb 

♦ Locally Sourced Pork 

♦ Range of Cold Cooked Meats 


ASK ABOUT OUR SAVERS CLUB - SPREAD THE COSTS 




1 St Kenelms Road, Romsley B62 0NU ® 01562 710422 
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What’s On! 

SATURDAY’S 

TV 26.01.13 




Listings supplied by Press Association 1 

CHOICE 

BBC1 

BBC2 

ITV 

CHANNEL 4 

CHANNEL 5 

DIGITAL 



David James Elliott 


Impact 

Channel 5, 6.20pm 

If you like movies such as 
Independence Day, 
Armageddon and Deep 
Impact, then this offering 
made for a fraction of their 
budgets, should also 
appeal. The partial threat is 
a rogue asteroid hidden in 
a meteor shower which hits 
the moon. Before you can 
say: “It’s the end of the 
world as we know it!”, the 
satellite is on a collision 
course with billions of 
screaming folks. David 
James Elliott, Natasha 
Henstridge, Benjamin 
Sadler and James Cromwell 
play the protagonists trying 
to find a way to survive 
before Earth is turned into 
rubble. 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday 
Kitchen Live. 11.30 The Good 
Cook. (R) 12.00 BBC News; 
Regional News; Weather. 12.15 
Football Focus. 1.00 Rugby: Wales 
Grand Slam 2012. 1.30 Live 
Athletics: UK International Match. 

4.30 Final Score. 5.15 BBC News; 
Regional News; Weather. 5.30 
Animal Antics. 

6.00 Richard Hammond’s Secret 
Service. A woman’s home is 
ruined by graffiti. 

6.45 Britain’s Brightest. Clare 
Balding hosts the game 
show in which six 
contestants aim to prove 
they have the brain power to 
claim the ultimate prize of 
£50,000. 

8.00 The National Lottery: In It to 

Win It. Dale Winton presents 
the quiz in which five 
contestants pit their wits to 
scoop a big cash prize. 
Includes the National Lottery 
draws with OJ Borg. 

8.50 Casualty. It is the day of 

Yvonne’s funeral and Jordan 
is shocked to receive a 
message asking him to visit 
the teenager accused of her 
attack, while her real 
assailant ends up in the ED. 

9.40 Mrs Brown’s Boys. Agnes 
resorts to the internet to find 
a date for Valentine’s Day. 

(R) 

10.10 BBC News; Weather. 

10.30 Film: Meet the Parents. 

(2000) A male nurse makes a 
disastrous bid to impress his 
irlfriend’s father - a former 
IA agent who does not 
suffer fools gladly. Comedy, 
starring Robert De Niro and 
Ben Stiller; National Lottery 
Update. 

12.15 Film: Buster. (1988) 1.45 
Weatherview. 1.50 BBC News. 


6.00 Film: The Black Rider. (1954) 

7.05 Film: The Mouse That 

Roared. (1959) 8.25 Live Tennis: 

Australian Open. 11.30 Map Man. 

R) 12.00 Indian Food Made Easy. 

R) 12.30 EastEnders. (R) 2.25 

Live Bowls. 4.30 Jaguars Born 

Free: Natural World Special. (R) 

5.30 Flog It! (R) 

6.00 The Great Comic Relief 
Bake Off. Famous faces 
enter the Great British Bake 
Off tent. (R) 

7.00 The Great Comic Relief 
Bake Off. Warwick Davis, 
Duncan Bannatyne, Simon 
Reeve and Andy Akinwolere 
enter the tent, with one of the 
contestants making the 
smallest cake ever seen on 
Bake Off. (R) 

8.00 Dad’s Army. The platoon 
takes an efficiency test in a 
bid to prove its worth, but 
mistakenly attacks a tea lady 
with onions from Jones’s 
van. Classic comedy, guest 
starring Fulton Mackay. (R) 

8.30 Natural World: Kangaroo 
Dundee. Part one of two. 
Documentary about a man 
living in the Outback who 
shares his one-room tin 
shack with baby kangaroos 
he has nursed back to health. 

9.30 Howard Goodall’s Story of 
Music. New series. The 
composer examines the 
history and development of 
music, beginning by looking 
back at the first faltering 
steps humanity took toward 
creating it. 

10.30 Ql XL. With Sarah Millican, 
Jimmy Carr and Johnny 
Vegas. (R) 

11.15 Film: Hard Rain. (1998) 
Action adventure, starring 
Christian Slater. 

12.45 Bowls. 1.45 Close. 


6.00 CITV: Handy Manny. 6.10 
Handy Manny. 6.25 The Hive. (R) 
6.35 The Hive. (R) 6.40 Dino Dan. 
(R) 6.55 Dino Dan. (R) 7.05 Almost 
Naked Animals. (R) 7.15 Almost 
Naked Animals. (R) 7.30 Almost 
Naked Animals. (R) 7.40 Matt 
Hatter Chronicles. (R) 8.05 
Ultimate Spider-Man. 8.30 
Victorious. (R) 9.00 Jessie. 9.25 
I TV News. 9.30 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show USA. 10.25 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show USA. 11.20 ITV News; 
Weather. 11.25 All Star Family 
Fortunes. (R) 12.10 Live FA Cup 
Football. 3.00 Dinner Date. (R) 

4.00 The Nation’s Favourite Abba 
Song. (R) 5.30 Regional 
Programme ; Weather.5.45 ITV 
News; Weather. 

6.00 New You’ve Been Framed! 
Top 100 Holidays. Comedian 
Harry Hill narrates a 
countdown of 100 vacation- 
themed camcorder 
calamities and viewer- 
submitted mobile-phone 
clips. 

7.00 Splash! Omid Djalili, Jake 
Canuso, Eddie “the Eagle” 
Edwards, Charlotte Jackson 
and the two celebrities who 
progressed from heat three 
battle it out in the semi-final 
of the diving contest. 

8.30 Take Me Out. A basketball 
player, a gym owner, a music 
journalist and a product 
designer enterthe love lift in 
the hope of impressing 30 
single women. Paddy 
McGuinness presents the 
dating show. 

9.45 The Jonathan Ross Show. 

With Jools Holland, Alicia 
Keys, Adam Hills and Rose 
Byrne. 

10.45 ITV News; Weather. 

11.00 FA Cup Football Highlights. 

12.30 The Store. 2.30 In Plain 
Sight. (R) 3.15 ITV Nightscreen. 


6.10 The Hoobs. (R) 6.35 The 
Hoobs. (R) 7.00 Beach Volleyball. 
8.00 The Morning Line. 9.00 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 

9.30 Everybody Loves Raymond. 
(R) 10.00 Frasier. (R) 10.30 
Frasier. (R) 11.00 Undercover Boss 
Australia. (R) 12.00 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 12.30 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 12.55 The Simpsons. 
(R) 1.30 Channel 4 Racing. 4.00 
Come Dine with Me. (R) 4.30 Come 
Dine with Me. (R) 5.05 Come Dine 
with Me. (R) 5.40 Come Dine with 
Me. (R) 

6.05 Channel 4 News. 

6.35 4thought.tv. With some 
people believing the role of 
the godparent has been 
devalued in modern Britain, a 
member of the public talks 
about its relevance in an 
increasingly secular society. 

6.40 Film: Mrs Doubtfire. (1993) 
A divorced actor disguises 
himself as an ageing female 
Scottish housekeeper to get 
a job looking after his own 
children. Comedy, with 
Robin Williams, Sally Field 
and Pierce Brosnan. 

9.00 World Without End. Godwyn 
is outraged when Mother 
Cecilia rejects his plans to 
build a palace on the convent 
estate and issues an edict 
giving the Priory control over 
all town land. 

10.00 Film: The Hurt Locker. 

(2008) An American bomb 
disposal team in Iraq is 
assigned a new leader whose 
reckless attitude puts all their 
lives at risk. Kathryn 
Bigelow’s drama, with 
Jeremy Renner and Anthony 
Mackie. 

12.40 Film: Cyrus. (2010) 2.15 
Hollyoaks. 4.20 Smallville. (R) 5.00 
Countdown. (R) 5.45 Baking Mad 
with Eric Laniard. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake! 10.00 Power 
Rangers Samurai. (R) 10.35 
Batman: The Brave and the Bold. 

11.10 Celebrity Big Brother: Final. 
(R) 1.10 Film: Patricia Cornwell’s 
At Risk. (2010) Mystery, starring 
Andie MacDowell. 2.55 Everything 
She Ever Wanted. 

6.15 5 News Weekend. 

6.20 Impact. An asteroid strikes 
the moon, knocking its orbit 
out of kilter and setting it on 
a collision course with Earth. 
Disaster drama, starring 
David James Elliott. (R) 

9.45 Film: The Matrix. (1999) A 
computer hacker joins rebel 
fighters to free the human 
race from a virtual-reality 
fantasy created by machines. 
Sci-fi action thriller, with 
Keanu Reeves and Laurence 
Fishburne. 

12.30 SuperCasino. Viewers get 
the chance to take part in live 
interactive gaming, with a mix of 
roulette-wheel spins and lively chat 
from the presenting team. 4.00 
Michaela’s Wild Challenge. 

Michaela Strachan meets deadly 
lionfish, Ellie Harrison attends a 
dinner party in the desert, complete 
with chameleon guests, and Jamie 
Crawford joins a pod of dolphins. 
(R) 4.25 Great Artists. Tim Marlow 
examines the work of Dutch artist 
Jan Vermeer, who was renowned 
for his depictions of simple 
domestic life during the 17th 
century. (R) 4.50 County Secrets. 
Historical spotlight on scenic 
counties in the UK, focusing on 
hidden curiosities and little-known 
facts about each location. (R) 5.05 
Hana’s Helpline. Hana offers advice 
to Ernie. (R) 5.15 The Milkshake! 
Show. A curious parcel arrives at 
the house. (R) 5.35 Thomas & 
Friends. Thomas takes holiday¬ 
makers on atrip. (R) 5.50 Roary 
the Racing Car. (R) 


BBC Three 

7.00 Merlin 7.45 Doctor Who 8.35 
Film: Pirates of the Caribbean: The 
Curse of the Black Pearl (2003) 

10.45 Family Guy 11.30 American 
Dad! 

BBC Four 

7.00 Lost Land of the Volcano 8.00 
The Treasures of Ancient Rome 
9.00 Borgen 11.00 The Old Grey 
Whistle Test: 70s Gold 

ITV2 

5.40 Film: Robots (2005) 7.25 
Film: Back to the Future (1985) 

9.45 Take Me Out - The Gossip 
10.30 Fake Reaction 11.15 Film: 
The Fugitive (1993) 

ITV3 

4.55 Agatha Christie’s Marple 7.00 
Doc Martin 9.00 Midsomer 
Murders 11.00 Film: In the Name 
of the Father (1993) 

ITV4 

2.25 Film: All Quiet on the Western 
Front (1979) 5.30 Live Africa Cup of 
Nations. Algeria v Togo (Kick-off 
6.00pm). 8.30 Mourinho 9.30 
Film: Escape from New York (1981) 

11.35 Film: American History X 
(1998) 

E4 

3.35 Rules of Engagement 6.00 
The Big Bang Theory 7.00 Happy 
Endings 8.00 How I Met Your 
Mother 8.30 2 Broke Girls 9.00 
Film: Drillbit Taylor (2008) 11.05 
The Big Bang Theory 

Film4 

3.20 Arthur’s Hallowed Ground 
(1986) Comedy drama, starring 
Jimmy Jewel. 4.50 Journey to the 
Center of the Earth (2008) Fantasy 
adventure, starring Brendan Fraser. 

6.40 The Land Girls (1997) 

Wartime drama, starring Anna Friel. 
8.50 Green Zone Interview Special 
9.00 Green Zone (2010) Paul 
Greengrass’thriller, starring Matt 
Damon. 11.10 White Noise (2004) 
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Inkjet & Laser Toner Cartridges 





HP364XL 

Original Black £14.99 
Colour £13.32 each 
Less4ink £9.99 each 


HP CB540A 
Black £59.99 
Colour £56.66 each 
Less4ink Black £46.99 
Less4ink Colour £44.99 each 



a 


Lexmark 100 Black 
£14.79 
Colour 
£9.99 each 


HP Q6000A 
Black £66.63 
Colour £73.18 each 
Less4ink Black £37.99 
Less4ink Colour £37.99 each 



USBSftck 


EPSON T1281 
Black £7.99 

Original Colour £7.99 each 
Less4ink Colour £5.99 each 



HP940XL 
Black £25.51 
Colour £16.28 each 
Less4ink 
Black £19.99 
Colour £11.99 each 


:4f 


EPSON T0711 
Black £8.99 
Colour £8.99 
Less4ink Colour £6.63 


Samsung MLT - D1082s 
Original £51.07 
Less4ink £32.76 





Brother LC1240 
Black £17.35 
Colour £11.10 each 
Less4ink £9.99 each 
Colour £6.99 each 


HP300XL 
Colour £24.99 
Less4ink 

(exchange cartridge) 
£15.99 


16GB USB £14.99 
8GB USB £8.49 
4GB USB £6.99 
2GB USB £4.99 



SPECIAL OFFER 

Buy a Set of 4 Iess4ink 
Cartridges and get 1 Cartridge FREE 
Less4ink Compatible Inkjet 
Cartridges from £1.99 


,Unk 
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PRINTER CARTRIDGE CENTRES 

PKICE 

PROMISI 

We won’t be beaten on price 
HAGLEY STREET 

HALESOWEN TOWN CENTRE (next to W.H.Smith) 
Tel: 0121 550 7333 sales@less4ink.co.uk 
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What’s On! | 

SUNDAY’S TV 27 . 01.13 Listings supplied by Press Association 


CHOICE 


BBC1 


BBC2 


ITV 


CHANNEL 4 


CHANNEL 5 


DIGITAL 



Mark Jenkins 


The Hotel 
Channel 4, 8pm 

Admittedly, it can’t be easy 
running a hotel; having the 
ability to keep everybody 
happy all the time and 
doing it through those 
stubbornly gritted teeth 
with a pseudo-friendly grin 
plastered across your face. 
But if Basil Fawlty can do it, 
Mark Jenkins is going to 
make damn sure he can. 
But he wants to go over and 
above running a hotel with 
a so-so reputation that 
simply ticks over - he 
wants to broaden The 
Grosvenor’s horizons and 
attract new guests. Mark 
ventures into new territory 
as he plans an Indian night 
- complete with singing, 
dancing and lavish feast. 


6.00 Breakfast. 9.00 The Andrew 

Marr Show. 10.00 The Big 

Questions. 11.00 Sunday Politics; 

Weather for the Week Ahead. 12.25 

Countryfile. (R) 1.25 Call the 

Midwife. (R) 2.25 Escape to the 

Country. (R) 3.25 Chatsworth. (R) 

4.25 Songs of Praise. 5.00 Africa. 

(R) 

6.00 BBC News; Regional News; 
Weather. 

6.30 Blandings. Clarence needs 
someone to keep his niece 
Gertrude company, while 
Freddie has married a 
Portuguese girl - now all he 
has to do is conceal the fact 
from Connie. 

7.00 Countryfile. A visit to south 
Wales, finding out what is 
being done to rejuvenate the 
sand dunes on the coast and 
hearing about a mass 
German escape from a 
Bridgend prisoner-of-war 
camp in 1944. Including 
Weather for the Week Ahead. 

8.00 Call the Midwife. The 
unexplained death of a 
newborn baby delivered by 
Cynthia puts the midwife 
under intense scrutiny, a 
chance encounter returns 
Jimmy to Jenny’s life and 
Chummy pursues a dream. 

9.00 Ripper Street. Reid and his 
team investigate a string of 
well-executed robberies, 
bringing Drake into conflict 
with his former army colonel. 

10.00 BBC News; Regional News; 
Weather. 

10.25 Prisoner Number A26188: 
Henia Bryer. A Jewish 
woman who survived four 
Nazi concentration camps. 

11.05 Room 101 - Extra Storage. 

11.45 The Celebrity Apprentice 
USA. 

1.10 Weatherview. 1.15 BBC News. 


6.00 Close. 7.00 Life in a Cottage 

Garden with Carol Klein. (R) 7.30 A 

to Z of TV Gardening. 8.15 Live 

Tennis: Australian Open. 12.00 

Coast. (R) 1.00 Film: Cowboy. 

(1958) 2.30 Live Bowls. 5.15 Ski 

Sunday. 

6.00 Flog It! Paul Martin is joined 
by Charlie Ross and Mark 
Stacey to value items in 
Monmouth, south-east 
Wales, including a selection 
of Babar books and a pocket 
globe. (R) 

6.30 Orbit: Earth’s Extraordinary 
Journey. Kate Humble and 
Dr Helen Czerski follow the 
Earth’s trip around the sun 
from January to the March 
equinox. (R) 

7.30 Open All Hours. Pilot 
episode of Roy Clarke’s 
comedy about miserly 
shopkeeper Arkwright and 
his put-upon nephew 
Granville. Starring Ronnie 
Barker and David Jason. (R) 

8.00 Top Gear. New series. The 
motoring magazine returns. 
Jeremy Clarkson builds a 
small car and pitches the 
concept in the Dragons’ Den 
and Damian Lewis is the Star 
in a Reasonably Priced Car. 

9.00 Wonders of Life. New series. 
Professor Brian Cox travels 
around the world to 
investigate whether the 
emergence of life was an 
inevitable consequence of 
the physical laws that govern 
the universe. 

10.00 Racing Legends: Colin 
McRae. 

11.00 Fleetwood Mac - Don’t 
Stop. A profile of the rock 
band.(R) 

12.00 Film: Intermission. (2003) 

1.40 Sign Zone: Holby City. (R) 

2.40 Close. 


6.00 CITV: Handy Manny. 6.10 
Handy Manny. 6.25 The Hive. (R) 
6.35 The Hive. (R) 6.40 Dino Dan. 
(R) 6.55 Dino Dan. (R) 7.05 Almost 
Naked Animals. (R) 7.15 Almost 
Naked Animals. (R) 7.30 Almost 
Naked Animals. (R) 7.40 Matt 
Hatter Chronicles. (R) 8.05 Rated A 
for Awesome. 8.15 Rated A for 
Awesome. 8.30 Big Time Rush. 
9.00 The Aquabats Super Show. 

9.25 House Guest in the Sun. (R) 

10.20 60 Minute Makeover. (R) 

11.20 May the Best House Win 
Vive la France. (R) 12.20 ITV News; 
Weather. 12.30 Dickinson’s Real 
Deal. (R) 1.30 Rosemary & Thyme. 
(R) 2.30 Murder, She Wrote. (R) 

3.25 Regional Programme; 
Weather.3.30 Live FA Cup Football. 
6.05 ITV News; Weather. 

6.15 Dancing on Ice. The nine 
remaining stars compete in a 
school disco-themed show. 

7.45 All Star Family Fortunes. 
Actress Sheree Murphy and 
Towie star James Argent take 
part. 

8.30 Dancing on Ice: The Skate 
Off. The contestants who 
landed in the bottom two 
earlier tonight perform new 
routines as they battle for a 
place in next week’s show. 
Phillip Schofield and 
Christine Bleakley present. 
9.00 Mr Selfridge. Prima 
ballerina Anna Pavlova 
agrees to visit Selfridges, but 
Agnes’s job looks to be 
under threat when a violent 
Reg reaches breaking point 
and gatecrashes the event. 
10.00 ITV News at Ten; Weather. 

10.20 FA Cup Football Highlights. 
11.20Anglo-Welsh Cup Rugby 

Union. 

12.15 Grimefighters. (R) 12.40 The 
Store. 2.40 Monk. (R) 3.30 ITV 
Nightscreen. 


6.10 The Hoobs. (R) 6.35 The 
Hoobs. (R) 7.05 Will & Grace. (R) 

7.30 Everybody Loves Raymond. 
(R) 7.55 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.25 Frasier. (R) 

8.55 Frasier. (R) 9.30 Sunday 
Brunch. 12.00 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 12.30 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 1.00 The Simpsons. 

(R) 1.30 The Simpsons. (R) 2.00 
Film: Annie. (1982) 4.25 Time 
Team. 5.30 Deal or No Deal. 

6.25 Channel 4 News. 

6.55 4thought.tv. Members of the 
public talk about the role of 
godparents. 

7.00 Come Dine with Me. A week 
of dinner parties in Barnsley, 
South Yorkshire, featuring an 
American-themed evening, a 
Wild West-style bash and 
unusual delicacies including 
ostrich egg and pig’s ears. 
8.00 The Hotel. The Grosvenor 
hosts an Indian-themed 
night, featuring dancing, 
singing and a lavish feast - 
which falls well below the 
expectations of one 
millionaire guest. 

9.00 Film: The Fighter. (2010) 
Premiere. Fact-based drama 
following boxer Micky 
Ward’s rise to a world 
championship bout, with the 
aid of his drug-addicted 
brother. Starring Mark 
Wahlberg and Christian Bale. 
11.20 Film: The Firm. (1993) After 
the murder of two of his 
colleagues, a law graduate 
discovers the company that 
has head-hunted him is 
controlled by the Mafia. 
Thriller, starring Tom Cruise 
and Gene Hackman. 

2.05 Honeymoon. (R) 2.40 St 
Elsewhere. (R) 3.25 Smallville. (R) 
4.05 Deal or No Deal. (R) 5.00 
Countdown. (R) 5.45 Baking Mad 
with Eric Laniard. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 
Roary the Racing Car. (R) 6.15 Fifi 
and the Flowertots. (R) 6.25 Bert 
and Ernie’s Great Adventures. (R) 

6.30 The Mr Men Show. (R) 6.45 
Olive the Ostrich. (R) 6.50 Abby’s 
Flying Fairy School. (R) 7.00 
Roobarb and Custard Too. (R) 7.05 
Bananas in Pyjamas. (R) 7.20 
Animal Antics. (R) 7.25 Make Way 
for Noddy. (R) 7.40 City of Friends. 
(R) 7.50 Mio Mao. (R) 8.00 Little 
Princess. (R) 8.10 The Adventures 
of Bottle Top Bill and His Best 
Friend Corky. (R) 8.25 Angelina 
Ballerina. (R) 8.45 Rupert Bear. (R) 
9.00 Ben and Holly’s Little 
Kingdom. (R) 9.15 Toby’s 
Travelling Circus. (R) 9.25 Roary 
the Racing Car. (R) 9.40 Jelly 
Jamm. 10.00 Power Rangers 
Samurai. (R) 10.35 Batman: The 
Brave and the Bold. 11.10 Monkey 
Life. (R) 11.40 Once Upon a Time. 
(R) 12.40 Film: Teen Wolf. (1985) 

2.30 Film: See Spot Run. (2001) 
4.20 Film: The Princess Bride. 
(1987) 

6.10 5 News Weekend. 

6.15 Film: Spider-Man 3. (2007) 
Superhero sequel, with 
Tobey Maguire, Kirsten 
Dunst and James Franco. 
9.00 Person of Interest. Reese 
recovers from being shot. 
10.00 Film: My Best Friend’s Girl. 
(2008) Premiere. Romantic 
comedy, starring Dane Cook, 
Jason Biggs, Kate Hudson 
and Alec Baldwin. 

11.55 Botched Up Bodies. Part two 
of two. A woman left with 

101b of excess skin after 
losing 15st. (R) 

12.55 SuperCasino. 4.00 
Michaela’s Wild Challenge. (R) 4.25 
Great Artists. (R) 4.50 County 
Secrets. (R) 5.05 Hana’s Helpline. 
(R) 5.15 The Milkshake! Show. (R) 

5.40 Thomas & Friends. (R) 5.50 
Roary the Racing Car. (R) 


BBC Three 

7.00 Don’t Tell the Bride - Best Ever 
8.00 Film: Cool Runnings (1993) 

9.30 World’s Craziest Fools 10.00 
Crazy for Party Drugs 11.00 Family 
Guy 11.45 American Dad! 

BBC Four 

7.00 Timeshift: Of Ice and Men 8.00 
Holocaust: A Music Memorial Film 
from Auschwitz 9.30 Mark 
Knopfler: A Life in Songs 10.30 
Film: Love Like Poison (2010) 
11.50 Arena: Dave Brubeck: In His 
Own Sweet Way 
ITV2 

4.00 Film: Toy Story (1995) 5.50 
Film: Back to the Future Part II 
(1989) 8.00 The Best of You’ve 
Been Framed! 9.00 The Magaluf 
Weekender 10.00 Film: Wanted 
(2008) 

ITV3 

3.40 Lewis 5.40 Murder, She Wrote 

6.40 Agatha Christie’s Poirot 9.00 
The Best of the Royal Variety 10.00 
Film: The Graduate (1967) 

ITV4 

1.55 Film: Captain Newman MD 
(1964) 4.30 Live Africa Cup of 
Nations. Morocco v South Africa or 
Cape Verde v Angola (Kick-off 
5.00pm). 7.30 Police, Camera, 
Action! 8.00 Anglo-Welsh Cup 
Rugby Union 9.00 Film: 

Apocalypse Now (1979) 

E4 

4.30 Revenge 5.30 The Big Bang 
Theory 6.30 New Girl 7.00 How I 
Met Your Mother 7.30 The Big Bang 
Theory 8.00 Film: Fame (2009) 
10.05 The New Normal 10.30 2 
Broke Girls 11.00 My Mad Fat Diary 
Film4 

3.05 The Iron Giant (1999) 4.45 
Rebound (2005) 6.30 Marley and 
Me (2008) 8.50 Django Unchained 
Interview Special 9.00 Aliens 
(1986) Sci-fi thriller sequel, with 
Sigourney Weaver. 





Children living in cold homes are more than 
twice as likely to become ill... we can help 

Winter 

warmth 

Many parents worry that their children's health 
will suffer because their home is too cold. Children 
living in cold homes are more likely to become ill 
and to struggle in school during the winter. 

Don't risk your child's health this winter, our winter warmth fund 
is here to help, we want you and your family to keep warm, snug 
and well. 

Winter warmth provides free practical support and advice to 
keep you and your home warm. Things like help with paying fuel 
bills, energy efficiency grants, help with tariff switching, even 
providing emergency heaters and blankets. 

If you or anyone you know may be at risk of getting 
cold this winter, please give us a call. 


01384 817086 


Winter, 

warmth 

support 

keep warm, keep well 

Call 01384 817086 




ESS Dudley 


Time on your hands? 
Time to try us? 

Are you retired or semi-retired and looking for the opportunity to try new activities 
and subjects in friendly and sociable surroundings? This could be for you. 

There has been a U3A group in Halesowen for 20 years offering opportunities for members to 
pursue learning and leisure activities for enjoyment. There are no age restrictions and the only 
qualification is that you are no longer in full time employment. 

We are based at Hasbury Methodist Church in Albert Road B63 4SL and offer a variety of interest 
groups including: - 

FILM - HISTORY - MUSIC - PATCHWORK - PHOTOGRAPHY - RAMBLING - 
SCRABBLE - PLUS MANY MORE 

We also have a programme of outside speakers on a range of interesting and informative subjects. 



We are arranging an open afternoon at Hasbury Methodist Church on 
Wednesday 6th of February 2013 at 2.00pm 

You are welcome to come along and meet us on that afternoon and find out for yourself about the 
range of activities from our group leaders 

The University of the 3rd Age (U3A) is a worldwide organization encouraging older people in the 3rd 
age of life to take up or continue educational and other interests in friendly informal settings. 
U3A is a unique self-educational movement where the emphasis is on pursuing 
learning for sheer enjoyment 

For more information on the Open Afternoon 
Call 0121 550 4975 

For more information on U3A go to www.u3a.org.uk 
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What’s On! 


Film Choices T 


Pick of the Week 


MONDAY 

Assassins, Channel 5,10pm 

Hitman Robert Rath is planning to quit his lethal 
profession, especially when he is stalked by a ruthless 
younger assassin who has no qualms about killing 
innocent bystanders. But as Rath takes on his last 
assignment, he decides to protect his intended target 
after his rival comes gunning for her. Thriller, starring 
Sylvester Stallone and Antonio Banderas. (1995) 

TUESDAY 

Fifty Dead Men Walking, BBC1,11.55pm 

Fact-based thriller telling the story of Martin 
McGartland, who was recruited as a police informant in 
1980s Belfast and sent on a mission to infiltrate the IRA. 
He rose swiftly through the ranks, providing vital 
information to the British authorities. Once he was 
exposed, he was tortured and forced to go into hiding. 
Starring Jim Sturgess and Ben Kingsley. (2008) 

Paper Moon, Channel 4,2.55am 

A Depression-era conman meets a canny nine-year-old 
orphan, whom he realises could be his daughter, and 
agrees to take her to her aunt. Along the way, he 
realises the little girl is just as cunning as he is, and 
they form a successful criminal partnership. Drama, 
starring Ryan O’Neal alongside real-life daughter Tatum. 
With Madeline Kahn and Randy Quaid. (1973) 



WEDNESDAY 

The Ring 2, BBC1,12.05am 

Journalist Rachel Keller and her son try to rebuild their 
shattered lives, moving from Seattle to Oregon and 
starting afresh. However, the vengeful spirit of Samara 
follows, and this time she is determined to destroy 
them. Sequel to the horror remake, starring Naomi 
Watts, Simon Baker and David Dorfman. (2005) 

THURSDAY 

Navy Seals, Channel 5,10pm 

The US Navy’s elite commando force embarks on a 
dangerous covert mission to rescue hostages from an 
Arab terrorist in Beirut. However, the assignment proves 
far more serious than expected when they realise their 
enemies have acquired powerful stolen missiles. Action 
adventure, starring Charlie Sheen. (1990) 

FRIDAY 

The Last Samurai, Channel 5, 9pm 

The emperor of Japan recruits an American Civil War 
veteran to train his troops in a bid to wipe out a rebel 
faction of samurai warriors. The soldier is taken captive 
when the imperial army is defeated, and comes to 
respect his enemies’ traditions and code of honour. 
Historical adventure, starring Tom Cruise. (2003) 


There's no cheesy role 
for returning Martine 


ell, we’ve witnessed some 
extraordinary demises in 
Midsomer Murders, but here’s 
one that really takes the biscuit - 
death by cheese. 

Yes, you really did read that 
correctly. And what’s more, the 
character involved is played by former 
soap princess Martine McCutcheon. 
TV really can be a bizarre concoction 
at times... 

McCutcheon is actually rather good 
as Debbie Moffett, who is crushed to 
death by a giant round of cheese at 
the award-winning dairy where she 
worked, just hours after an argument 
at a parents’ council meeting at 
Midsomer Pastures Prep School. 

It’s been a while since we saw 
McCutcheon acting, and it seems she 
enjoyed being back on the box. 

“I’m a troublemaker in the episode 
which is set around a posh prep 
school. My character is well-to-do and 
feisty, she’s not Tiffany from Albert 
Square. It’s great to do something I 
wouldn’t normally do, as she’s not a 
nice piece of work.” 

Certainly after Debbie’s body is 
discovered, her colleagues seem 


more concerned about the state of the 
cheese than the woman herself - 
which probably tells you everything 
you need to know about her standing 
in the community. 

Barnaby and Jones are also 
suspicious about the fact that nobody 
had a bad word to say about her - 
surely somebody somewhere must 
have had a crossed word with her at 
some point. 

Eventually, the truth comes out. 
Debbie’s daughter was about to be 
expelled from school; she was there 
on a scholarship which comes with 
strict rules not only for the pupil, but 
their parents too - and Debbie had 
broken one by having an affair with 
her boss, ex-rugby international 
Gregory Brantner. 

Later, another body is found, this 
time with its mouth full of maggots. 
What can this mean? 

Barnaby believes the answer lies in 
the dairy - every scrap of evidence 
the police finds seemed to be linked 
to it. But piecing it all together is 
where the hard work really starts... 

McCutcheon has been performing 
professionally since the age of 12 


when she landed a role in an 
advert. Modelling assignments, 
bit parts in TV series and 
appearances in music videos followed. 
She then had a stint in girl band Milan 
before EastEnders’ bosses came 
calling. 

She spent four years in Albert 
Square as Tiffany, with her final 
episode gaining 22 million viewers. 

Since then, her career has been hit- 
and-miss, with a stint as a pop star 
and successful roles on stage in My 
Fair Lady and on the big screen in 
Love Actually proving to be the 
highlights. 

But maybe happiness in 
McCutcheon’s private life is about to 
signal a return to stardom - she 
recently tied the knot with singer- 
songwriter Jack McManus. 

She says: “We are best friends 
as well as lovers and totally 
supportive of one another. We 
feel that we can conquer anything 
the world throws at us as long as we 
have each other, and that’s a rare 
thing.” 

Perhaps this could be her perfect 
moment at last. _ 




Martine McCutcheon stars in Midsomer Murders, Wednesday, ITV, 8pm 


Best of the Rest 


MONDAY 
Lewis 
ITV, 9pm 

In this concluding episode of a two-part story, 

Lewis realises that pallbearer Liam Jay was beaten 
up and left for dead because he knows something 
about Whitby’s death. The killer then turns their 
attention to Liam’s girlfriend, and only some quick¬ 
thinking by the veteran detective saves her from 
death when the narrowboat on which she lives is 
set alight. Hathaway’s jaunt to Kosovo soon comes 
in handy too - Lewis finds out that the Faulkners 
have a farmhouse in Croatia that may hold vital 
clues, so he sends his pal to take a look around. 

Rory and Will - Champions of the World 
Channel 5, 9pm 

Rory McGrath and Will Mellor - an odd coupling 
you may think, but they actually work well here. 

The duo’s remit is to become the best in the world 
at a selection of bizarre events. They begin by 
journeying to King’s Lynn, home of Alan Cooper, 
the supreme Reliant Robin racer. The famed three- 
wheelers are driven to near destruction in each 
race, as Will soon finds out; Rory, meanwhile, 
adopts some cunning tactics that might just ensure 
an unlikely win. After that, they try some more 
sedate pastimes, including coin-tossing, thumb¬ 
wrestling and pea-shooting. 

TUESDAY 
Emmerdale 
ITV, 7pm 

As a one-time teen mum, Debbie should know the 
signs that a young girl is about to get out of her 


depth. So, when she spots 14-year-old Belle 
putting make-up on at the bus stop, and then 
heading back to the empty Dingle homestead arm- 
in-arm with Luke, she decides to tell Lisa what’s 
going on. The concerned mother rushes home to 
find the teens canoodling on the sofa and forcibly 
separates them before warning Luke never to 
come back. 


Broadhill retirement home. It was one of the most 
touching, original comedy dramas of 2012, and 
now he’s back directing, producing and starring in 
the first of a six-part series inspired by that pilot. 
Broadhill faces closure following a visit from the 
council, but the home’s manager, Hannah (Kerry 
Godliman) is determined they stay open and rallies 
Derek, Dougie (Karl Pilkington) and Kev (David 
Earl) to raise money for the home. 


Dallas 

Channel 5, 9pm 

Like one of Ewing Oil’s lucrative drilling sites, 
there’s a rich seam of nostalgia to be gleaned from 
this slick revamp, but the loss of Larry Hagman last 
year was bound to leave fans moist of eye during 
his final performances. (Fans may note that a full 
episode later in the season will be devoted to JR’s 
death). This week, Christopher attempts to gain 
the upper hand in his divorce from Rebecca 
Sutter (Julie Gonzalo). However, a 
bombshell soon scuppers his plans, so 
most of the family puts their differences 
aside and joins forces. Elsewhere, Ann 
(Brenda Strong) and Bobby face an 
alarming secret from her past 
when Harris Ryland (Mitch 
Pileggi) blackmails her. 


WEDNESDAY 

Derek 

Channel 4,10pm 

Last April, Ricky Gervais 
played Derek Noakes, a 
seemingly autistic 49-year-old 
care worker who worked at 




THURSDAY 

The Secret Life of Dogs 
ITV, 9pm 

Millions of people in Britain share their homes with 
a dog but how much do we really know about our 
four-legged friends? Don’t worry, this documentary, 
narrated by Martin Clunes, isn’t a shocking expose 
about the dark side of canines, but it 
II give us a new insight into their 
behaviour, and their incredible 
hearing and sense of smell. We 
also get to find out how dogs 
are putting these ‘super 
powers’ to work as 
we hear from the 
people who owe 
, their lives to a 
mutt, including 
Maureen Burns, 
who believes her 
I collie cross Max 
detected her 
breast cancer 

I before the 
doctors did. 
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Rory and Will - Champions of the World, 
Monday, Channel 5, 9pm 


Charlie Brooker’s Weekly Wipe 
BBC2,10pm 

When it comes to weekly TV review shows, BBC 
Two has the genre sewn up with The Culture Show 
and highbrow The Review Show covering similar 
territory. Thankfully Charlie Brooker has never been 
a member of the stroky chin brigade, and is more 
likely to ridicule those who are as here he takes a 
satirical look back at the events of the past seven 
days, whether it’s news, telly, video games or 
anything else that winds him up. “Weekly Wipe will 
be a sort of Omniwipe, encompassing Newswipe, 
Screenwipe, Gameswipe and ‘Stuffwipe’, for want of 
a better phrase,” he Tweeted recently. Some may 
dislike Brooker’s tone, but in a world of slick 
presenters who look great but say little worth 
hearing, he’s always a breath of fresh air. 

FRIDAY 

Coronation Street 
ITV, 7.30pm 

So what if he’s charming, well-spoken, and his idea 
of romance doesn’t involve sharing a pack of pork 
scratchings in the Rovers Return? Lewis is still a 
wrong ‘un. Not content with planning to break Gail’s 
heart and empty her bank balance, the conman is 
also blackmailing Kylie. He informs the horrified 
barmaid that he won’t tell the rest of Weatherfield 
know that she could be carrying Nick’s baby on the 
condition that she gets him the password to her 
mother-in-law’s bank account. Meanwhile, Gail is 
getting ready to tell her family that she’s moving to 
Italy using the £40,000 she’s borrowed against the 
house, but her lover is nowhere to be seen - has 
he already done a runner with her cash? 


|ll 


14 Hagley Road, Halesowen (town centre) 

0121 5509800 


DOMCSTICS 

Ha/esowen 


Why buy secondhand or 
pay large repair costs 
when you can buy new 
at realistic prices 


SALES * SPARES * REPAIRS 



• Larders From 

£89 

• Cookers From 

£139 

• Freezers From 

£99 

• Dryers From 

£99 

• Large Selection of 


• Spinners From 

£99 

Vacuums From 

£39 



Open Monday - Thursday 8 am - 4.30 pm. Friday - Saturday 9 am - 4 pm 


We also repair • Washers • Cookers • Refrigeration 

All Items Carry A 12 Month Full Guarantee 
Plus More Electrical Goods In Stock 


Broken Dentures? 


1 hour 
denture 
repair 
service 


/, 


New Dentures 

available & made at... 

The Dental Shop 

Pet 1 QR 1 • 


01384 413444 


201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill, W. Mids. B64 6HE 

www.the-dental-shop.co.uk 


FOOTWORKS 

Chiropody Clinic 


• Full range of services with 
disabled friendly access 

• Nail Cutting and Trimming 

• Diabetic Footcare 

• Corns and Calluses 

01384 413444 


201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill B64 6HE 

www.footworkschiropodists.co.uk 




Stuart & Neil 


Hodgkins 


WATCH REPAIRERS, 
JEWELLERS & ENGRAVERS 
151 HIGH STREET, 
BLACKHEATH B65 OEA 

(Next to the new library) 

TELEPHONE: 

0121 559 7156 


Barking Glad Salon 


Dog Grooming 
Pick Up and Return Available 


Irena Szirtes 

Lynn Styles 

6 Wassell Road, 
Halesowen B63 4JU 


0121 
550 7446 

07790 
981341 

irenaszirtes@ 
yahoo.co.uk 

www.barkinggladdoggrooming.co.uk 
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What’s On! 


Brain Gym 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



1 

V 

2 

H 

3 

A 

4 

X 

5 

s 

6 

T 

7 

P 

8 

B 

9 

E 

10 

Y 

11 

G 

12 

J 

13 

R 

14 

L 

15 

M 

16 

N 

17 

D 

18 
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19 

u 

20 

z 

21 
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22 

Q 

23 
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24 
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25 

w 

26 

c 


13 

o 


ALL YOUR PUZZLE NEEDS IN ONE HANDY APP! 



J typ Sl.«e 


Seven 


$ 5 *' 


great games in one! 
CRYPTIC CROSSWORDS 
QUICK CROSSWORDS 
CODEWORD SUDOKU 
WORD PUZZLER 
WORD SEARCH 
NUMBER CRUNCH 


SEARCH: DAILY EXPRESS PUZZLES On the iPhone, iPod Touch & iPad 


SEVEN GREAT GAMES IN ONE! 


I SEARCH: DAILY EXPRESS PUZZLES 



ovy < ALL YOUR PUZZLE NEEDS 
IN ONE HANDY APP! 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. Sounds like a nar¬ 
row channel without 
curves (8) 

5. A spot for a vertical 
descent (4) 

9. Not bound to be 
without charge (4) 

10. Replacement foot¬ 
baller to command 
group (8) 

11. I’d come back with 
transport for this 
piece of furniture 
( 5 ) 

12. Remove what was 
once a religious 
article (7) 

13. They have a stirring 
influence beneath 
the surface (13) 

18. How large towns 
are populated? 
Hardly! (8) 

19. A good deal of 
money on the 
carpet (4) 

20. A place from which 
to direct what precis 
writers do (7) 

21. Clean up the lottery 

( 5 ) 

22. Book coming my 
way? (4) 

23. Star skater is out of 
place here (8) 


Quick Clues: 

Across 

1. Immaculate (8) 

5. Disable (4) 

9. Performs (4) 

10. Artist’s paint boards 

( 8 ) 

11. Droll (5) 

12. Protection (7) 

13. Make-shift (5,3,5) 

18. Correct answer (8) 

19. Defeat (4) 

20. Exhausted (7) 

21. Truck (5) 

22. Resound (4) 

23. Correctly (8) 


Down 

2. Twist - or it’s no 
change (7) 

3. To declare how old 
a person is - that’s 
mean (7) 

4. Those who are busy 
doing homework 
(5-8) 

6. A second draft is 
made when the 
warder returns north 
( 7 ) 

7. The sea-trip could 
be ruined by them 
( 7 ) 

8. Kind of board for 
securing bricks (6) 

13. In a high position to 
begin with, he’s only 
just made good (7) 

14. Drawing a grid 
differently before 
morning (7) 

15. Go back to do some 
more sowing, we 
hear (6) 

16. Authorise me to 
return to governing 
office (7) 

17. They prepare the 
ground for produc¬ 
ing steering devices 
( 7 ) 


Down 

2. Small flute (7) 

3. Trying (7) 

4. Permanent rule 
(8,5) 

6. Feeler (7) 

7. Dominance (7) 

8. Young cow (6) 

13. Remainder (7) 

14. Let loose (7) 

15. Detesting (6) 

16. Clasp (7) 

17. Plunder (7) 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTIONS: 

CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Depart; 4 Paddle; 9 Paying through; 10 Thirsty; 

11 Idler; 12 Agate; 14 Pests; 18 Alone; 19 Cabinet; 21 Primogeniture; 

22 Either; 23 Blades. Down: 1 Depots; 2 Physiognomist; 3 Rungs; 5 
Airline; 6 Double-tongued; 7 Exhort; 8 Stays; 13 The nose; 15 Sample; 
16 Screw; 17 Stress; 20 Brill. OUICK - Across: 1 Repast; 4 Danger; 9 
Circumference; 10 Precede; 11 Nurse; 12 Edict; 14 Dealt; 18 Occur; 18 
Lucerne; 21 Filing cabinet; 22 Direct; 23 Invoke. Down: 1 Recipe; 2 Per¬ 
pendicular; 3 Sauce; 5 Arrange; 6 General Franco; 7 Reeled; 8 Offer; 13 
Chronic; 15 Doffed; 16 Slack; 17 Gentle; 20 Cabin. 


Sudoku 


Fill in the grid 
below so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 

LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 
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Circlegram 


Replace the question mark with a letter 
so that the letters within each circle 
can be arranged to form words on a 
common theme. What are the three 
words, and the letter represented by 
the question 
mark? 

LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTION: 

The letter 
represented by 
the question 
mark is I. Ferrari, 

Maserati, Bugatti, 
all sports car 
manufacturers. 



ALL YOUR PUZZLE 
NEEDS IN ONE 
HANDY APP! 



Seven great games in one! 
CRYPTIC CROSSWORDS 
QUICK CROSSWORDS 
CODEWORD SUDOKU 
WORD PUZZLER 
WORD SEARCH 
NUMBER CRUNCH 

SEARCH: DAILY EXPRESS PUZZLES 
On the iPhone, iPod Touch & iPad 


“PcScAo&t 


Learn To Dance The Easy Way 
‘Strictly Beginners' 


‘NEW’ ADULT Beginners - 
BALLROOM & LATIN AMERICAN Class 
Wednesday 30th January 2013 - 7:30PM 

SHENSTONE SOCIAL CLUB 
Kent Road, Halesowen B62 8PB 

ALL Enquires: Lorraine Watton - 07774893839 

(Qualified Member - International Dance Teachers Association) 



THE PLAZA MAIL 


MARKET PLACE HALESOWEN 



Tel: 07740193369 / 07706016144 


PHOTO ID NECESSARY 
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Detached bungalow with large gardens 



French doors open from the dining room onto the rear garden The rear garden has an extensive lawn and a gravelled seating area 


DESCRIBED as immaculately pre¬ 
sented, this three-bedroom detached 
bungalow in Walsall Road, West 
Bromwich, has been reduced by 
£13,000 for a quick sale, and is now on 
the market at £230,000. 

The accommodation briefly comprises of 
lounge, fitted kitchen with utility, cloakroom, 
conservatory, three bedrooms, family bathroom 
and garage, and also benefits from central 


heating, double glazing and front and rear 
gardens. 

On the ground floor the lounge, 17ft lOin by 
lift 2in, has a brick built open fireplace with oak 
beam and French doors to the conservatory 
which is 13ft 2in by 9ft 8in. 

The kitchen, 10ft lOin by 8ft, has a range of 
wall and base units, work surfaces, sink drainer, 
electric oven and hob with grill and cooker hood 
over, integrated dishwasher and fridge freezer 
and door to utility room measuring 7ft 7in by 7ft 
lin with cupboards, work surfaces and plumbing 


for washing machine. There is also a cloakroom 
with WC. 

There are three bedrooms and a bathroom 
comprising panel bath with shower over, wash 
hand basin and vanity units and WC. 

Outside to the front is a lawned area with 
borders and shrubs and off road parking while 
the rear garden has a gravelled patio area leading 
to a decked area, lawn with borders, shrubs and 
fruit trees. 

For more details call estate agent Worton Kelly 
on 0121 588 5666. 



This bungalow on Walsall Road has been reduced by £13,000 to £230,000 for a quick 



Residential Sales & Lettings 
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CRADLEY HEATH, BARRS ROAD 

An End Terraced Unfurnished Property, Recently Part Refurbished To A 
High Standard And Situated In A Popular Residential Area. Comprising Of: 
Three Bedrooms, Fitted Kitchen, Two Reception Rooms, Double Glazing, 
Gas Central Heating, Off Road Parking With Rear Garden. With The 
Advantage Of The Water Rates Pre Paid Until March 2013! EPC rating = D 

£595 PCM 



CRADLEY HEATH, HALESOWEN ROAD 

Located on this popular road, with easy access to Halesowen, Cradley 
Heath and local trainstation is this lovely semi detached house which 
features 2 double bedrooms and a single bedroom, spacious lounge, dining 
room, fitted kitchen, house bathroom with shower, front and rear gardens, 
parking to the rear and on road. Well worth a viewing. EPC Rating = D 

£575 PCM 



CRADLEY HEATH, PRINCE STREET 

Currently undergoing a re-decoration, is this semi detached house briefly comprising; four 
bedrooms (two double, two single), spacious lounge, in progress of having a new kitchen, 
downstairs w.c, bathroom with double shower cubicle. Benefits include; gas central 
heating, double glazing, driveway parking, low maintenance rear garden. EPC Rating=C 

£545 PCM 


CRADLEY HEATH, VALLEY ROAD 

A very nice and welcoming home, this 3 bed house 
features a spacious lounge with separate dining 
room, modern kitchen with a freezer, downstairs 
wc, house bathroom and shower, driveway and 
well kept gardens to front and rear. EPC rating = D 

£595 PCM 


HALESOWEN, HAGLEY STREET 

A fully refurbished modern duplex apartment above an 
electrical shop in the very centre of Halesowen. Briefly 
comprising of: Large Open Plan Living Area with 
Modern Fitted Kitchen, Two Bedrooms, Bathroom with 
Shower, Rental Includes £40 Electricity. EPC Rating = C 

£590 PCM 



HALESOWEN, BLOOMFIELD STREET NORTH 

An extremely well presented end terrace which has had a full re-decoration and new 
carpets, is this two bedroom semi detached home, within walking distance to 
Halesowen, local bus routes and shops, comprising of: two bedrooms, nice lounge, 
attractive fitted diner/kitchen with white goods but no washing machine, utility room, 
cellaret, house bathroom with shower, a glorious court yard garden. EPC Rating=E 

£550 PCM 




CRADLEY HEATH, LUANNE CLOSE 

Situated in this popular residential area, is this top floor apartment, 
which overlooks the canal and has its own balcony, comprising of: two 
bedrooms, spacious lounge, fitted kitchen, bathroom with shower, 
access to balcony from the master bedroom, gas central heating, double 
glazing, allocated parking. Well worth an inspection. EPC rating = B 

£525 PCM 


HALESOWEN, PEACHLEY CLOSE 

Undergone a complete refurbishment with a brand new kitchen, brand new 
bathroom, new decoration, is this detached bungalow which is centrally located 
to Halesowen and within walking distance to shops and bus routes to Stourbridge 
and Birmingham, featuring 2 bedrooms, spacious lounge, driveway parking. A 
rare opportunity to rent a bungalow which is not to be missed. EPC rating = D 

£550 PCM 



HALESOWEN, PRINCESS CRECENT 

Situated in a highly sought after location, and an opportunity 
not to be missed, is this stunning first floor apartment 
featuring a light and spacious lounge, beautifully fitted 
kitchen, 2 large bedrooms, gas central heating, double glazed, 
allocated parking. Available immediately. EPC Rating = C 

£525 PCM 





STOURBRIDGE, PROSPECT GARDENS 

Located Close To Stourbridge Town Centre And Stourbridge Junction 
Train Centre, Is This Unfurnished Newly Decorated Mid Terraced 
House, Comprising Of: Two Bedrooms, Fitted Kitchen With Dining Area, 
Cosy Lounge, Gas Central Heating, Double Glazing, Bathroom with 
Shower, Small Rear Garden, Parking Space To Front. EPC rating = D 

£525 PCM 


HALESOWEN, FAIRMILE ROAD 

Situated in popular residential area of Halesowen, with easy 
access to buses to the town, is this modern furnished first floor 
apartment comprising of: two bedrooms, lounge, and fitted 
kitchen, bathroom with a shower, gas central heating, double 
glazing, garage parking, and communal gardens. EPC rating = E 

£525 PCM 


HALESOWEN, HARDEN COURT 

Situated In Popular Residential Area Of Halesowen, With Easy 
Access To Buses To The Town, Is This Part Furnished First 
Floor Apartment Comprising Of: Two Bedrooms, Lounge, Fitted 
Kitchen, Bathroom With A Shower, Gas Central Heating, Double 
Glazing, Garage Parking, Communal Gardens. EPC rating = C 

£495 PCM 




CRADLEY HEATH, DELINGPOLE WALK 

An unfurnished mid mews house, in a well sought 
after location, briefly comprising of: gas central 
heating, living room, fitted kitchen, downstairs wc, 
two bedrooms, bathroom with shower, rear garden, 
two allocated parking spaces. EPC Rating = B 

£475 PCM 


BRIERLEY HILL, FOXDALE DRIVE 

Been Freshly Redecorated And Within A 5 Minutes Drive Of Brierley Hill 
Town Centre And Few Minutes More From Merry Hill Shopping Centre, 
Is This Unfurnished End Terraced House, Comprising Of: Two Bedrooms, 
1 With Fitted Wardrobes, House Bathroom With Shower, Nice Sized 
Lounge, Fitted Kitchen, On Road Parking, No Garden. EPC rating = C 

£475 PCM 


HALESOWEN, APPERLEY WAY 


A spacious Part Furnished first floor apartment on 
the ever popular Homer Hill estate, briefly comprising 
of: One Double Bedrooms, Lounge, Fitted Kitchen, 
Bathroom with Shower, Unfurnished. Available 
Immediately. Highly Recommended. EPC rating = F 

£400 PCM 



OLDBURY, CAUSEWAY GREEN ROAD 

I This large, split level flat above shops, within walking 
1 distance to bus links and close to J2 of the M5, briefly 
I comprising of: Gas Central Heating, Spacious Living 
I Room, Fitted Kitchen, Two Double Bedrooms, Bathroom 
with Shower, Parking to Rear, Unfurnished. EPC rating = D 

£400 PCM 



ROWLEY REGIS, WINCHESTER CLOSE 


A very well presented, unfurnished first floor 
apartment, close to the M5 J2, briefly comprising of: 
Two Bedrooms, Fitted Kitchen, Lounge, Double Glazing, 
Bathroom with Shower, Parking Space and Parking 
Area for Visitors, Communal gardens. EPC rating = D 

£395 PCM 



NETHERTON, ST GEORGES ROAD 

This lovely unfurnished first floor flat, situated I 
in a quiet area, comprises of: Electric Storage 
Heating, Living Room, Fitted Kitchen, Double 
Bedroom, Bathroom with Shower, Rear | 
Garden, Parking space. EPC Rating = 

£375 PCM 


II Home of Property 
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Stone-front cottage 
in a village location 



This newly-built stone fronted cottage in Bridgnorth in on the market withAII Morris for £250,000 


A RECENTLY-BUILT individ¬ 
ual stone-fronted cottage in a 
village outside Bridgnorth is 
for sale priced at £250,000. 

The accommodation at Apple Tree 
Cottage, Chorley, briefly comprises of 
three bedrooms, family bathroom, 20ft 
through lounge, kitchen with range of 
integral appliances, hall and guest 
cloakroom and side garage - and with 
south-facing gardens. 

The property was built around 2006 
for the current owner and is fitted out 
to an exacting standard, set back 


behind a gated gravel driveway and 
stone wall and with a neat front 
garden. 

Inside a reception hall has a central 
feature staircase and landing, and 
there is a guest cloakroom with white 
suite including vanity unit. 

Larger 

The lounge/dining room has a log 
effect gas fire with double doors to the 
garden patio and also to the fitted 
kitchen with a range of cabinets and 
integrated appliances including elec¬ 
tric double oven, ceramic hob, canopy 


hood, fridge freezer and dishwasher. 

On the first floor are three bed¬ 
rooms, the bigger two with built-in 
wardrobe/closet space, while the bath¬ 
room has a white suite of shower, wash 
hand basin, panelled bath and WC. 

The side garage is of larger than 
average size with plumbing for auto¬ 
matic washing machine, while to the 
rear is a paved patio terrace and two 
steps up to a lawned garden with coun¬ 
tryside views. 

Call Allan Morris on 01562 519079 
for furtherinformation. 


Great ideas come from 
outside the storage box 



Organised, but at a price! For the ultimate in home storage solutions have 
a look at this cream lounge library, from £3,000 by Neville Johnson 


It’s not too late to make a New 
Year's resolution to tackle the 
clutter in your home. Gabrielle 
Fagan comes up with some smart 
and good-looking storage solutions 


STYLISH storage has suddenly been 
transformed into a stunning addition 
for any home. Our desire for stream¬ 
lined, contemporary interiors means 
we’re demanding attractive and imag¬ 
inative ways of dealing with today’s 
ultimate interiors sin - clutter. Design¬ 
ers are responding by creating solu¬ 
tions which store possessions 
efficiently - and make a style statement 
at the same time. 

“Many of us have to live in homes 
much smaller than we might desire,” 
says interior designer Joanna Wood 
(www.joannawood. co.uk). Generally, 
we also underestimate the number of 
possessions we have by about a third, 
which can lead to a storage conun¬ 
drum. But that doesn’t mean you have 
to abandon your design ideals. 

“With thought and careful planning 
you can make the most of every inch of 
space using beautiful solutions com¬ 
bining function and good looks.” 

A calm atmosphere is essential in 
living areas. Open shelves and cup¬ 
board storage can allow treasured and 
decorative items to star while every¬ 
thing else is concealed but to hand. 

“In contemporary interiors there’s 
no room for jarring clutter,” says Wood. 

“Storage has become an art form 
which enhances rooms and is at the top 
of the list when designing an interior. 
Sleek doors which open at a touch are 
popular, while others have handles 
that are a feature in themselves and 
made in materials such as leather, 
mother-of-pearl or crystal. 

Lists 

“The key to success is to recognise no 
space is too small to store something. 
Every corner, recess or landing can be 
utilised to provide a home for belong¬ 
ings. Even stair treads can be trans¬ 
formed into drawers.” 

Imagine you’re a visitor to your 
home and look at your possessions 
objectively. Make lists of items you 
could discard, current storage that 
needs de-cluttering and an area which 
could be used for new storage. Avoid 
fitting hand-height flat surfaces as it’s 
all too easy to fill them with objects 
that never get moved. 

A bespoke system which caters for 
every storage need is hard to beat. A 
contemporary Cream Lounge system 


starts from around £3,000, Neville 
Johnson. 

It’s vital that a home office feels 
organised and conducive to work in. 
This room will often be multi-purpose 
and used by different members of the 
family as a den or homework area as 
well as an office, and ideally each 
person will need their own allocated 
storage,” says Wood. 

“Nowadays, these are planned down 
to the last inch in the same way as 
fitted kitchens. Enclosing everything 
within fitted cupboard doors reduces 
distractions and makes the whole area 
feel organised.” 

If a whole room’s not available, she 
advises making the most of an awk¬ 
wardly shaped area, such as a loft or 
under the stairs, with built-in storage 
for an office. Use wasted space behind 
a door or on the wall over a desk by 
hanging organisers with pockets. 

A wall-hung board like Vitra Uten- 
silo White, from £173.40, Heal’s, with 
its integral solid pockets, is ideal for 
clutter which would normally litter a 
desktop. 

Having problems sleeping in a 
bedroom that’s bulging at the seams 
with clothes? Both are sure signs that 
your storage is inadequate. 

“This is a room where you want a 
tranquil, calm atmosphere and as little 
clutter as possible,” says Emma Sims- 
Hilditch, partner at furniture company 


Neptune. Try to have in it only the 
things you need, rather than allowing 
it to become a part-time ironing room 
or office. The investment of commis¬ 
sioning built-in bedroom furniture is 
worthwhile if you plan to stay in your 
home for the foreseeable future.” 

Calculate your storage requirements 
(how many metres of hanging and 
folded storage you need, and don’t 
forget space for shoes), before visiting 
a bedroom furniture specialist. 

“A divan bed with fitted drawers or 
under-bed storage boxes can provide 
valuable extra storage. 

Consider raising the height of your 
wardrobe rail so you can fit storage 
boxes or a shoe rack beneath hanging 
clothes. 

Learn 

Children’s rooms seem to shrink as 
the inhabitants grow and gather their 
multitude of toys and possessions. 
“Children have more need for storage 
than anyone else. But whatever solu¬ 
tion you choose it should be easy for 
them to use so they can learn as early 
as possible to do their own tidying,” 
says Wood. 

Modular storage systems, which can 
be added to as the child and its posses¬ 
sions grow, are a good solution. 

Position drawers close to the floor so 
children can reach them. Also look for 
soft close actions on drawers and 
storage boxes. 
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Hawne Lane 


Radbourne Drive 


King Charles Road 


Milford Croft 



£250,000 


Deceptive three/four bedroom detached bungalow. 
Viewing recommended to appreciate. Halesowen 


£240,000 


A modern detached house situated at the head of a 
cul-de-sac . Halesowen 


£240,000 


An extended four bedroom semi detached house 
with accommodation comprising kitchen, two 
reception rooms and an en-suite. Halesowen 


£230,000 


Modern detached house on a popular estate.The 
accommodation comprises four bedrooms, en-suite 
to master and a garage. Halesowen 


Howley Grange Road 


Oak Tree Crescent 


Summerfields Avenue 


Pippin Avenue 



£225,000 


An extended three bedroom semi detached house. 
The property comprises conservatory and two 
reception rooms. Halesowen 




£ 210,000 


Traditional semi detached three/four 
bedrooms.Comprising two reception rooms, 
conservatory and a rear garden. Halesowen 


£180,000 


An extended three bedroom traditional property. 
Comprising two reception rooms and an extended 
kitchen.Viewing recommended. Halesowen 


£50,000 


One bedroom ground floor apartment also benefits 
from a garage en-block. Halesowen 


Red Lion Close 



Detached three bedroom property briefly 
comprising lounge, conservatory, front and 
rear gardens. Dudley 01384 237 3 13 


dixonsestateafients.co.uk 


Whitehall Drive 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


Highland Road 



Terraced two bedroom property briefly comprising 
lounge, kitchen/diner, upstairs shower room, rear 
garden and parking. Dudley 01384 237 313 


Cromwell Street 




rjf^ 

£1 15,000 


Offers Over £ 140,000 


Detached three bedroom property briefly 
comprising lounge, extended kitchen, 
conservatory and a integral garage. Dudley 


PUBLIC NOTICE - PARKING SPACE AND GF 
GARAGE 3 BEAN DRIVE SEDGLEY MEWS TIP- 
TON DY4 9SU. We are acting for the mortgagees 
and have received an offer of £ I 16,000 on the 
above property. Any interested parties must submit 
any higher offers in writing to the selling agent 
before an exchange of contracts takes place. 



£70,000 


A three bedroom terrace property briefly 
comprising WC, dining room, lounge, kitchen and 
bathroom. Dudley 01384 237 313 


Q propertywldecoxA Zoopki^ 
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MOTs 


_IMPERIAL COMMERCIALS 

PARK ROAD, HALESOWEN 
B63 2RL 

ford@imperialcommercials.co.uk 


CHRONICLE MOTORING AMMNtf »r 



The SsangYong Rodius with 2.0-litre 153bhp diesel unit offers impressive flexibility 


Budget people carrier 
gets new diesel engine 


SSANGYONG has fitted 
the Rodius with a new 
diesel engine for 2013, 
making the budget seven- 
seat people carrier better 
value than ever. 

The 2.0-litre, 153bhp unit offers a 
claimed 2661b/ft of torque from just 
l,500rpm, maintaining that peak until 
2,800rpm and giving impressive flexi¬ 
bility particularly for towing. Its fuel 


economy is 38.7mpg combined. 

With all seven seats installed, the 
Rodius has 875 litres of luggage space 
floor to ceiling. It increases to 2,271 
litres with the rear three seats 
removed. 

The entry-level £15,995 S model has 
a Kenwood audio system, climate 
control, full electric windows and Blue¬ 
tooth connectivity as standard, along 
with ESP stability control, ABS with 
electronic brake-force distribution 
(EBD) and Isofix child seat mounts. 


Mid-range ES spec adds heated 
leather front seats, alloy wheels and 
rear privacy glass, while also opening 
up the option of a tried-and-tested 
Mercedes-sourced five-speed auto¬ 
matic gearbox. It costs £17,995 for the 
manual and £19,495 for the auto. 

The flagship model is the EX, which 
benefits from a switchable four-wheel 
drive system to aid with towing in dif¬ 
ficult conditions. 

Capable of towing up to 2,000kg, the 
automatic-only EX costs £21,995. 



SPARK 1.0+ 

THE 5-DOOR CITY CAR WITH EXPRESSIVE DESIGN 
PER MONTH 

L £2,035 DEPOSIT 

60 MONTHS £ 7,975 


■ Electric Windows 

■ 119g/km - only £30 per year road tax 
• 5-door practicality 

■ Central locking 

■ Fuel efficient: up to 55.4mpg 

■ CD-Radio with Aux input 

■ MP3 & USB connectivity 



AVE01.2LS 

THE 5-DOOR CITY CAR THAT’S FUN TO DRIVE 
PER MONTH 

L |09 £1 ’ 995 DEPOSIT 

60 MONTHS £ 10,295 


■ 5* NCAP 

■£30 a year road tax 

■ Air conditioning 

■ Start/Stop technology 

■ Electric Windows 

■ Cruise control 


Picture for illustration purposes only 



Picture for illustration purposes only 



HALESOWEN MOTOR HOUSE 

Dudley Road West Midlands B63 3NH 
0121 462 2914 
www.halesowenchevrolet.co.uk 


Spark1.0+ and Aveo 1.2 LS shown feature metallic paint at an extra cost of £425. Offer available until March 31st 2013. *0% APR Representative. Minimum 20% deposit. Finance 
subject to status. Terms and Conditions apply. Applicants must be 18 or over. Guarantee/Indemnity may be required. Finance by Santander Consumer (UK) pic, RH11SR. Offers available 
at participating Dealers only and not available in conjunction with any other offer. Offers may not apply to all Dealer stock. Warranty expires at 5 years or 100,000 miles, whichever 
occurs first. This offer includes Chevrolet’s standard Customer Care Commitment of a 2year unlimited mileage manufacturer’s warranty, and third year manufacturer’s warranty with 
a 60,000 mile limitation. Years 4 and 5 are an insurance-backed warranty up to a maximum of 100,000 miles. The warranty excludes wear and tear and serviceable items and the 
vehicle has to be serviced in accordance with the manufacturer’s servicing schedule. 5 year warranty is available on retail registrations and at participating Dealers only. Prices 
correct at time of print. 

Official Government Environment Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/10Okm) and C0 2 emissions (g/ 
km). Chevrolet Spark Range: Urban 42.8 (6.6), Extra Urban 67.3 (4.2), Combined 55.4 (5.1) C0 2 emissions 119g/ 
km. Chevrolet Aveo Range: Urban 34.0 (8.3) - 67.2 (4.2), Extra Urban 55.3 (5.1) - 85.6 (3.3), Combined 44.8 (6.3) 
- 78.4 (3.6), C0 2 emissions 147 - 95g/km. 
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Powered tty motors 


New Volvo S40 unleashed 
to take on the opposition 


T 



Andy Albutt with the all-new V40 at Brindley Volvo at Codsall 


George’s top tips to bring 
out the new driver in you 



George Partou - ideas for a smoother drive in the new year 


VOLVO has filled a signifi¬ 
cant gap in its model range 
with the all-new V40 five 
door hatchback, says 
Brindley Volvo Sales 
Manager Andy Albutt. 

He said the V40, which had replaced 
the S40 saloon and V50 estate models, 
had now given Volvo a direct rival to its 
major competitors - something it had 
needed for a long time. 

Andy, who has spent the last two and 
a half years as sales manager of 
Codsall-based Brindley Volvo, said the 
V40’s styling had elements of the S60, 
V60 and XC60 with a hint of C30 at the 
rear. 

Dramatic 

“The V40’s exterior is designed to 
look dramatic without being overly 
aggressive,” said Andy. “The front of 
the car is particularly low with an air 
intake at the bottom of the front 
bumper that emphasises its width. 

“The sides of the car narrow 
towards the roof and the V40 has the 
most steeply raked windscreen of any 
Volvo yet. 

The V40 sits on a modified version 
of the platform used for the C30, S40 
and V50. The wheelbase is 1cm longer 
while the body is 14cm longer and 3cm 
lower.” 

He said the cabin had a very similar 
look to the S60 and used much of the 
same switchgear. “It is equally classy 
and the quality of materials and finish 
is very impressive. 

“There’s a range of finishes avail¬ 
able for the dashboard and door trims 
and a choice of new cloth and leather 
upholstery options. One of the sur¬ 
prise features is the illuminated gear 
knob which uses LEDs under a plastic 
cover to show which gear you’re in. 
It’s part of an affordable option for 
both manual and auto versions.” 

Andy, who heads a sales team of five 
at Brindley Volvo, said he was 


impressed with the range of hi-tech 
safety features including an upgrade 
of Volvo’s City Safety system that 
works up to 31mph. 

He commented on the world-first 
pedestrian airbag. If sensors detected 
a pedestrian collision, pyrotechnic 
devices would push the bonnet hinges 
up and an airbag would pop out from 


beneath to cover the windscreen and 
front pillars. 

He added that all the engines on the 
launch units were turbocharged and 
familiar from the present model range. 
The V40 would have the new range of 
four cylinder diesel engines. 

The V40 starts from £19,995 on the 
road. 


GEORGE Partou, marketing 
manager for Vision Vaux- 
hall, in Stafford, shares his 
thoughts on new year’s reso¬ 
lutions behind the wheel. 

His top tip for the new year is - banish 
bad driving and brush-up on motoring 
etiquette 

New year is the time for resolutions 
and turning over a new leaf. So, before 
you fall off the bandwagon completely, 
turn your thoughts to your performance 
behind the wheel, where, admittedly, we 
could all do with some improvements. 

At some point or another, we’ve all 
been guilty of undertaking or perhaps a 
little road rage. 

So now is the perfect time to address 
your in-car etiquette and make a fresh 
start for a smooth ride in 2013. 

So whether it’s cooling off in a tail¬ 
back or treating your car to some TLC, 
read on for new year’s resolutions to 
kick start the all-new driver in you. 

1. A poll conducted by the AA found 
that 70 per cent of participants’ new 
year’s resolutions were to avoid 
getting parking tickets. 

So, if you find yourself regularly 
pleading with the parking attendant 
to stop writing that ticket out, make 
2013 the year you plan your parking 
ahead. 

2. As 99 per cent of road accidents in 
Britain are caused by human error, it’s 
no surprise that being a safer driver is 
one of the most popular goals to have, 
and this includes avoiding creeping 
over the speed limit. 

But, with many insurance compa¬ 
nies now offering money back in 
return for careful driving, not only will 
you see a direct benefit in your pocket, 
it will also make you a more mindful 
driver, overall. 

3. Road rage was a common guilty 
trait, with 58 per cent of those polled 
aiming to drive less aggressively. So, 
next time you feel the rage boiling up 
inside you, take a deep breath to avoid 


taking it out on your car or other 
road users. 

4. For the calmer drivers out there, 
driving more economically is often a 
priority. Try and stay in a high gear to 
burn less fuel, turn off your engine 
when you are stationary for longer 
than a couple of minutes, or invest in 
a car which has a low fuel consump¬ 
tion. 

5. A common annoyance for drivers 


is the risk of breaking down, but this 
can be easily avoided. Remember to 
get your oil levels and tyre pressures 
regularly checked. 

As with every new year it’s now 
time to take stock, so make this new 
year’s resolution one to remember in 
the motoring stakes. 

• Vision Vauxhall at Walton-on- 
the-Hill, can be contacted on 01785 
891650 | www.visionvauxhall.co.uk 



There are many 
ways to search at 


motors 

.co.uk 


Your search ends here. 


Follow us on Twitter 
C Join us on Facebook 


You want to buy a second-hand car. 


Just something that’s fuel-efficient. But it needs a bit of 
- your neighbourhood’s quite hilly and your groceries can be 
so heavy. And it’s nice to have an engine that 


In partnership with Express & Star 


www.expressandstar.com/motors 
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BUNDS & CURTAINS 


CARPENTRY 


DOUBLE GLAZING 


DOMESTIC INSTALLATIONS 


3 for 2 on selected blinds Ism carpentry & building 


Fittings available in January, 2013 


r fEggp»»s» 



» 


- m 




Blinds 


■ Extensive range of blind & shutter Ring for 
designs and materials FREE 

larantee ■ Prompt and efficient service Quote 

■ Call 0121 624 2053 

■ www.daviesblinds.co.uk 

Quality & Professionalism Assured 


Cl 


GLOBAL BLINDS 

VERTICAL. ROLLER AND VENETIAN 


6 Verticals FOR ONLY £199 




Superb Quality - Genuine Offers 
FOR FRIENDLY ADVICE & SERVICE 


I BAB6AIW BUNDS t tUBMINSI 



■ 

CELEBRATING OUR 14TH YEA 

®©o® fl‘a‘a lo 0 7rf . 

. www.ukbargainblinds.ce.uk 19am -9pm 7 days| 


Blinds Less 


Top quality blinds at 
budget prices 

We will 
beat any 
like for 
like 
quote" 

Local company, full range of blinds 


Call 

01902 500204 
or 07966 502518 
www.bMiKls4less.co.uk 



S. K. Smith 
Building Services 

THE COMPLETE 
BUILDING SERVICE 

Any job - any size! 

Extensions, Brickwork, Patios, 
Fencing, Roofing, Plastering, 
Kitchens and Bathrooms 

For a Free No 
Obligation 
Quotation call 

0121 5857206 

Visit us at 
sksmithbuildingservices.co.uk 


1 


LOCK 

PROBLEMS 

UPVC, Yale, Chubb, etc? Lost keys? 
Broken door locks? Window and door 
security locks changed, fitted, upgraded. 

Tony Lane 01384 354344 
07540 380140 


D H Household 
Maintenance 


Decking to DIY 
Plastering to Plumbing 
All areas covered 

0121 422 8594 
07985 548466 


• Extensions/Canopy’s \ 

• loft conversions \ 

• Bathroom and Kitchen Refurbs^^ 

• Fitted Bedrooms/Home Offices -— 

• All Types Of Plasterings 

• General Carpentry 

CALL: 0121 601 7727 * 07879 681591 


DECORATING 


iff leu Service* 


Painting & Decorating 
Tiling & General Maintenance 
FREE QUOTES 
Full liability insurance 

iosTon: 0121 550 7817 
07980 286695 




We cover all aspects 
of internal & external 
decoration. 

Sxfietiettc&i team 20 + cyeaM 

O.A.P DISCOUNTS 


ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 



T W Decorating 
Services 


. mm 

(UM 

Painting and Decorating, 
and General Maintenance 
Professional and Reliable 
OAP FRIENDLY 

For a FREE Quote 
Call Tim On: 

0121 559 4762 
07890 779785 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

0121 422 3549 
07974 428 603 


‘No Job Too Small’ 


MBfJ electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality 

local service call: 1 —. ■ 


mbelectric. co.uk\ 


POINTER & 

DECORATOR 

Professional and reliable 

Fully insured 

0.A.P Discounts _ 

For a free 
quote call Carl 

0121 561 1881 
or 07532 200591 




ALL TYPES OF DOMESTIC 
ELECTRICAL WORK 
UNDERTAKEN & FINISHED TO 
THE HIGHEST STANDARD 

a Call Dan on: 

•«■■■= eh: 01384 263357 
■BBSS Q or 07866 886364 


MM 


HALESOWEN 

DECORATORS 

r Painters & 
^Decorators 

OAP DISCOUNT 
AVAILABLE 
10% OFF with this advent 
Residential and Commercial 
work undertaken 
CALL 07860 206713 / 
0121 550 5784 


Wednesbury 

Kitchens 

• Kitchen and Bathroom 
Installation 

• Building Works 

• Extensions • Plastering 
•Tiling • Carpentry 

• Painting and Decorating 

• Plumbing and 
Electrical Works 

45 Lower High Street, 
Wednesbury 

0121 505 3334 


Misted Sealed Units? 

Contact us for a tree quote! 

Tel 01384 566100 O £ 

Email: quotations® 
blackcountryglazing.com 

BLACK COUNTRY GLAZING Est 1987 


ELECTRICIANS 


Starkey Electrical Ltd 

Manor House / 

Manor Lane, Halesowen Domestic, Commercial & Industrial Electricians 


For all your electrical needs in the 
home, garden, driveway or 
office/retail premises 

• Emergency call outs-7 days a week 

• Experienced electricians NICEIC regulated 

• Competitive Prices/FREE quotations 


www.starkeyelectrical.co.uk 


I! 


email: stuart@starkeyelectrical.co.uk - | 

Office: 0121602 8088 • 07967 650 567 


CW' 


Commercial 


Electrical 

Kingswinford Limited 
Fault Finding & Condition Reports 
Rewires/Part Rewires 
Additional Sockets 
Shower Replacements 
Intruder Alarms 
Security Lights 
Storage Heaters 
Electric Cooker Repairs 
Visit our website for more services 

Over 16 Years Experience 


+=■ +- 01384 278471 


w. c welect rical kingswinford.c 


FENCING 


Fencing & Gates 


It 


All Garden Work Undertaken 

• Slabbing • Block Paving • Tree Felling 
• Turfing • Garden Clearance 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 
Manufacturers of all Concrete Products 
eg. Concrete Posts, Gravel Boards 
All work guaranteed Insurance work undertaken 
Over I 5 years experience (Public liability covered) 

Call Steve on 


01384 242891 or 07970 300586 


KITCHENS & BATHROOMS 


The Tradesman 

DESIGN, SUPPLY & INSTALL OR FIT ONLY 

♦ Bathrooms ♦ Kitchens ♦ Plumbing Repairs 
♦ Tiling & Household Repairs ♦ Property Maintenance 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Best for price and service, call Bob on 

01384 288013 or 07968 3B2888 


Bow's 
U niversal 
D omestic 
I nstalls 


COOKER 

INSTALLS 



01562741179 


Gas, Electric and LPG 
Built-in Ovens and Hobs 
Range Cookers and Hobs 

Washers, Dishwashers, 07973 5345Z7 

Televisions, Wallmounts nnnnn 790(101 
also installed ll/uUL /LuIlD I 

www.bowsuniversaldomesticinstalls.com 


Register 506334 


KITCHENS & BATHROOMS 


MarkWedgbury 

FITTED KITCHENS, BATHROOMS AND BEDROOMS 
Made to measure 



FREE QUOTATION • NO OBLIGATION 

07973 766215 01384 620509 

mrk_wedgbury@yahoo. co.uk 
Fit pre-purchased - Est Since 1990 


GARDENING 


ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES 


• Tree Surgeon Specialist 

• Stump Grinding/Root Removal 

• Hedges Pruned/Shaped 

• Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 1 



• Driveways & Patios 

• Plus Much More Call Now For a 

No Obligation Quotation 

24/7 365 emergency callout service 

01384 213644 or 07733 2265681 

• > r 

7 


Age Concern & Local Authority 
N.P.T.C. qualified, Public Liability Insu 
All staff C.R.B. Certific 

Contractor 
ranee (£5 million) 
id 


Garden Transformations 

From total makeovers and 
clearances to 
decking and 
fencing 

Guaranteed j 
lowest prices 

0121 422 
8594 or 
07985 548466 



R & S Gardens 

• All garden work undertaken 

• Hedges and lawns cut 

• General tidy and rubbish removed 

• Garden Landscaping 

Telephone: 07851 323303 



Elegant, 
Stairs 

Quality Stairparts 
supplied &f 
by mature 
craftsman 

For this and other carpentry 
work phone Bill for a 
Free Estimate/Quote on 

0121 533 9339 

or 07505 807686 


To advertise your business and reach over 50,1 I potential customers.... 



Call us on... 

01384353227 


m 


E-mail us at... 

r.cooper@expressandstar.co. 




Post to... T 

Ryan Cooper, Halesowen Chronicle, Black Lake , 
Regional Centre, West Bromwich. B70 OQB A 
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MOTORING 


PLASTERING 


PLUMBING & HEATING 


ROOFING 


Why Pay Main Dealer Prices? 


Motor Body Work Specialists 
Insurance Approved 
From a minor bump to major repairs 
FREE local pick up and delivery 
FREE estimates and written quotes 


We also supply a car and van to none fault or insurance 
Web: www.crosswaysmotorbodies.co.uk 
email: crossways1@btinternet.com 


30 Years Experience 



Station Road, Old Hill, Cradley Heath, B64 6PL 


MOT 


with this advert 

FREE RE-TEST 

Green Garage, unit 2a Station Road, 

(rear of Gold Cue Snooker Club), Blackheath, B65 OU 

0121 559 6001 


M 

MOT 


Spares & Repairs 

Unit 9 Powke Lane Ind Est 
Powke Lane Rowley Regis 

Competitive Rates on 
All Repair Work & MOT 
Failures 

Comprehensive Range 
Ford Spares 
Air bags Engines Alley 
Wheels etc 

= T: 0121 559 7625 «i 
M: 07785 724167 SS 



KS 

f SERVICES 

| All types of General Repairs 
® to your home and garden 
Also interior and exterior 
decorating 

Local Friendly Service 

3|0121 532 4861 

No Job Too Small 


PAVING 


DRIVES • PATHS • PATIOS • COBBLES 


JSL 


HL 


•m 


AN types of plastering work 
— undertaken “ 
OVER 28 VEMS EXPERIENCE 


Call us on 01384 622466 
or 07971 569648 


Cl PLASTERING 


All aspects of Plastering, 
Dry Lining, 

Skimming and Rendering, 
Artex and Artex 
Removed 

Insurance work undertaken 
Call for free estimates 

0121 4213934 
07748 644816 


m 


Nick's 

Plastering 

Services 


ALL TYPES OF 
PLASTERING WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 
Advanced City and 
Guilds Qualified 
OVER 30 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE 
Low Prices 
FREE QUOTES 


0121 559 4818 
07930 525677 


: ARTEX MAN * 

* Complete range * 

* Repairs and coving * 

‘ FOR FREE ESTIMATE * 
k Telephone Tim on Sedgley * 
I (01902)675144/ * 
: 07890 655189 * 


OHPmms 


i Kni g ht Gas 


? Heating & Plumbing 


Central Heating/Boilers 
Fires and Cookers 
Installation and Repair 
All Plumbing Work 
Landlords certificate 
FREE QUOTES 

Call Gary on 
0121 550 3424 or 
07715 082113 


SUPERWARM 

HEATING 


Specialists in replacing 

Boilers, Power Flushing Systems, 
Landlord Certificate’s, Worcester 
Bosch & Vaillant accredited Installer 


30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE 


Ex British Gas - 


■I. JU 

Plumbing Services 

• Specialist in small plumbing repairs 
• Tap repairs • Overflows • Tanks 
• Burst pipes • No Flushes 
General plumbing repairs and guttering 
NO CALL OUT CHARGE 
Over 35 years' experience 
For a friendly, reliable service 
Call Paul on 07751 669066 


KEN PERRY 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Gas Fitting, Boiler Servicing 
and Immersion Heaters, 

Multi Point Water Heaters, 
Landlord’s Gas Certificates, 
Boilers changed 

Guild of Master Crafstmen 
Gas Safe Registered 


All Work Guai 
( 01384)869605 
07754676336/07950659668 


Visit our website www.fine-linepaving.co.uk 


DISCOUNT DRIVEWAYS 

Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drives • Paths • Patios 
Slabbing • Red Tarmac 
Car Parks 

5 Year Guarantee On All Work 

Free Quotations and Advice 

Jet 01384 79900 • 07583 170190 

www.discountdriveways.co.uk 


Gas Heating Services 


Office 52A, Summer Hill, Halesowen 

(opposite Wilkinson) 

1 Central Heating • Gas Fitting 
1 Plumbing 

1 Gas Appliance Servicing 
1 Boiler Maintenance & Repairs 
1 Specialists in Combination Boilers 
1 Fully Trained Engineers 
1 Family Run Business 



FREE 

QUOTES 




^fORCESTER 

Accredited 

Installer 

Plumbing, Heating, Gas Fires, 
Fireplaces, Full Bathrooms 

• Service, Repair and Installations 
24 years experience - ex British Gas 
Glow Worm accredited installer 

www.ppsplumbingheating.co.uk 
0121 422 9767 
07810 122846 

Hurst Green, Halesowen 


ROOFING 



R HICKMAN ROOFING LTD 


28 years experience 

ALL TYPES OF ROOFING 
AND MAINTENANCE 

FREE Quotes 

• General work undertaken 

• All areas covered 

• Fascias, Soffits & Gutters 


Call: 07970 818147 


EUHEl RlBS TilCS 

•Fascias • Sofits • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
01384 468831 / 07985 575865 



Call us today for fast, friendly advice 

Office: 0121 503 0066 Mobile:07584 070 475 
www.gas-heating-services.net 




JC 

RE-UPHOLSTERY 
SERVICES 

ofstery. Repo 
Antiques 


0 0121 4201582 

NO (All OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 


No Job Too Small 

FREE ESTIMATES 
Choice of patterns 
Quality Workmanship 

« Blackheath 

0121 561 3977 daytime 
\or0121 561 2344 evenings after 6 



^ H OUSEHOLD- 

r P L U M B I N 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

All installations and repairs 
Supply and fit or fit only 

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

v Tel: Neil 07968 786449 -0121-601 6767 
www.household-plumbing.co.uk 



SKIP HIRE 

IN HALESOWEN 

Minis - Midis 
The best in the West 

0121 561 5493 
07956 664002 


Shed shop 


All size sheds 

Playhouses, Summer houses etc 
Fitted, delivered and Erected 

All at competitive prices 
Call now on 07920 885774 or 
01384 482542 




Fast and friendly service from a family run 
business, with over 10 years’ experience 

SPECIALISTS IN TILE, SLATE, 

fibreglass flat roofing, flat felt roofing, uPVC, 
fascias, soffits and guttering, lead work, 
pointing and storm damage 


no job too big or too small 
For a free quote call 

0121 421 1649 or 07841 046 126 
Kent Road, Halesowen, B62 8PD 


I.C.A. TILING SERVICES 

Walls, floors, bathrooms, kitchens and conservatories! 


Ceramic, porcelain, mosaics, slate, 
marble and all natural stone. 


Quality workmanship at competitive prices. 
Fully insured. Portfolio available. 

For a free quote call lan on 
01384 412796 or 07890 894631 


r 


SKIP HIRE 


Roofing and Building *• 

3rd generation family business 
We will beat any ‘like for like’ quote! - No money up front 
Registered installers of Fibreglass Roofing 
systems and uPVC Fascia, Soffit, Gutters 
Insurance backed guarantees 
Fully insured with £100,000 indemnity 
01384 849090 07895 672594 


•H 



All Size Skips 
All Areas 
Best Prices 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

All Size Skips available for immediate delivery 
Scrap Cars removed for FREE 
For more details call: 

T: 07920 885774 
01384 482542 


To advertise your business and reach over 50,1 I potential customers... 



Call us on... 

01384353227 


m 


E-mail us at... 

r.cooper@expressandstar.co. 




Post to... 1 

Ryan Cooper Halesowen Chronide / Black Lake . 
Regional Centre, West Bromwich. B70 OQB A 
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www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 


_ ft ft ^P ft ft There's nothing like it for buying and selling 

ClQSSITIGCl 01902 317878 


www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 


ONUN EXfREE ADVERTS) 

IT'S FREE, IT'S EASY 
For items up to £250 

v^www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 

Simply press the free ad icon 

Sorry, no pets, guns or livestock. Private advertisers only. 


By telephone, post 
or in person at your 
local branch, u in 

© B M 

Items up to £250 

£3.00 per entry 

Sorry, no pets, guns or livestock. 
Private advertisers only. 


SELL IT FAST 

SELL IT LOCAL 



(Conditions apply) 


Place your ad 

By phone 01902 317878 
8.30am - 6pm Monday - Friday 
Closed Saturday 

Online 

www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 

In person 

at your local Express & Star Office 
Cancel/amend, call before 4.00pm Monday - 
Friday for the next day's advertisement or also 
before 4pm Friday for Monday's advertisement 


Lost & Found 


DESPERATE To find Black and 
White Cat, straying Tettenhall / 
Tettenhall Wood area. If seen 
please ring 01902 757984. 


LOST 

A much loved black female cat, 
since Wednesday, January 16, 
Hilston Avenue/ Fairview 
Road, Penn. 

Microchipped. 
Telephone 01902 336317. 



IMPORTANT APPEAL 

FOR WITNESSES 

at scene of accident, December 
15, 2012 at 12.30pm in Tower 
Street, Wolverhampton. If 
there is anyone that was in this 
area who may have seen a light 
blue coloured Peugeot car 
reverse into a grey Ford 
Galaxy, can you please contact 
me as soon as 
possible on 

07590 755080. 


LADY, 75 

smart, intelligent, with a 
GSOH, seeks genuine 
friendship, WLTM gentleman, 
70 - 78 for days out, social 
evenings, holidays. 

Within 10 miles radius of 
Wolverhampton. 

Box Number P18306, 

Express and Star, 

Queen Street, 

Wolverhampton, WV11ES. 


NEW SINGLES VALENTINE 

Dating Events! The Old Stags 
Head, Penn - ages 35-55, Tues, 
Feb 5th. The Crown at Wergs - 
ages 40-55, Weds, Feb 13th 
and ages 30-45, Sun, Feb 
17th. Cocktails on arrival. 
www.whenthemusicstops.com 


THREE PIECE SUITE, two seater 
and two chairs, light / beige, 
reversible, £250. 

01902 334891. 


VERY FIT 50’S GUY 
Seeks couple/female to chill 
out with occasionally. 

No strings attached. 

Write Box No. P18308 (WS), 
Shropshire Newspapers Ltd, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 




WITHYMOOR COLTS FC 

Are now recruiting boys and 
girls in reception and school 
year 1, for there under 6’s 
coaching sessions. 

Held in the gym at Thorns 
Community Collage. 
5.30-6.30 on Wednesdays. 
For further information call 
Ian Bennett 07830 003402. 
All coaches are qualified to 
level 2 and CRB checked. 


* * 

%•* 


market 

place 


bikes 


BOSS MOUNTAIN BIKE, 21 

speed, disc brakes, lights, mud¬ 
guards, locks, cost £280, sell £140 
ono. Never used. 07754 744275. 


collectables & 
memorabilia 


LILLIPUT LANE COTTAGES 

for sale. 

07790 209551 or 01902 733889. 


double glazing 


PATIO WINDOW, double glazed, 
170cms x 195cms, £150 ono. 
Telephone 01902 755180. 


aerials 




AA 


DIGITAL 

AERIALS 


1 aerial into 2 rooms 

£85 

1 aerial into 4 rooms 

£185 

SAME DAY SERVICE 


01902 858191 
01384 429166 


01543 439095 
01922 716029 
07833 738857 


CASTLE AERIALS 


Aerials from £64.99, Sky, 
multirooms, 10 yrs experience, 
free estimates, We will beat 
any written quote!. 


Call: 01384 350150 


BELLING INTEGRATED 
DOUBLE GAS OVEN 

12 months old, as new condi¬ 
tion, can be seen working, 

half price £275 ono. 

01902 863388 / 07736 631519 


education & tuition 

Mma 

HALESOWEN TUTORS Est 1992 
West Midlands Premier Agency 
Home individual tutoring 
LOCAL QUALIFIED TUTORS 
Protection of Chidren Act 
regulated and Police checked 
Primary, 11+, SATS, 
Secondary, GCSE, A, Deg, etc 

0121 2124986 
01902 671683 

www.cloisterstutoring.co.uk 
NEW TUTORS WELCOME 


elderly & disabled 


MINIVATOR STAIRLIFT, good 
condition, 2'A years old, buyer to 
dismantle, £350. 

Telephone 01902 742809. 
MOBILITY SCOOTER Shop 
Rider, good condition, £375. Can 
deliver. 07596 387354. 

MOBILITY SCOOTERS from £350 
can deliver, servicing available 
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 
01902 569216/ 07831 246292 
PRIDE ELITE traveller LX mobil¬ 
ity scooter, brand new in Nov, 
used 8 times, excellent condition, 
£650. 01902 339352. 

WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. Plus New 
Lifts. 01952 405397 / 07897 273617 


furniture 


BRUSSELS 3 and 2 seater sofas, 
drawers under, wood frame, 
leather, antelope colour, cost 
£2,790, sell £1,200. 01902 724912. 

COMFORTABLE ARMCHAIR. 
Excellent quality, as new, oyster 
chenille fabric. £120. 

01902 747921. 


DINING TABLE 

Morris of Glasgow, mahogany, 
oval, 6 chairs, extends to 
8, also display cabinet, 75ins(h) 
x 59ins(w), very good 
condition. 

£275. 

Telephone 01902 418715. 


★ LEATHER 3-piece suite, 
chocolate brown, totally 
unused, cost £1,300, 
genuine sale, can deliver, 
£390. 07586 533796. 

NATHAN EXTENDING dining 
table, four chairs and sideboard, 
excellent condition, £300 the lot. 
01384 400661. 


L-K.B Aerial 

• OAR Discount • Free Quotes 
> 2 Year Guarantee 


^Xscounf 


II Late - 7 days a week 
'ww.digitalaerialfitter.co.uk | 

All Major Credit/Debit Cards Accepted 
01384 918671-07572 838893 


household appliances 


DOMESTIC APPLIANCES LTD 


New Graded & Re-Furbished Applia^^^ 
Sales & Repairs 
Local Delivery Available^ 


24-26 Church Street 
Bilston, Near Wolverhampton 
WV14 0AH 

Tel/Fax: 01902 403770 



OLD CHARM OAK TABLE 

Good condition, four chairs, 
two carvery chairs, tapestry 
seating, corner cabinet, two 
cupboards. 

All at £450. 

01902 605632. 

07799 291859. 


SINGLE BED, inc. mattress, £100. 
Double bed, inc. mattress, £150. 
Both brand new, never used. 
07919 533237. 

SLIDING WARDROBE DOORS 6 

white, 5 mirrored with track, 8 at 
30 ins x 88ins, 3 at 24ins x 88ins, 
must collect £100. 07967 348842. 
THREE-PIECE SUITE, black 
leather, 9 months old, £600. 

01922 445275. 


house clearances 


A ABSOLUTE cash price paid for 
house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Tel: 07852 172641 

items for sale 


CORRUGATED roofing sheets 
Also tile effect /box profile 
/curved and z purlins. 

Hornsey Steels 01547 530419 
GARAGE DOOR white, 7ft x 6ft 5, 
very good condition. Still fitted 
for viewing. £95 ono. 07866 
567725. 

r \ 

items wanted 


ALL GOLD 9ct £300 per ounce 

CASH PAID TODAY 

A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester 
Moorcroft • Old coins • Watches 
Jewellery • Old toys • Clocks 
Paintings • All silver items 
Pre ‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 
ANYTHING OLD & INTERESTING 
01922 495066 OR 
07971 783206 



ALL RAILWAY 
COLLECTIONS WANTED 
ANY GAUGE OR AGE 

Also live steam. 

Also, Diecast, Dinky, Corgi, 
Spot On. 

Guaranteed top cash prices 
paid!! 

0121602 2569 or 07891713547 


COMICS ANNUALS and cigarette 
cards required. Beano, Dandy, 
Marvel, Commando, etc. Pre 
1970. Large lots bought. 

01952 253266. 


FOOTBALL PROGRAMMES 

Tickets and other sports 
memorabilia. 

Top prices paid for the right 
item. 

Call Paul 01543 251743. 


FOOTBALL PROGRAMMES 
WANTED 

Cash paid for any pre 1970’s. 
Large collections (300 + ) 
after 1970 also considered. 

Telephone: 0208 560 7816. 



New stores opening 
in your area 
See website for details 



URGENTLY REQUIRED DVDS 
and Blu-rays! Good prices paid, 
can collect. 

07889 467889 or 01905 20821. 

WANTED Standard lamp, 5 pink 
glass globe upside down tulip 
style standard lamp with brass 
stand. 01902 863096. 


kitchens & 
bathrooms 

BIRMINGHAM Kitchens Sale 

8 units: £595. 18mm Fhlly Assem¬ 
bled. Soft close as standard. All 
quotes beaten.Call 0121 259 0426. 


music shop 





DRUMMER LOOKING TO 
JOIN A WORKING BAND 

Very easy going, anything 
considered, (Blues, Rock, 
Tribute) etc. Fifteen years live 
and studio experience. Pro 
attitude, top quality equip¬ 
ment. Available 

immediatly. 

Call Alvin on 07977 770017 or 
01902 497790. 


HEAVY ROCK/METAL 
VOCALIST AVAILABLE 

Wants to join or form 
rock/metal band. 

Own transport and 
equipment, Dudley area. 
Call Jason on 07761354721. 


removals 



REMOVAL VAN & DRIVER 
FOR HIRE 


Single Items to Full Removals. 

01902 894916 / 07807 773035 


A AND M CHEAP Removals local, 
careful firm, full / part loads. Don 
- 0800 587 0377 / 07749 941319. 

A MAN WITH A VANSingle items, 
flat/house removals/clearances, 
local/nationwide. Call Steve. 
0121 422 2999 or 07815 043724 
CALL PETE - MAN WITH A VAN, 
Removals, clearances. Items 
large or small. Call: 01902 741546 
/ 07917 679360 / 01384 486126. 


skip hire 

GRINSELLS SKIP HIRE LTD. 

Mini, midi, maxi, large. Screened 
soil and crushed hardcore for 
sale. All skips for weekend must 
be booked by Friday 0121 555 
6060. 



All sizes 

All areas covered 
Immediate delivery 
Competitive prices 
Fast and Relaible service 

Call:01384 240956 
07920 885774 


HOUSE CLEARANCES/Tree 

Surgery/ Rubbish Removals. No 
need for a skip. Free Quotes. We 
load. 07789 024695/ 07867 430066 


specialists at your 
service 

alarms/security 

PREMIER AT, A RMS supplied & 
fitted £185. All quotes beaten, 
servicing/repairs 0121 601 9791. 

carpet & upholstery cleaning 


A CLASS CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

Carpets dry in 30 minutes. 

Call Paul: 07870 341089 
www.aclasscarpetcleaning.co.uk 


double glazing repairs 


r&ETTHe] 

\F030Un] 

Condensation removal 
from failed double 
glazing at least 
50% cheaper than 
replacements. 

101902 H88915) 


flooring 


3 FLOOR FINISHES 

Laminate, Carpet & Vinyl floor fitter 
Professional and Reliable service, 
25 years experience. Free estimates 

Call: 07890 981282 


gas fitting 


GAS 
SERVICES 

• Boilers 

• Cookers 

• Fires 

• Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 
•Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


guttering 

A* GUTTERING: Residential & 
Commercial Cleaning. Conserva¬ 
tories, Drives etc: 07969 117656. 

plans prepared 

ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200 / 07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 

roofing 

MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, 
roof repairs, fascias and gutters. 
Call 01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 
PREMIER ROOFING 25% off all 
New Roofs, Repairs and Fascias. 
01384 353600 or 07875 387445. 
SEMI RETIRED ROOFER All 
things roofing, flat roofs/fascias 
and guttering, 38 yrs experience. 
Please call Keith: 07546 158165 


sports & leisure 


TREADMILL, Roger Black Gold, 
motorised, folding, 6 months old, 
excellent condition, £160. 01902 
683946. Buyer collects. 

tv/home 

entertainments 

general 

PANASONIC TV Model TX- 
L37D25B, 37 inch Full HD LED 
TV, Free Sat, Free View, Excel¬ 
lent condition. £300.01952 613984 


service 


AERIAL/TV SPECIALISTS 

TV Plasma / LCD repairs 
Digital aerial installation 
Wall mount / set ups / etc 
Plasma, LCD TV’s from £99 
Any area, 7 days 

07850 330251 


Sell it... 


classified 

01902 317878 



commercial 

premises 

BLACK HEATH - 4000 & 2000 Sqft 
Secure industrial Units. £150 / 
£120 per week ex. 07787 831407 


CHEAP SMALL 
INDUSTRIAL UNITS 

for rent in Brierley Hill 
suitable for storage 
from £20 + VAT p/w 

Call Ronnie 07966 468 861 



leisure 




car boot sales 


BEST SATURDAY BOOTSALE IS BACK! 

This and every Saturday, 10am. 

A454, Hilton, between Wolverhampton & Bridgnorth, WV15 5NR. 
Cocksparrow Lane Boots* opens February 3rd. 

Details: 07890 267041 
www.bestbootsales.com 


caravans wanted 


TOURING CARAVAN wanted, will 
pay up to £300. 

Anything considered. 
Telephone 07980 365757. 

caravans / 
motorhomes 

CARAVAN FOR SALE 

8 Berth All Fees Inc Only 
£9000 Call 07779354387 
COMPASS AVANTGARDE 300 5 
berth motorhome, Peugeot boxer, 
2.0 HDi, 03 plate, 18,000 miles, 
£18,450. 01384 833558. 

LUNA DELTA 520/2, 1999, good 
condition for year, £2,000. 

01902 441735. 

STATIC CARAVAN FOR SALE 

Sited on Costal Park in Mid Wales 
12k all in. Call 07773672252 


CAVALIERS & CAVAPOO’S 

adorable puppies from £350. 
07867 530504. 

CHIHUAHUA boy puppy, 9 weeks 
old, very cute, long haired, KC 
registered, both parents can be 
seen, £450. 07449 546576. 

CHIHUAHUA PUP 1st vaccina¬ 
tion wormed and deflead, £325. 
07972 604503. 


FOREST DOG RESCUE 

Rehoming - Lucy - Staffie, 
18mths, female. Harley - GSD 
X, 3yrs male. Bella - Husky, 
3yrs, female. Dolly - JRT, 
12mths, female. Buster - JRT X, 
6mths, male. Hero - Boxer X, 
18mths, male. Magic - Terrier 
X, 5yrs, female. Sasha - GSD X, 
20mths, female. Ty - Staffie, 
3yrs,male. Zippy - Lurcher 
3yrs, male. Harvey - Border 
Collie, 16mths, male. Jessie J - 
Collie X 5yrs, female. Devlin - 
Boxer X, 

18mths, male. 

01299 269181 or 07564 262371 
www.forest-dog-rescue.org.uk 


GERMAN SHEPHERD quality 
pedigree Puppies, black and tan, 
KC applied for. 07779 742080. 


GREYHOUNDS MAKE 
WONDERFUL PETS 

All neutered, innoculated 
and chipped. 

Call Greyhound Trust 
01922 412212 or 
www.rgtwolverhampton.co.uk 


JACK RUSSELL puppies, boys 
and girls, good with children and 
other pets, lovely puppies, £180. 
07759 737894. 

KITTENS two black and white 
males, one black female. Nine 
weeks. £20 each. 07847 382237. 

PEDIGREE CHIHUAHUA 

PU 07952 926466. 

RABBITS X2 mini lop with own 
each hutch each, 5 months old, 
£35 each. 07915 061136. 

SIBERIAN HUSKY puppies, 12 
weeks old, 3 girls. KC Reg. Lovely 
temperament. £450. 01902 672948 
/ 07970 042936. 

WANTED tan coloured Jack 
Russell dog. 

07910 811961. 

WESTIE PUPPIES, girls and boys, 
1st vaccs, wormed and deflead, 
£350. 07972 604503. 

YORKIE X CHIHUAHUAdogs 

and bitches, small breed. £180. 
Ready January 23. 07960 615172. 

YORKSHIRE TERRIER Puppies, 
4 dogs, 1 girl, full pedigree, ready 
January 27, £350. 01902 746031. 

YORKSHIRE TERRIERS small, 
girls and boys, 1st vaccs, wormed 
and deflead, £350. 07972 604503. 

r \ 

guns & dogs 


pets corner 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when pur- 
chasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you 
can follow to ensure that you 
are not purchasing from a 
Puppy Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given 
any KC documentation, if 

pedigree. 

Whilst Midland News 

Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 
liability should readers pur¬ 
chase from this 
kind of establishment. 

ADORABLE rag doll kittens, red 
point boy £200, blue point girl 
£300, house pets, loyal, genuine 
companions, dog like in nature. 
Telephone 07436 002565. 
BLUE AND gold macaw, 8 years 
old with cage, £1000 ono, buyer 
must collect. 07766 678591. 
CAVALIER KING Charles, girls 
and boys, 1st vaccs, wormed and 
deflead, £350. 07972 604503. 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 


in your garden 


Top Soil, 
Building Sand 
Paving/Concrete Cand 
Decorative Gravels 
Delivered Bagged or Loose 

01 902 893226 


what's on 


markets 


BIGGEST SUNDAY MARKE1 
IN THE MIDLANDS 

Bescot Stadium, Walsall FC 
WS1 4SA, FREE PARKING, J9 M6 
07889 975701 All hard standing 
Stall Hire Available From £21 
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MARKET & 


BILSTON 
SU IM DAY 
OAR BOOT 


522 WEEKS A VI Alt, WHATEVER THE WEATHER! 
OVER 1 50 SHELTERED STALLS 
£15 lor 1 / £20 for 2 
£25 for 3 
NO MUO! FREE 
PARKING! 

LINDER NEW 
MANAG EIVI ENT 
SELLERS TURN IJI» 

£ 1 O PER ROOT 
BILSTON TOWN 
CENTRE, WV 1 4 ODN 



07736 777244 



TO* OEAR DRIVER 
TRAINING 

dsa qualified 
INSTRUCTORS 
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BILLY THOMAS 
HGV DRIVER TRAINING 

Inc B+E (CAR & TRAILER), 
THEORY, CPC TRAINING, 
1-2-1 TUITION 

CALL 01902 744726 
OR 07831 646601 


employment 

wanted 


ACTIVE PENSIONER 

Seeks employment, part time 
van driving, clean license, 2-3 
days or more, any where 
Great Britain, nights out OK. 

01902 332968 
07842 431058 


LOOK 

AN EXPERIENCED 
SECRETARY 

Requires full time 
employment 

Covering West Midlands and 
surrounding areas, area. 
Has strong IT Skills and 
Customer Service. 
Brilliant personality. 
Genuine employers only 
please. 

Call 07986 538816. 


CARPENTER requires work, over 
25 years experience. Property 
maintenance, kitchens, second 
fix etc. 07761 501701. 

I AM A RECONDITIONER/ 
Mechanic, looking for full or part 
time work, over 30 years experi¬ 
ence. Please call 07855 420469. 


part time - general 


CATALOGUE DISTRIBUTION 

Extra £50 / £350 p.w. part time 
www.recruiting-now.com 
EARN EXTRA with Betterware. 
Delivering and collecting 
catalogues. No cash outlay. 

Call 0121 693 2671. 


property 




properties wanted 


PROPERTY NEEDED for long 
term let. We will pay above 
market rent for the right prop¬ 
erty. Call Lucy 07834 686561 
PROPERTY WANTED any condi¬ 
tion. Long term let. Guaranteed 
above market rent paid for right 
property. Call Sarah on 0121 526 
6410 


accommodation to 
let 

NOTICE TO READERS 

It is an offence under the 
Accommodation Agencies Act 
1953, for an Agency to charge a 
fee simply for the registration of 
your requirements and/or sup- 
' ‘ ‘ particulars of premises to 


Plying P 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial com¬ 
mitments. 

BRIERLE Y HILL modern two bed 
house, CH, DG, £475 pern. 07748 
941611. 

DUDLEY. Furnished bed sitting 
room, own kitchen/bath, £65pw 
+ c/tax, no DSS. 07512 038976. 

DUDLEY THREE bed house, near 
town centre. Blackheath,Long 
Lane, 2 bed flat. 07930 387190. 

LOWER GORNAL single self con¬ 
tained studio flat, fully fur¬ 
nished, all own facilities, 
suitable applicants aged 35+. 
From £80 p/w inc. 01384 821363. 

LYE, STOURBRIDGE modern end 
terrace 2 bed, CH, off road 
parking. £475 pcm. 07748 941611. 

MERRIDALE 1 bed flat, storage 
heaters, DG, parking, £95pw, 
01902 340073 or 07770 660636. 

MONTGOMERYSHIRE. A beauti¬ 
ful 4 bedroom, 2 bathroom char¬ 
acter property on the edge of 
village, access to beautiful 
walking country, for long or short 
term let. For details contact the 
Agents on 01568 708400. 

ONE AND THREE BED FLATS, 
Tipton. DSS considered. 

07961 301577 / 07906 878175. 

ONE BED FLAT Willenhall town 
centre, £90 p/w. Deposit required. 
07976 781003. 

ONE BED LUXURY Flat, Black 
Heath area. 

07896 082467. 

ONE BEDROOM GROUND 
FLOOR FLAT Penn, Wolver¬ 
hampton. FU11 refurbished. £425 
pcm. Call 07974 149865. 

ROOMS TO LET Brierley Hill and 
Old Hill from £60pw. 

07540 370381. 

ROWLEY REGIS three bed semi, 
unfurnished, CH, garage, 
£535pcm. 0121 421 7965. 

VERY NICE house with garage, 
Dudley area, £550pcm or seper- 
ate rooms £70pw. 07851 608515. 

WILLENHALL, luxury room, fur¬ 
nished, working person, £57pw. 

07401 089298. 

WOLVERHAMPTON, Balfour 
Crescent, Newbridge. Ground 
floor flat. 2 bedrooms. Unfur¬ 
nished. Heated. £450pcm 
Thomas Skidmore 01902 421491 

WOLVERHAMPTON, Brevitt 
Road. 2 Bedroomed terraced 
house. Unfurnished. Gas heating. 
£395pcm. Thomas Skidmore 
01902 421491 


finance 


YOU FIND THE PROPERTY we ll 

find the mortgage.The Right 
Mortgage Company 01384 237786 


.. 


overseas property 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial com¬ 
mitments. 


motoring 


accessories & 
services 

mobile mechanics 

MOBILE MECHANICS Service & 
repairs. Headgasket, clutches 
and cambelts. 07747 848469. 

cars over £1500 


FIAT DOBLO MPV DIESEL 

06 reg, blue, tax/MoT, 29,000 
miles, fully accessible wheel¬ 
chair vehicle easy ramp and 
electric winch, very good 
condition. 

£3,500. 

Telephone 01902 426743. 


FORD FOCUS 1.6 
ZETEC CLIMATE 

5dr, 2002, facelift, neptune 
green, 68,000 miles, 12 months 
MoT, 5 months tax. 

Very clean condition. 

£1,895 ono. 

01902 744206 / 07890 025585. 


FORD FUSION Zetec, 08 reg, taxed 
and MoT’d, FSH, £4,995. Please 
call 07779 705999. 

FORD GA LA XY 1.9 TDi, Zetec, 
2003, silver, MoT, 7 seats, excel¬ 
lent, example. £3,295 ono. 07971 
284856. Bridgnorth. 

FREELANDER SPORT, TD4, 53 
Reg, met black, 3Dr, full MoT, tax, 
all weather trim, sportback, 
£4,695.07971 284856. Bridgnorth. 

LAND ROVER Discovery TD5GS, 
2002, silver, long MoT, tax, good 
condition, £4,600 ono. 

07503 174989. 

LANDROVER FREELANDER 

TD4, 2001, MoT and tax, £2,500. 
01902 441735. 


MG ZT 135+ 

2.0 BMW diesel engine, 04 
reg, Facelift model, met black, 
129,000 miles, fsh, very good 
condition, remapped, 
165+bhp, very economical, 
MoT, tax, Xeons, loads of 
extras, very reluctant sale. 
£2,200 ono. 

Telephone 01384 359152 
or 07870 853299. 


MINI 1 54 reg, 46k, red chrome, 
pack, immaculate, alloy wheels, 
long MoT, FSH, any trial, £4,200. 
01902 650105. 


4X4 


MITSUBISHI PAJERO 2.8 
LWB 

1996,154km on the clock. 
Good condition. 

10 months MoT, 8 months tax. 
Four new tyres, new battery. 
Lovely runner. 

£1,800 ono. 

01384 865834 or 07948 426188. 
Am calls 
only. 


4X4 


NISSAN MICRA, 2003, 61,000 
miles, white, petrol, 5 door, 4 
months MoT, 6 months tax, e/w, 
c/1, £1,600. 07595 921263. 

PEUGEOT 206 GTI 2.0, 2003, 
black, 44,000 miles, MoT, tax, one 
lady owner from new, excellent 
condition, £1,995 ono. 

01384 621115. 

SUZUKI SWIFT sports GTi, 07, red 
metallic, fully loaded, alloys, 
MoT and tax, 56,000 miles, £3,300. 
0121 561 3508 or 07714 582570. 

VAUXHALL MERIVA Design 
CDTi, 2006, 49,300 miles, electric 
windows, air con, sunroofs, 
alloys, privacy glass, £4,200 ono. 

01384 826159. 

VAUXHALL TIGRA Cabriolet, 06, 
2 owners, leather trim, silver, 
MoT, very nice condition, £3,500 
ono. 07519 866245, 07768 705556. 


VOLKSWAGEN PASSAT 
ESTATE 2.0SE TDI 

2007, 99,000 fully serviced 
miles, black, MoT Nov, tax 
April. Immaculate and reli¬ 
able car. 

£5,300. 

01902 665018. 

cars under £1500 

ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly differenti¬ 
ate between Private and 
Trade. 


CITROEN SAXO 1.1 V reg, MoT 
and tax, low miles, superb, £475 
ono. 07435 007133. 

FORD KA COLLECTION, 2002, 
colour coded bumpers, 6 months 
MoT, good condition, £750 ono. 
07747 159364 

HYUNDAI COUPE 1.6 SE FI. 1999, 
6 mths Tax/MoT, very clean, 
110,000 miles. £450. 07811 309561 

HYUNDAI COUPE 1.6 SE FI. 1999, 
6 mths Tax/MoT, very clean, 
110,000 miles. £450. 07811 309561 

MG ZT, blue, 54 plate, 54,000 miles, 
long MoT, tax, a/c, e/w, c/1, 6 CD 
player, 2 owners, traffic master, 
£1,275 ono. 07796 147983. 

PEUGEOT 307 Estate 03 plate, 
tax/MoT March, new clutch and 
fly wheel, £1,395 ono. 

07751 395312. 

RENAULT CLIO 1.2 5dr, metallic 
red, 84k, alloys, CL, EW, SR, PAS, 
MoT May, £1,495 ono. 07904 
887916 or 01384 827354. 

RENAULT CLIO Dynamique 16v, 
2001, gold, alarm, MoT, tax, 
alloys, stereo, petrol, economi¬ 
cal, £999 ono. 07745 843011. 

RENAULT MEGANE Scenic Auto, 
02, full spec, new cam belt, MoT 
Sept, A/C, E/W, PAS, full leather, 
£950. 01902 373836. 

ROVER 45, 03 reg, auto, MoT May, 
tax March, 59k, all electric, £650 
ono. 07931 319651. 

ROVER MGZR 51 reg, full MoT, 
73K miles, red, excellent condi¬ 
tion, £875 ono. 07580 830668. 

TOYOTA RAV 4, M reg, Auto. 11 
months MoT, won’t start, good 
spares or repair, £395. o.n.o. 

Telephone 01902 672868. 


Get 95-100% For Your House - FAST! 


& 100% Confidential. No obligation 
^Repossession stopped 

0800 092 5743 
01902 489 500 

YellowSpringbok.co.uk 


5?Free valuation. Free consultation 
^Any property. Any condition. Anywhere 


VAUXHALL ASTRA EST 1.6 

Auto, 52 reg., 84k, Tax/ MoT. £895. 
Genuine calls only. 07730 899325 


VAUXHALLCORSA 

1997, 1.2, MoT and tax Sept 
2013, low mileage, FSH, very 
good condition for year, 
recent service and cam belt. 

£495 ono. 

01562 742290 or 07773 354042. 


VAUXHALL VECTRA SRi Y reg, 
excellent condition, MoT, very 
reliable, £495 or offers. 

Stourbridge 01384 442056. 

VOLKSWAGON PASSAT Estate, 
1999, 105k miles, MoT June, tax 
Sept. £600 ono. 07771 357508. 

commercial 

vehicles 


FORD TRANSIT 350, LWB, 2.4TD, 
2003,9 months tax, 4 months MoT, 
£1,395 ono. 07966 777107. 


U3GK 

VAUXHALL DUEL FUEL 
COMBO VAN 

1300cc, 07 reg, LPG, silver in 
colour, MoT July, tax, very good 
condition, excellent 

runner. 

£ 2 , 200 . 

01902 653066 or 07971 554490. 

LOOK 


driving tuition 


Homer’s 

Mini, Clio, Corsa, Fiesta, Punto, 207, KA, 
Fiat 500, Yaris. 

10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 

2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
Male & Female Instructors. 

Manual & Automatic 

Christmas & Birthday gift vouchers available. 

07970 200066 / 01922 780250 
01562 870050 / 01384 234954 
01543 660120 / 0121 564 0090 
01902 580065 

www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 


FANTASTIC OFFERS 1st four 
lessons from £6.50 each. From £14 
therafter. Call: 01384 886108. 


motorbikes 


KAWASAKI ZX6R 

1999, green, genuine 5,000 
miles from new, pristine 
condition, tax and Mot, 
collectors bike, genuine calls. 
£2,850. 

Telephone 
07787 955532. 


OLD MOTORBIKE or scooter 
wanted, private cash buyer, 01902 
887520 or 07733 202471. 

QUAD BIKE Road legal, 2011, 
250cc, 4 stroke, water cooled, 
alloys, alarm, low mileage, £950 
ono. 01299 828866 - 07790 657360. 

WANTED British and Japanese 
motorbikes, parts and spares, 
private collector, cash paid. 

01902 562154, 07956 447567 or 
07898 774008. 


scrap vehicles 


CHRIS 
PAYS CASH 
TODAY 

for all scrap cars & vans 

Scrap it legally Avoid fines 
We supply a certificate 
of destruction. 

Licence no: EAWML40301 

No Worries Call Chris: 

01902 493110 \\ 

0121 525 5813-* 

01902 659775 


TOP PRICE PAID FOR SCRAP CARS 

NO WHEELS? NO KEYS? 

NO PROBLEM! 

24hr collection, 7 days, any area 

07500 042351 


1st CHOICE 


TOP PRICE PAID 4 SCRAP CARS! 
VANS! CAMPERS! MOT FAILURES! 


ANYTHING CONSIDERED 
FREE COLLECTION 
WITHIN THE HOUR! 7 DAYS 


01902 562853 
07977 499516 
07895 34681 


3 FI 

6 

1 - 24 hrs 


vehicles wanted 


alan reed cars 

Used cars wanted for cash 
Top prices paid. HP settled. 
Buyer could call. 

01562 711083/ 
07831 245313 


CROWN MOTORS Guarantee best 
cash price for your unwanted car 
/ van 01902 495758 / 07903 549849 
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LONDON THEATRE 
BREAKS 

Choose your show, price band* 
and how you want to travel 


Coach inclusive breaks - Two days 

Selected weekend departures 

Saturday Night from £129.95 
Dine and Dance from £139.95 

Take in a top West End show and have some free time in London for shopping and 
sightseeing. For the Dine and Dance option see the matinee performance before heading 
back to the hotel for dinner and disco (conditions apply). For the Saturday Night option you 
will see the evening performance. For both breaks the price includes a theatre ticket, 
overnight stay in a four-star outer London hotel, with full English breakfast (plus dinner for 
Dine and Dance options). Pick ups offered are Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and 
Wolverhampton. 

Rail inclusive breaks - Two or three days 

Departures most weekends 

Saturday Night Theatre from £129.95 

Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super two-day weekend break in the capital. There’s 
a choice of London hotels and your ticket is for a Saturday evening performance. Rail travel 
is standard class with the option to upgrade. Departs Saturday morning/early afternoon from 
Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton, returning on the Sunday 
afternoon/early evening to give plenty of free time for shopping and sightseeing. 

Theatre Showstopper from £179.95 
Theatre Weekend from £179.95 

These popular theatre packages to the West End depart from Birmingham New Street, 
Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton on the Friday morning returning on the Sunday 
afternoon/early evening. Standard class travel is included with the option to upgrade. Two 
nights stay at a three or four-star London hotel of your choice (hotel supplements may apply) 
and a top priced ticket for a Friday evening performance for the Theatre Showstopper 
package or choose your price band for the Saturday evening performance with the Theatre 
Weekend package. 


L 


*The “from” price and price bands vary for each show - see brochure for details. 
Single room supplements apply. 


Arranged by Omega Holidays (ABTA V4782) 


For a theatre brochure please call 
(01902) 319999 
(Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), 
or go to 

expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information 
plus terms and conditions 
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www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 



PLACE AN ADVERT 

0844 887 2293 


REPLY TO MEMBERS 

0906 500 3955 

(09065 cost £1.53p/m) 

COLLECT MESSAGES 

0906 500 3957 


SEPARATED businesswoman with 
GSOH and solvent/good lifestyle 
looking for long term romance, lets meet 
and find out more about each other. 



To view these members 
and others go to: http:// 

dstar.com 

3d) 




TRAVEL buddy/soul mate wanted by 
tall, professional male with easygoing, 
down to earth and caring personality. 


PICK AN ADVERT AND 
MAKE A DATE TODAY! I 


Guys Text n' Chat. Text in now and 
chat to local people. Send : 
CHAT207 To : 65125. Or call 0906 
635 0510. 

(T&C's below) 

SINGLE LADIES 



62YR old female, widowed, small, slim, 
attractive, kind, outgoing, likes meals 
out, dancing, holidays, nights in, 
seeking professional gent. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 394106 ® 

LIZ 42, black, divorced, seeking male, 
44-54 for kind, sincere, honest, open 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 400949 ® 

KATHY 38yrs, knows what she wants 
out of life, wltm similar genuine male to 
wine/dine enjoy travel, share ambitions 
and hopefully fall in love with. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 400793 

CHANTELLE 40yr old slim sensual 
confident female who loves to party, 
seeking older male for fun dates 
without complications. Any age/race. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
400465 

JACKIE lonely discreet 30's female 
with many interests, WLTM kind 
professional male to share nice times 
with. Status/age/looking unimportant. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
400451 

GRACE Jones lookalike, black lady, 
53, 5ft 11 ins, OHAC, WLTM male, 45- 
65, 6ft plus for relationship. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 397681 

CAROL 37 attractive slim blonde, 
curves in all the right places, nice 
personality, good company, looking for 
caring fun man for fun times. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 400263 

CLARE 37 attractive slim with long 
dark hair and big brown eyes, WLTM 
genuine male who is honest, sincere 
and won’t waste my time or break my 
heart. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
400199 

TRACY 26, pretty petite brunette, 
possibly looking for LTR but definitely 
looking for fun times with outgoing guy. 
Any age/looks. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 397027 

CLARE 38, single mum, curvy hour 
glass, loves to be tactile, OHAC, 
WLTM caring male for LTR. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 399047 ® 

PAULA 37, WLTM male companion for 
meals out, social drinking, weekends 
away, hopefully leading to a 
meaningful friendship with benefits! 
Any age. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:398503 

MICHELLE 39yrold nurse, slim, petite, 
blonde, blue eyes, looking to enjoy life 
with similar romantic, caring guy. 
Single dad welcome. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 398349 

MARIA French female looking for 
mutually convenient companionship, 
very friendly, very discreet and very 
interested in meeting with you! Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 397451 ® 

NATASHA single professional 39yr old 
brunette looking for fun and friendship 
with genuine guy, 30-50yrs. Status 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 395719 


CAROLINE attractive, kind, caring, 43, 
seeking kind, caring male for LTR, 45- 

50. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
3968371 

TRISH tall slim young/good looking 
GSOH, professional, solvent, OHAC, 
affectionate and loves tic, WLTM male 
who also likes to be in a loving 
relationship, 39-50yrs. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 397579® 

CARING lady, 52, brown hair/eyes, 
seeks male, 30-60 for socialising, 
meals out, cinema, music, sports and 
having a laugh. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 3928831 

LOVING caring young 68yr old female, 
5ft 2ins, slim-medium build, size 12, 
smoker, seeks slim, well dressed guy 
with GSOH for LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 399923 | 

ANGELA green eyed dark haired 
feminine lady who enjoys walking and 
keeping fit, seeking lonely kind 
gentleman for good times and more. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
399633 

LISA attractive blue eyed brunette, 
sporty, well maintained 25yr old uni 
student looking for older male for 
discreet dates. Status unimportant. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 399619 

DEBS lonely 40's female with no ties, 
GSOH, N/S, loves the simple things in 
life looking for similar soul mate to be 
happy together with. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 399523 

HI I’m Sharon an outgoing single mum 
looking to find love so thought I would 
give this a go, please don’t make me 
regret it, someone call me pis. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 399197 

CARLA 41, brown hair/eyes, 5ft 2ins, 
loving, seeking male who likes walks, 
cinema and romantic meals. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 3961271 

SHARON slim blonde blue eyed 
outgoing 30's female looking for 
uncomplicated meets and adult 
companionship, like what you hear? 
Call me. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:400119 

I'M Heather I love to cook, eat in/out, 
share a nice flirty glass of large wine or 
two with good company and am eager 
to hear from you. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 399715 

NICKY lonely 39yr old single mum 
looking for adult companionship and 
strictly no strings fun. ACA. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 399189 

DEBBIE sexy size 14, fun, outgoing, 
discreet, looking for fun times only with 
male over 40yrs, call to find out more. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
398759 

HI I'm Marilyn a blue eyed beauty. Call 
me if you have a happy outlook and 
are seeking some fun. Age/looks 
unimportant. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 395665 

SUE confident professional, 
sporty/active, seeking sensitive 
interesting guy for intimate evenings in 
with great food and conversations. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 397485® 

LUCY beautiful big bottomed black 
female, very tactile, seeks mature 
honest white male for loving fun times. 
Call me. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:397389 

KATHERINE 38, attractive, single, 
very lonely and looking for love, fun 
and male companionship. Pis get in 
touch. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
397123 


HI I'm Natalie 24, pretty, friendly, 
single, seeking energetic man for 
romantic walks, cosy nights in and fun- 
loving relationship. Any age/looks/race. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
397489 ® 

TINA young attractive 27yr old single 
female looking for older friendly loving 
male for adult fun and good times. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 397563 

BEV 30yr old curvy attractive female, 
likes music, travel, animals, cosy 
nights in front of a log fire, looking for 
affectionate male for good times. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 397535 

MICHELLE attractive 30's female, 
blonde, leggy and very much single, 
seeking quality company, hopefully 
more with nice romantic male. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 395717 

BUBBLY female, 42, young at heart, 
honest, caring, likes outdoors, cinema, 
theatre, meals out, seeks likeminded 
male/soul mate, 40-50. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 357919 

VICKY honest caring female 33yrs, 
GSOH, loves meals in/out, travel, 
cinema, WLTM someone to enjoy nice 
things in life with and romance. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 383911 

DENISE tall leggy good looking single 
mum, easygoing, enjoys nights in/out, 
animals, WLTM tall male for fun times 
possibly more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 391873 

JENNY blue eyed cuddly independent 
female, loves countryside, animals, 
cooking, WLTM older male to spoil and 
look after. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:378481 

MAUREEN seeks male 32-45 for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 3235431 

FUN loving lady, outgoing, honest, 
caring, likes socialising, seeks older 
male, 50-70. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 383325 ® 

SHAPELY attractive, light skinned 
black female, 39, seeks attractive, fit, 
male, 30's, builder type, tanned, 
rugged for relationship. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 231152 

CAROLINE 42yrs, slim attractive 
blonde. Varied interests and solvent. 
WLTM honest male of any age. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 395675 

LOUISE 43, 5ft 5ins, medium build, 
GSOH, kind, caring, honest, genuine, 
loving, WLTM male, 43-55 with similar 
qualities for LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 376165® 

SARAH 23, attractive, brunette, slim, 
looking for male for LTR. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 392979 ® 

KAREN witty female who loves to 
laugh, WLTM similar male to share 
interests, romance, cosy nights in and 
more. Pis call. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 393125 

WIDOW 70, genuine, kind, caring, 
laidback, seeking male for friendship. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
387013 

MANDY 36, size 10, looking for 
relationship with open-minded man. 
Status unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 360317® 


ALICIA 19yr old green eyed female, 
very attractive, slim, long hair, 
independent, looking for fun with 
mature male, no time wasters. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 390059 

I'M Julie 36yrs old, attractive, fit, 
blonde, solvent with OHAC seeking 
man to spoil and enjoy good times. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 395051 

EASYGOING down to earth female, 
likes cooking, exploring new things in 
life, seeks male. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 386893 ® 

LADY young 60, outgoing, friendly, 
smart, likes cinema, shopping, meals 
out, seeks similar female friends for 
days out and evenings. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 387117 

PAULINE attractive petite nurse, loves 
evenings in/out, looking for honest 
male to share loving friendship and 
good times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:379535 

BLONDE attractive educated lady 50, 
young minded, seeks professional tall 
male, 45-55 for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
391818® 

CATHY is a slim attractive lady with an 
open minded attitude to life, she WLTM 
a man of any age. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 395657 

61YR old lady 5ft 2ins, medium build, 
long dark hair, smoker, seeks smart 
gent who wants to get out and about 
for good times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 396409 

JANICE 40, 5ft 5ins, medium build, 
brown eyes, likes music, cooking, cosy 
nights in/out, seeks similar male for 

LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
397407 ® 

BIG bubbly black female, single mum, 
looking for male for nights in and out. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
392501® 

SUSIE gorgeously feminine and 
sensual, loves lazy summer days, 
misses male companionship WLTM 
someone with sense of adventure and 
lust for life. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 394117 

SINGLE MEN 


REMEMBER: Calls cost 
£1.53 per minute plus net¬ 
work extras. Texts cost 
£1.50 per message sent. 


Ladies Text n' Chat. Text in now 
and chat to local people. Send : 
CHAT207 To : 65125. 

(T&C's below). 

TALL mature, solvent male, seeks to 
wine and dine younger lady. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 401241 

YOUNG 70's male, widower, own 
transport, active in business, likes 
weekends away, seeks honest, caring 
female. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:401203 

IAN tall, medium build, brown hair, blue 
eyes, caring, genuine, loving, tender, 
happy go lucky, likes music, theatre, 
meals out, romantic nights in, seeks 
similar female. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 401065® 


RICHARD 39, honest, caring, likes 
cosy nights in/out, seeks lady, 35-40 
for good times in and out. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 401145® 

IAN 6ft, likes meals out, weekends 
away, seeks female, Midlands. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 394134 ® 

DAVE happy go lucky, sociable, seeks 
attractive young lady, 35-40 to pamper 
and cook for. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 401043® 

NEW Year new start. Romantic white 
male, 47, 5ft 11 ins, likes holidays, keep 
fit, music, cinema, seeks female. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 401013 

KEITH white male, 49, handsome, 6ft 
2ins, seeks buxom black female. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 394094 ® 

MALE 39, 6ft 2ins, honest, loyal, 
caring nature, seeks similar female 
with view to permanent, loving 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 400703 ® 

FRANK tall, distinguished 68yr old 
mature, professional gent, sensual, 
tactile, seeks similar, warm, responsive 
lady. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
400967 

KARL 28, black hair, brown eyes, 
smart, 5ft 3ins, seeking female for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 400953 

PAUL 52, looking for friendship, 
possible relationship with someone 
who can make me happy in 2013. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 400849 ® 

MALE 60, 5ft lOins, loving, caring, 
seeking genuine female, any age, 40- 
60 for relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 400513® 

MALE seeking blonde female, 55-60 
for discreet adult fun. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 400435 ® 

COLIN 62, divorced, many interests, 
GSOH, seeking slim, attractive, 50's 
female for companionship, maybe 

LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
400389 ® 

MALE 58, good looking, placid, seeks 
honest, loyal, caring female with view 
to becoming soul mates. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 400313® 

STEVE single dad, slim, 45, looking for 
girl who wants fun times. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 400257 ® 

COLIN 62, divorced, many interests, 
GSOH, seeking slim, attractive, 50's 
female for companionship, maybe 

LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
400389 ® 

GARY 46, loyal, genuine, GSOH, 
down to earth, seeking attractive lady 
for relationship. South Shrops/North 
Herefordshire. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 400237 

STEVE 49, fed up, seeking female for 
fun and friendship, possible LTR. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 393218 0 

57YR old male, good looking, seeking 
female for fun times and nights in. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 397463 

GARY 39, seeks female, 30-50 for LTR 
and fun. Single mum welcome. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 398747 ® 

FRIENDLY guy 49, tall, fit, GSOH, 
attractive, seeks lady for discreet fun. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
3990910 

GUY early 60's, fit, N/S, OHAC, seeks 
slim female, 30-60 for fun, adult times. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
399567 


TAYLOR 50, tall, athletic, GSOH, Bl 
WLTM female, attractive, curvy for 
friendship, maybe more, food, 
communication, evenings out, travel. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
399067 ® 

STEVE 54, attractive, seeks older lady, 

55-75 for mutual adult fun. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 399755 ® 

CARL 40, likes DVDs, seeks female 
for friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 393766 ® 

COVENTRY male, 42, 6ft 1 ins, caring, 
romantic nature, seeks female, single 
mum welcome, 25-55, any 
nationality/Foreign for nice times in 
and out. Genuine replies only. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 398671 

BRIAN 60's, intelligent, many 
interests, loving, affectionate, WLTM 
West Mids lady for sharing occasional 
meetings/weekends. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 400115® 

52YR old single parent, 5ft 11 ins, slim, 
likes most things, walks, nights out, 
cinema, animals, seeks caring, honest, 
trustworthy female. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 400039 ® 

BRIAN 73, fit, N/S, own home, likes 
walks, cycling, meals out, nights in, 
holidays, travel, seeks genuine, caring 
female. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:399667 

LOOKING for love. Telford male, 46, 
shaved head, average build, likes 
walks, meals out, seeks female. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 397941 ® 

DAVID slightly disabled, likes sports, 
meals out, nights in, seeks female for 
fun, friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 393192 

MALE fun, outgoing, easy-going, 
seeking female for good times. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 393346 ® 

55YR old male, likes sports, film, 
nights in, seeking female, 30-45 for fun 
times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
398049 ® 

GENT 54, slightly mad but not bad will 
make you glad you answered this ad. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
398231® 

STEVEN 49, good looking, likes a 
laugh, pubs, seeks female for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 397985® 

GAY SINGLES 

IF YOU’RE LOOKING to meet or 
chat to other men, look no further. 

TXT: GAY247 to 65125 
www.localgaydate.co.uk 

OLDER male, outgoing, sporty, 
seeking younger man for fun and 
friendship, slim-medium build, active, 
hairy. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
401225® 

CD 70 plus seeking CD 70 plus for 
friendship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:393208 ® 

MALE 34, attractive, 5ft lOins, blue 
eyes, blond hair, seeks slim male for 
fun relationship. Any area, can travel. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
311892 SB 

GAY male, 34, slim, toned, seeking 
older guy for fun, friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
395735 ® 

MALE 44, seeking male, 18-23 for fun 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 391626® 
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CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 09065 calls cost £1.53 per min. plus network charges. Mobiles will be considerably higher, calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. 033 calls are charged at standard network rate. TEXT*: 88833 texts 
£1.50 per msg. Mobiles must be MMS/Wap compatible in order to use these services, if not contact your Network Provider. Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week (3 x 50p billed msgs). To unsubscribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text 
STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. Reply by Text to 66888 costs £1.50 per msg sent plus your networks standard charges. A minimum of six messages from each party are checked and passed for safety sake before adult verified users may 
pass contact details. Max 150 characters per message. Profiles that have a mobile phone icon may be contacted by SMS text. This service is moderated by operators for your safety. 

*SMS Txt Chat ‘Fun on your mobile’ 66888. Cost £1.50/msg sent. SMS Txt Chat TEXT FOR FUN’ is a virtual chat service meaning that you will not be able to meet the people listed. This service is for fun & entertainment only. We reserve the right to contact individuals with 
occasional promotional invitations. Switchfire Ltd. To STOP text stop to 66888. Help: 0844 445 7707. Opt Out: www.SFire.co.uk. DATA PROTECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 0844 800 1188. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details 
of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purposes. W/C 21 01 13 



Women 

TEXT FOR FUN! 


*see t&c’s below. No meet¬ 
ings implied or guaranteed. 
Texts cost £1.50 per mes¬ 
sage Help Desk: 0844 445 
7707 

GUYS TEXT FOR FUN. 
SEND WOL followed by the 
box number of the person 
you wish to chat to and send 
to 66888 
(T&C's below) 

MATURE lady, experienced in 
life seeks inexperienced male 
for informative chats! Text 
JPRES 204002 to 66888 

YOUNG girl 21, blonde, 
curvy, available for chats, text 
night and day. Loves older 
men. Text JPRES 204097 to 
66888 

ASIAN lady, beautiful and re¬ 
spectful, hoping a strong 
minded man of any age 
replies. Text JPRES 204437 
to 66888 

ENGLISH rose, blue eyed 
blonde, wants discreet chats 
with asian men. Text JPRES 
203834 to 66888 

ADVENTUROUS lady, bored 
at home, can't go on dates but 
wants to relax at home texting 
fun discreet men. Text 
JPRES 203844 to 66888 

NEW to this, jane, fun 
brunette, busty, 30's, show 
me what to do. Text JPRES 
204012 to 66888 

STRICT school mistress 
seeks young men to text her, 
you won't be sorry! Text 
JPRES 204222 to 66888 

SUSIE, nurse, works odd 
hours but available for fun 
after dark! Text JPRES 
203774 to 66888 

SOLVENT lady, likes the finer 
things in life but wants a real 
working man to chat with. 

Text JPRES 204406 to 
66888 

CALL lindy and offload your 
secrets, she's willing to listen 
and can also tell you hers. 

Text JPRES 204241 to 
66888 

WELL traveled business lady 
wants man willing to chat 
when she's away from home, 
bored and lonely. Text 
JPRES 203747 to 66888 

SALLY, attractive lady, 25yrs 
seeks men 50+ for chats. 

Text JPRES 203743 to 
66888 

SUSIE is a fun lady, doesn't 
get out much so loves to ex¬ 
change fun texts with any 
guys. Text JPRES 204155 to 
66888 


Men 

TEXT FOR FUN! 


*see t&c’s below. No meet¬ 
ings implied or guaranteed. 
Texts cost £1.50 per mes¬ 
sage Help Desk: 0844 445 
7707 

GUYS TEXT FOR FUN. 
SEND WOL followed by the 
box number of the person 
you wish to chat to and send 
to 66888 
(T&C's below) 

TIM, 48, bank manager, busy 
at work but free to chat in the 
eves and weekends. Text 
JPRES 203776 to 66888 

INTERESTING well traveled 
gent seeks inspiring conver¬ 
sation with lonely ladies Text 
JPRES 203848 to 66888 

SINGLE dad wants to chat 
with single mums, cheer each 
other up. Text JPRES 
203572 to 66888 
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No local 
heroes as 
four are 
beaten 

PRIZEFIGHTER couldn’t 
produce a local hero at 
Wolverhampton Civic Hall 
as all the West Midland con¬ 
tingent lost at the first 
hurdle. 

Glenn Foot won £34,000 
in the eight-man, three- 
rounds-a-fight contest. 

Stourbridge’s Sam 

Eggington and Steven 
Pearce, Birmingham’s 
Calum Cooper and 
Stafford’s Rob Hunt made 
early exits but banked 
£4,000 each. 

Saturday’s welterweight 
show saw Eggington become 
the youngest to appear in 
Prizefighter, beating Patrick 
Mendy’s record by 180 days, 
in a battle with Dale Evans. 

The 19-year-old is a two- 
time national amateur 
champion for Warley ABC, 
winning the Clubs for Young 
People and ABA Novice 
titles. But he has had just 
three professional fights. 

Fought 

He walked on to a right 
hook and was close to being 
on the deck, but fought back. 

Judges ruled for Evans, 
one by 30-27. Others gave 
Eggington a round. 

Pearce attacked Foot in an 
even first round but, in the 
second, dropped his head as 
Foot put in a right hook 
which hit the back of the 
skull. It could have been 
deemed illegal. 

Pearce beat the count but 
was quickly stopped. 

As Cooper tackled Chad 
Gaynor he took a pasting 
and was stopped in the first. 

Hunt, against bookies’ 
favourite Mark Thompson, 
was ruled unable to continue 
after a cut under the eye. 

A semi-final saw Thomp¬ 
son against Evans and the 
latter edged through 29-28. 

Foot, through on points 
against Gaynor in the other 
semi, took a razor-thin split 
decision for the title. 

Birmingham ban¬ 

tamweight Kal Yafai stopped 
Mexican Gonzalo Garcia in 
four rounds. 

College retain 
hockey crown 

MORE THAN 1,500 stu¬ 
dents battled it out in the 
TradePoint British Colleges 
Sport West Midlands 
regional tournaments. 

It involved 12 different 
sports and determined who 
will represent the region at 
the nationals in March at 
the University of Bath. 

Birmingham Metropoli¬ 
tan College retained their 
men’s regional hockey 
crown. 


■""" actIon'heart V'heart"run" entry form 

Sunday, February 24, 2013 

i Name. 

! Address. 


Estimated finish time. 

State whether runner or walker. 

Date of birth.Age on day. 

Club (if any).Sex (M/F). 

Telephone No. 

Email address. 

I declare that I am medically fit to run and understand that 
I take part entirely at my own risk. I declare that I am an 
amateur as defined by the UKA. I agree to abide by the 
current laws and rules of competition of the UKA. I will 
be 15 or over on the day of the event. 

Signed.Fee paid. 

(to be signed by parent/guardian if under 18) 

Date. 


Get fit - 

RUNNERS who sign up for the Action 
Heart five-mile run can earn some 
goodies as well as get fit. 

Sponsorship from adidas UK means 
there are rewards for bringing in spon¬ 
sorship. 

Runners raising more than £50 for 
the Action Heart charity get an adidas 
sweatshirt and those breaking the 
£100 mark land a pair of trainers. 

The event is on Sunday, February 24 
(9.30am) and both starts and finishes 
at Russells Hall Hospital, Dudley. 

This is the fourth week of the train¬ 
ing programme, but don’t worry if 
other commitments - and the 
weather - have prevented you from 


and earn goodies 



going out. There is still plenty of time 
to catch up with the training schedule. 

There are no entries on the day. Fill 
in the entry form, or download one 
from www.actionheartrunning.com 
You can also enter online at 
www.runbritain.com 

Cost is £11 for registered club 
runners and £13 for non-club 


members. In return, you will receive 
your official race number and informa¬ 
tion. Sponsorship forms are automati¬ 
cally sent out with running numbers. 

Now for the fourth week’s training 
schedule which is only slightly 
increased from last week, giving those 
of you who have suffered a setback a 
chance to catch up, or get started. 

Training: Week Four 
Monday: Rest 
Tuesday: Two-mile jog 
Wednesday: 1.5-mile run 
Thursday: Rest 
Friday: Two-mile jog 
Saturday: Rest 
Sunday: Three-mile jog/walk 


A thundering good 
old derby entertains 



Albion 2 Villa 2 


NOW that’s what you call a derby. 
A full-pelt, rousing, thundering 
exchange driven by passion and 
commitment which never spilled 
over into anything nasty and 
which fairly crackled along with 
attacking zeal. 

It was an Albion-Villa contest worthy of 
old, writes Martin Swain. 

And if high prizes are no longer at stake, 
then at least both teams emerged with a 
sense of gaining more than just a point. 

For a few weeks we’ve wondered where 
the Albion team we saw deliver a pulsating 
second-half recovery on Saturday had gone. 
Welcome back; more of the same please. 

To watch Villa loosen Albion’s rivets in a 
surging first 45 minutes electrified by the 
thrilling combination of Messrs Christian 
Benteke, Gabby Agbonlahor and Charles 
N’Zogbia was to wonder how on earth they 
have got themselves into such a mess. 

Exhilarating 

But they are and manager Paul Lambert 
knows better than anyone the answer. 

Villa’s glaring lack of experience behind 
an exhilarating front trio leaves them 
unable to control a game for long enough to 
take advantage of such weaponry. 

When the Baggies emerged from the 
interval to up the tempo - as Villa must have 
expected - they instantly became dominant. 

And that’s how it stayed to the end; 
Lambert has no-one to call on battle-hard¬ 
ened enough to put down a revival. 

We should not complain because enter¬ 
tainment was rich and dramatic and got The 
Hawthorns throbbing. 

It was difficult to believe this was the 
stadium which, a few nights earlier, was half 
empty and soporific as an under-performing 
Albion let slip their one genuine chance of 
silverware this season as they went out of 
the FA Cup against Queens Park Rangers. 


Instead we had the kind of game which 
explains, instantly and memorably, why the 
Premier League is the world’s leading foot¬ 
ball brand. It cannot and should not claim to 
be the best, but the rest of the globe wor¬ 
ships at the altar of its capacity to deliver 
contests such as this one. 

Key points came with the flow of the 
game. Villa opened with the verve and 
freedom of men seeking a fresh start. 

One reason why Lambert enjoys an 
extended period of understanding is his 
determination to wage battles on the front 
foot and with that formidable front three 
unhinging Albion’s back-line, his reward 
was two well-deserved goals in half-an-hour. 

The first was another Benteke thunder¬ 
bolt after eluding Claudio Yacob and catch¬ 
ing Gareth McAuley napping. It was an echo 
of Cyrille Regis but, unfortunately for 
Albion, in the wrong shirt. 


The second was coolly taken by Agbonla¬ 
hor after Albion were exposed in a way 
emphasising how relieved they will be to get 
a fully-fit Yacob and Youssouf Mulumbu 
back in tandem. 

A turning point, however, might have 
been Ben Foster’s save four minutes from 
half-time preventing Eric Lichaj scoring. 

A 3-0 lead would have muted half-time 
discussions but they knew a two-goal deficit 
was well within range. 

Although Chris Brunt bent a first in off 
the post after four minutes, they had to wait 
until the 85th minute for Peter Odemwingie 
to volley home from a McAuley header at a 
corner to ensure their point. 

It was what came in between which will 
have relieved home fans who saw Albion re¬ 
discover the drive to go with their qualities. 

Some fans indulge in a parlour game enti¬ 
tled: “At what price would you sell 


Odemwingie?” since QPR came calling but 
this was a performance from the Nigeria 
international rendering such debates irre¬ 
sponsible. Recent input of Jerome Thomas, 
a first-half substitute for injured Yacob, has 
freshened up a team in danger of going stale. 

Albion will hope to use the momentum of 
their thrilling recovery to take a season that 
was in danger of stalling back into a forward 
gear while Villa are left reminded of familiar 
strengths but even more obvious failings. 

Ron Vlaar’s return bolstered the defence 
but they still look susceptible down the 
flanks and in dealing with crosses. With no 
serious funds available while the window is 
open, Villa are likely to remain a team which 
will too easily concede goals - thrusting 
their survival hopes on the undoubted offen¬ 
sive talents we saw for half of this derby. 

Will that be enough? Heaven knows - but 
it’s better than nothing. Just ask Albion. 


Chairman 
hopes to 
celebrate 
home win 

DUDLEY HEATHENS 
chairman Nigel Pearson 
wants to see a home winner 
in two major events at the 
club this year. 

The former Cradley club, 
who will again race home 
meetings at Wolverhamp¬ 
ton’s Monmore circuit in 
2013, have been awarded the 
British Under-21 final on 
April 23. 

And they have confirmed 
the staging of the Golden 
Hammer individual meeting 
on Tuesday, July 16, in part¬ 
nership with Dudley Stroke 
Association. 

On the team front, Dudley 
have been paired over two 
legs against Buxton in the 
National League knockout 
cup with the first encounter 
at home. 

Pearson says both the 
individual events are sure to 
pull in bumper crowds. 

“Since we relaunched in 
2010 we have never had a 
home winner in the Golden 
Hammer. I would love to see 
that change,” he said. 

“And it would be fantastic 
if we could provide the 
British Under-21 champion 
on our home track.” 

“We staged the British 
Under-21 final for the first 
time last year. 

Promoted 

“The British Speedway 
Promoters’ Association are 
obviously happy with what 
we did because they have 
offered it to us once again.” 

Dudley went close to a 
home winner in the 2012 
British Under-21 final when 
Tom Perry was runner-up. 

Ironically, winner Joe 
Haines later rode for the 
Heathens in the play-offs as 
a short-term cover for 
injured skipper Adam 
Roy non. 

Pearson says the revival of 
the Golden Hammer has 
been one of the highlights in 
the Heathens success story. 

“I would think all Hea¬ 
thens fans are putting July 
16 in their diary now,” he 
said. 

“It’s a simple formula: 20 
heats with the highest 
scorer winning the Hammer. 

“The meeting always 
attracts fabulous interest 
and I am delighted to say the 
Isle of Wight and ourselves 
have reached agreement 
that they won’t run that 
night which allows us to 
invite Perry, Darryl Ritch- 
ings and Byron Bekker back 
to the club to race in the 
meeting. 

“It’s good to see two clubs 
working together and we 
thank the Islanders man¬ 
agement for their assis¬ 
tance.” 



£199.00 per month 

over 60 months, with £1400 depositf 
Features including: 

Cruise Control 
17” Alloy Wheels 
Electronic Stability Program 


£169.00 per month 

over 60 months with £169 deposit* 
Features including: 

Front Fog Lights 

Steering Wheel Audio Controls 

Air Conditioning 


Corsa Energy 1.0i 12v ecoFLEX 

WITH 16” ALLOYS 

Bluetooth Mobile Phone System 


VAUXHALL 


SAVING t 

duction in th< 


To celebrate Astra production 


Stourbridge Motor House Halesowen Motor House Dudley Motor Company T Wall Garages 

High Street, Amblecote 01384 447 970 Dudley Road, Halesowen 0121 462 2914 Trindle Road, Dudley 01384 454100 High Street, Pensnett 01384 672909 

stourbridgemotorhouse.co.uk halesowenmotorhouse.co.uk dudleymotorco.co.uk twall.co.uk 

* Customer deposit shown after deduction of £1,200 part exchange and £750 Vauxhall Finance Deposit Allowance, t Customer deposit shown after deduction of £1,200 part exchange £1,000 Vauxhall Finance Deposit Allowance. Finance offers are subject to status. Terms and conditions apply. Applicants must be aged 18 or over. Guarantee or indemnity may be required. 
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Sports Desk 01902 319461 


e-mail: chronsport@expressandstar.co.uk 


Aussie is 
the fifth 
rider to 
sign up 

BIRMINGHAM Speedway 
have confirmed Australian 
Jason Doyle as their fifth 
rider for 2013. 

He will arrive fresh from a 
successful campaign in his 
domestic championships, 
where he finished fifth 
behind winner Troy Batche¬ 
lor. 

Doyle links up with Chris 
Harris, Danny King, Josh 
Auty and Nicolas Covatti in 
the Brummies’ side. 

And the 27-year-old is 
looking for an usual treble - 
he won the Elite League last 
year with Swindon and the 
2011 crown in the colours of 
Poole. 

Doyle will also double-up, 
riding for Somerset in the 
Premier League. 

Selco Brummies co-pro¬ 
moter Graham Drury said: 
“Jason is just the rider we 
want here and he’s a great 
addition. 

“He also loves the Birm¬ 
ingham track and I’m sure 
we’re going to see some big 
scores from him.” 

Meanwhile, the tug of war 
over the services of Ben 
Barker shows signs of 
ending. 

The Brummies are keen to 
retain the Cornishman on 
loan, but parent club Coven¬ 
try wanted to include him in 
their 2013 line-up. 

However, the Bees have 
now completed their side by 
signing Polish rider Grze- 
gorz Zengota which may 
help clear the way for the 
Brummies. 

Club needs 
youngsters 

WEDNESBURY Cricket 
Club are looking for the next 
generation of players. 

The club want players in 
all age groups from seven to 
17. 

Under-11s - school years 
four, five and six - train from 
6-7pm on Mondays at 
Wodensborough School, 
Hydes Road, Wednesbury. 

Under-13s - years seven 
and eight - feature from 6- 
8pm on alternate Wednes¬ 
days starting February 6 at 
Wood Green School, Wood 
Green Road, Wednesbury. 

Under-15 and under-17 
players - years nine, 10, 11, 
and 12 - are at the same 
venue on alternate Wednes¬ 
days starting January 30 at 
the same venue. 

Each session is taken by 
ECB qualified coaches. For 
more details, call Roy Lord 
on 07738 293817, email 
rl80295@live.co.uk or visit 
the website www.wednes 
bury, play-cricket. com 


TCR sign Davies for Supercup battle 


WEDNESBURY team Total Control 
Racing have signed a new driver in 
their bid to retain the Ginetta GT 
Supercup. 

They have snapped up reigning 
G50 class champion Mark Davies to 
challenge for the outright title in his 
first season in the championship’s 
top tier. 

Having steered Carl Breeze to an 
emotional Supercup triumph last 
year, TCR are determined to remain 
on top. 

The deal with Davies gives the 
squad one of the quickest drivers in 


Motor racing 


the series. The 31-year-old is a triple 
title winner already in Ginetta 
machinery, having won the Ginetta 
Challenge in 2009 and 2011 and the 
G50 crown last season. 

Bidding for a fourth Ginetta title, 
he is expected to be a genuine cham¬ 
pionship contender this year. 

Davies dominated G50 last year 
with 14 victories from 23 races. He 
was off the podium only twice all 
year and had the title sewn up with 
a race to spare. He then stepped up 


to the headline G55 class for the 
season finale at the Brands Hatch 
Grand Prix circuit in Kent where he 
won two of the three races. 

TCR principal Lee Brookes said: 
“Mark’s a fantastic driver to have in 
the team. He’s won the Ginetta 
Challenge in the G20 car and the 
G40 car; last year he won in the G50 
so we want to try and win the G55 
with him. 

“He’s very quick as he proved at 
the end of last season with his first 
outing in a G55. He’ll definitely be 
fighting for the title.” 


From his early days racing in 
Stock-Hatch and then the Renault 
UK Clio Cup, Huddersfield racer 
Davies has been one of the most 
competitive drivers in national 
motor racing and hopes for a fourth 
Ginetta title in five seasons. 

“Ever since back in the days when 
I raced in Clios, TCR was always one 
of the top teams,” he said. “It’s 
always been my ambition to drive 
for them.” 

The first event of the season is at 
the Brands Hatch Indy circuit on 
Easter weekend, March 30-31. 



JASON OUTCLASSED 
BY CHAMP FRANKIE 


ROWLEY REGIS’ Jason Welborn was out¬ 
classed by a superb performance from British 
welterweight champion Frankie Gavin as his 
title dream ended at Walsall Town Hall. 

Welborn was stopped on his feet by referee Ian John- 
Lewis after previously being put down by a right hook to the 
body, as Gavin gave him short shrift in his first defence. 

From the opening bell, Gavin’s hands and feet never 
stopped moving as he gave Welborn the runaround before 
firing off jabs as he moved in and out of trouble. 


Welborn looked flat- 
footed with tactics success¬ 
ful in Midland title defences 
against James Flinn and 
Scott Haywood. 

As he got room to use his 
power Gavin used skill to 
ensure he didn’t go the same 
way. Welborn landed a right 
hook to the body in the 
second but Gavin fired back 
a right uppercut that dazed 
his opponent, forcing him to 
clench as he recovered. 

Cornering Gavin, Welborn 
let his hands go but his oppo¬ 
nent used head movement to 
spot an opening and then jab 
his way out. 

Decider 

It was one-way and the 
decider came in the seventh 
as a shot dropped Welborn to 
his knees, although he 
managed the count. 

He hadn’t recovered and 
went into the ropes under 
more shots and, with Gavin 
connecting at will despite 
him covering up, the man in 
the middle acted swiftly. 

Walsall’s Martin Gethin 
took the vacant British 
lightweight crown at Walsall 
Town Hall against Hove’s 
Ben Murphy. 

Pressure told in the ninth. 
Gethin made height and 
range count to pin Murphy 
back before hooks to the 
body, referee Marcus 
McDonnell intervening. 

Walsall’s Christopher 


by Craig Birch 


Keane made it a home 
double, taking the vacant 
Midlands cruiserweight belt 
by halting Shane McPhilbin. 

McPhilbin, British champ 
at the turn of last year, took 
an uppercut to the jaw but 
answered the count before 
visiting the canvas again, 
twice, with body shots. In 
the third Keane, 2009 ABA 
super heavyweight champ as 
an amateur, had the edge. 

Two first-round stoppages 
opened the show before Box- 
Nation cameras went live. 

Cannock’s ‘Handsome’ 
Dave Egan, in with Ricky 
Stock at welterweight, 
brought his guard down 
with hooks on the gloves, 
before a knockout right. 

Birmingham super-mid¬ 
dleweight Andrew Robinson 
put down Leamington Spa’s 
John Mason three times, the 
last a flurry from both sides, 
three seconds before the end 
of the session. 

As BoxNation’s broadcast 
started rolling, Stafford’s 
Grant Cunningham stepped 
up to six rounds against 
Mitch Mitchell. 

Cunningham put him 
down in the corner with a 
stinging right hook to the 
body in the fourth round, 
but ‘Mad’ Mitchell survived 
to the end. 



Jason Welborn, right, attacks in his plucky attempt to relieve Frankie Gavin of the British welterweight title 


Olympic 
cash aid 
boost for 
Tividale 

TIVIDALE football club will 
bank £50,000 after being 
handed a grant from the 
National Lottery. 

The club will invest in an 
all-weather playing surface 
after £1.5m was awarded to 
29 sports groups in the West 
Midlands. 

The Sport England cash is 
to improve local facilities, 
create new venues for grass¬ 
roots sport and allow local 
clubs to buy the facilities 
they use. 

Midland Alliance side 
Tividale will build a five-a- 
side surface for the whole 
club to use and secretary 
Leon Murray said it was 
important to the commu¬ 
nity. 

He said: “Without this 
money we wouldn’t be able 
to do it. It’s not just for the 
football club, though. We’re 
a thriving club and have a 
very young social side off it. 

“We run an academy on 
Friday with about 50 to 60 
youngsters and at the 
moment they train on the 
pitch. We will be able to 
move the kids onto the new 
surface.” 

Cannock rugby club have 
also been given £50,000 with 
the fund, part of Sport 
England’s Places People 
Play Olympic and Para¬ 
lympic legacy programme. 

All improved facilities 
carry the London 2012 
Inspire mark - celebrating 
the link to the Games. 

Sport England’s Chair, 
Richard Lewis, said: “This 
National Lottery invest¬ 
ment is helping us deliver a 
lasting sporting legacy in the 
area from last year’s suc¬ 
cessful Olympic and Para¬ 
lympic Games. 

“This is the legacy people 
want for their local commu¬ 
nity.” 
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Ladies only 1 st 
Floor includes 

• Cardio Room 

• Fitness 
Classes 

• Vibration 
Plates 




Fully equipped LifeFitness Cardio 
I^V Suite along with gym inc. 

* CYBEX resistance machines 

* Dumbbells up to 45KG 

* Smith Machine 

> Cable Crossovers 

> Chin Up Bar 


DON'T MISS 


,T 5P 




0121 550 0440 

www.work-outz.co.uk 


30 pieces of Cardio equipment and so NO waiting! 

.. Ill diets/r " - ‘ 


Personal Training/FREE diets/programmes/inductions to 


• all Zi 


COME AND TRY US - | 

ALL CLASSES FREE W/C 4TH FEBRUARY 
INCLUDE BOKWA, ZUMBA, CORE BLIMEY, PHAT 
ATTACK, ABTASTIC, FIGHT FX, JUMP FX AND 
VIBRATION PLATES!! (BOOKING ADVISED) 


m HH lull inclusive one 
U O month membership 
illllJ with this advert 


with this advert 


UNIT 1 BOROUGH COURT, GRAMMER SCHOOL LANE, HALESOWEN, B63 3SW 


























